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MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 4, 2019

The Concord Energy and Environment Advisory Committee met at 7:00 p.m., on September 4, 2019, in the Second Floor Conference Room, City Hall, 41 Green Street. 

Attendees:  	Henry Herndon, Chuck Willing, Rich Maher, Jennifer Galbraith, Councilor Rob Werner

Absent:  	Dave Brown, Councilor Linda Kenison, Jerry Eaton

Staff:		Sam Durfee (Planning)

Guest(s):	Kelsey Sullivan, Donna Reardon, Dot Currier

Rob calls meeting to order at 7:03.

I. Welcome and Introductions

II. Solar Ordinance Status
· Ordinance on table at City Council
· City staff and officials, and various other parties interested in the ordinance, will meet this month to attempt to find common ground with regard to the solar ordinance. EEAC will have meeting in November, prior to the November City Council vote on the ordinance.

III. Municipal Properties Initiative Update
· Net metering policy impact
· The veto of HB 365 was sustained, which may deter some companies from bidding to develop solar in response to Concord’s RFP.
· RFP response
· Several developers requested an extension which was granted.

IV. Community Power (municipal aggregation) Policy Implementation
· Rob spoke with Tom Aspell, who is communicating with counter parts in Lebanon about Lebanon Community Power. Discussed EEAC role being educational, potentially hosting an open house to explain to the public. Could invite other communities, neighboring energy committees.
· EEAC could help to educate City staff about Community Power.
· EEAC could partner with Science Café and David Brooks to education about Community Power.

V. Green Concord Re-Boot
· Recycling
· Compositing
· Interested in coming to talk with EEAC about partnering.

VI. Committee membership
· New members
· Carl Cooley, Kelsey Sullivan, Dot Currier, Matthew Thorne are all on the docket to be approved for membership
· Donna Reardon may also self-nominate to join EEAC
· With the departure of Dave Brown, and the addition of these new members, EEAC will have 12 of 13 seats filled.

VII. New Business
· Several people met to discuss low-income energy issues (Jennifer Galbraith, Kelsey Sullivan, Matthew Thorne, Chuck Willing).
i. Topics of discussion included: energy efficiency, solar, healthy homes (e.g., led remediation), improve food situations
ii. Discussion of reciprocity and the need to engage these communities in a dialogue to better understand their interests and needs and how EEAC can be supportive.
iii. Discussion of engaging housing authorities such as CATCH
iv. Group meeting again Tuesday the 15th.
· Electric Vehicles discussion
i. Sam, Carlos, Gary Miller (Unitil Account Rep.), Carleton Simpson (Unitil Attorney) are meeting on Friday.
· Regional Energy Committees
i. Central NH RPC, Joanne Cassullo, could be good regional energy contact
ii. Could establish a regional energy Facebook group
iii. Canterbury, Loudon, Dunbarton, and other neighboring towns have energy committees, some of which are interested in connecting with neighbors.
· Last Friday City Staff Tom Aspell, Carlos Baia, Brian LeBrun, Sam Durfee, Heather Shank, Beth Fenstermacher, Tina Waterman, Chip Chesley, and Jeff Hoadley met for a review of the 100% Renewable Energy Strategic Plan for close to three hours and have another meeting on the 11th. The Table of Action Steps will get a lot of attention to help determine who is best positioned (existing staff? new staff? EEAC?) to work on various steps. Portfolio Manager was started several years ago, but could be reinvigorated. Generally, a positive reception; City staff are becoming more comfortable with this concept while acknowledging the realities and the challenges of this ambitious goal.
Jennifer motions to adjourn. Rob seconds. Unanimously approved.



