Chapter XXXIV.
A @entury of Developmsnt

On a November Sabbath in the year I830,ths young Minlster of Pirst
ﬁmwch preached two ssrmons to celebrate the one hundredth anniversary of
{ts organization in Pennycook Plantation.It was s day of solemn remem=-
brance and thanksgiving snd a season of especial reensct for the aged folk
of the varish.In that small group of the very old there were a few who
fmﬂd remember th: latter days of thz vioneer period,chief among thsm be-
Ing Mrs.xlizabeth Abbot Haseltine,the only survivor of first babiles bom
in the primitive town.At this anniversary tims she was in her ninety~gev-
mt year,a beloved link between the anclent and the new.

Mr.Bouﬁon's sgrmons on that day gave evidence of his keen intersst
In lucal history and it 1s likely that the resesrch made in their prepara-
tion was the beglnning of that more extenslve study which finally bore
fruit in his invaluable History of Concord.Added to tnis academic interest‘
it was the iinister's purnose to ingnire his reovle with a veneration and
regnect for the msmory of their forebears-a opurpose emvhasized 1in remin de
his hearers" at how dear a price our privileges were nurchas=zd and how
velghty are the obligations imvnosed uwon us tg imitate their virtues and .
to confide in the God in whom they trusted."Through ths ensuing years of
his long pastorate at First Church Dr.Bouton maintained this standard in
his leadership both in religious and sgecular affairs in Concord.

Her first century was history and Concord faced changed times.
During the first haif of that century her 1lifzs had besn that of a prime
itive rural community,her energles engaged in the toil of providing food,
gshelter and clothing;but during all that period her church had been her
inspiration and her comfort.Self-reliant, each householder provided all
the elementary nesds of his famlly and the town lived in an indspendent
1ittle world of its own with only infrequent contacts with the world out-

side .Their anxletiess were the weather and thalir crons,the savages and pos-

sibla =ttack and occasional eridemic diseasge.
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The latter half of that century hn*uwgi;f . th= broadening experience
of the Revolutionary War and the organizing e the hew Revublic.Travel
ncreased and a crude commerce provided a new seurce of local wealth and
brought new comforts to the homes.Copcord was growing slowly in popula-
tion but life was still simple and largely apart from urban trends sad
and naéional problems.’The old ploneer stock was liberally reinforced
with newcomers from the outside world who found opportunity in this sec-
tion of New Hampshire'and this fact produced a certain sovhistication
hitherto unknown in town.The o0ld standards of a farming community were in
process of change and at ths town meeting of IB834 it was noted that thers
was"increase of inhabitants in the compact part of the town'" above that
hitherto shown in the farm arsa.

Concord housewlves still snun and wove much of the family clothing
but there was =2vidence of a definite yearning for the machine made cottong
disvlayed in the new shops along the main street/and the fregh-cheeked
girls on the farms were tempted by the news of the wages pald by the miil(
on the lower uerrimack.There was a rumor that certain men had a scheme
to lay tracks: between Boston and Lowell to duplicate the railroad al-
ready in omneration in South Carolina-a rumor which brought dismay to the
stage coach proorietors in town.Our own stretch of the Merrimack had seen
a 1little boat prownelled by steam against the current and some folks ven-
tured to swmaculate on the posgibility of some suéh craft crossing the
ocean at seome future day.While the men folks discussed such lnnovations
the housewives shook their heads over the news that city people were wsar.
ing stockings knit by a machine.

The War of I8I2 had left the young nation military minded and na-
tional defence bacame a general obligation.Concord fulfilled her respon-
sibility by enrolling for military duty every able-bodied man between tbeq
ages of eighteen and forty-five,excevt he be exempt for speclal reasons.

So it was that this small town maintained ths Columblan Artlllery Company,
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- the Concord Cavalry,the Borough Rifle Company and one or more companies

of light infantry,all uniformed and well-eguipoed.In addition there waere
foﬁr non-uniformed companies dubbed by their more elegant comrades," slam
bang"or "string bean" compénies.

Required by law to do duty twice a year these citlizen soldiers held
& training day in May and a regimental muster late in September.A warning
was vublished a few days in advance,calling the men to meet at the ap-
vointed vlace,armed and equlvoped with a musket with iron ramrod,a bayonet
and scabbard, knavsack, cartridge box and belt,priming wire and brush and
two gpare flintsfMay‘training wag ususlly a local day and lagted only
during an afternoon,although in earlier years it had been the custom for
the men to agssemble at the homeg of thelr officers before daylight and
thiere be treated with the stimulant deemed proper for guch occasions.
Drill took place on Pond hill at the Norith End or along the wide main
street and"the officers evidently felt well from the captalns down to
the ensigns and the lowest non-commissioned subalterns.”

The muster of the IIth. Regiment in Sevntember was a much meore form=-
a]l occasion and took place,in rotation, in Concq;d,PembroKe and Hookgett .
In I828 ths muster was held in Concord in the field west of the State
Prison{between present Beacon and Tremont Sts.)but in the thirties anotfi-
er field was commonly used,as in the following adcount(Remihscences by
Abidl Rolfe,b.I823).

"The Concord companies met near Washington tavern at 6.30 in the
morning.The companies from nearby towns were already‘on hand and the
regiment formed on ths maln street.The march led around the blig Walker
barn,and down the hill and across the bridge to the island.The Northern
R.R.now crogsses the old muster fileld.With great dignity the reviewing
officers and the regimental inspector were theun escorted by one of the

light infantry companizs to the field and the grand review took place.
which : )
Insmectlon/followsd,consistéd of & routine curious to this present gen=
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eration.At an order from the Captain,cach man in the company drew the .
ramrod and placed it in the barrel of his musket.The inzuvector in pasginé
took the piece,gsnavped the lock and gave an uvnward shake to see 1f it
were clean.Returning 1t to the soldier,the inspsctor vassed to the rear,
to examine his cartridge box and other eguinment,including .4wo spare |
flints.

"after inspection was finished,the uniformed companies marched to

|
the headgquarters for dinner,while the non-uniformed stacked their arms |
an? ate where they could.The afternocon was given over to drill,and some-gs
times a sham battle wds staged.An added thrill was given to the day by
the fancy manosuvreg of gome éf the companies during the march to and
from the muster fisld.

"In 1853 ths universal military training law was revealed,and it was
not until after the €ivil War experience that tne foundation of our prea-é
ent national defence training was laid." '

These companies of militia played a prominent part én 'Lection Day
and whenever a distinguished guest arrived in town.A vivid description
of their glory on'Lection Day as remembered by Dr.Andrew McFarland,is to
be found in the Higtory of Concord(p.45).

The "Reminiscences"of Abial Rolfe carry the reader back to the
days in the thirties: )

"The main street was still the regular routé of travel between
northaern New Hampehire,Vermont and Boston,and all day long in the summenﬁ
time elght horse teamsz with their sturdy wagons loaded with heavy freight;
protected with canvas resting on upright bows,were lumbering slong the
highway.When the river was navigable,lt was the uswal habit to unload 1
these wagons at the wharves of the Boating Company,while in winter the i
loaded sleds continued on to Bgston.Winter travel wag more than doubled

when the two horse pung slelghs frem Vermont came into use and 1t was

not uwncommon to gee twenty,thirty,somstimes even fifty such teams pasgsimg
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through Main St.at a time.At certain seasoms,especlally in the fall,
large droves of cattle and sheep passad down the higaway to Brighton
'market.Washington tavern was the favorite stopping vlace for the south
bound traffic and its roomy yard wzs often filled to overflowing at night
with big six and eight horse teams.When the canvas covered wagons rumbled
avay in the early morning 1t was liks a grsat caravan.

"such traffic conditions maintained until the coming of the railroad
in the fortles,which ended likewlise the passenger travel by stage and
much of the vatronage of the téverns.Stage driving was a responsible pro-
feaslon and 1t took skill to handl: the reins over the four horses hitch-

when six horses were needed-

0]

sary

[

ed to ths coacu.luch more gskill was nece
in the heavy roads of searly svring.The stage driver was a vopular fel-
low and the anmweal January ball of the brothsrhood at the Hagle Coffee

¥

House wss the evemt of the winter."

The thirties saw the peak of gtage coach travel and the Concord
coach was in general use in this part of Yew Hamvshire:"It was roomy and
grand with rhythm in the roll and play of its wheels.Honest hands made
1t of wood slowly grown,ard the toughest iron of the forge,so it Pel&
together threugh all the gtress and straln,and bore a good name to every;
guarter of the globe,"wrote Henry McFarland.His estimate of 1ts durabil-
ity 1s proven by the number of Concord coaches still in‘existence,one of
which 1s on permanent disrlay in owr railroad statlon.

Well-known names in Concord of that generation are to be found in

the 1list of stage drivers:Seth Greenleaf,William WalkéP,Jr.,Robart P.Kim-

ball,Nathaniel White,Peter Smart,George herrick,Peter Dudley,Hsnry
George ,Bichard H.Aysr,Elbridge G.Carter.Such were the men to"awing a

lve foot lash" .Some of their exploits make interesting

I

whin with a twe

reading in the History of Concord in its entertaining chapter by Henry

Mewarland on"Canals,Stage Lines and Taverns."
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Askde from the turnplkes the highways at this perilod were still
cared for in neighborhoods,each of which had lts surveyor appolnted at
town meeting.Individual farmers were taxed a small fee for mpkeep which
they wvald in cagh or by work on the vroads.When heavy show fell each farm-
er used his team of oxsu t¢ break cut the roads end carry the children
to the district schosl.

Abial Rolfe notes that the banks of that day were all state institu=!
tlons o that travellers across state lines found 1t necessary tuv exchmeg
such bank notes ag they might have on hand.Countertelitling under thege
conditions wag so easy that it became common.The mint at Fhilladslphla
wog producing coin practically ldentlesl with that of today,butthe
vockets of Concord men Jlngled with a strang€e assortment of 'pine trae
shillings',Mexican quarters,Spanigh milled dollars,and halves,quarters
and ths fifths calleé pistareens." Fhege foreign coins brought into New
England by her trading vess2ls,were often so old and worn that the mint
gtamp could scarcely be read.

Prosverity ere long,was to bs followad by financial panic(IBE?)
but in that calamilty Concord had ons industry which never falled- her
traffic in lumber.The banks of the Conteoocook river above the Borough a
and ag far as the Hovkinton line,wers heavily wooded with pine amd oak.
During the winter log men cut and haunled the great trees,drawing those
destined for boards and planks Lo the saw mills,while timber for ships
and masts was hauled by many oxen to the bank of thz Yerrimack to be
floated to market.

Abilal Rolfe was a wmember of the Penacook family which has been

identified continuously with the ltmber business from vloneer days untﬂ.}

ne recent closing out of the €.M.& A.W.Rolfe plant(I940) .Hls descriptioi

o+

1a therefore authentlce:

"sftor the Lce went out ths lumbsr wag rafted.The sawed lumbel
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1as placed on two sticks of timber called ways,in niles about four feet
7ide and high eunough to make a thoussnd feet bﬁa?ﬁ maagure . Tnesse were
talled cribs ané werse bound togeither with binders mads from sma2ll oak
trees gvlit in the ﬁiddl@,and rounded at cach end,then running under the
¢rivs with the ends turned up.A plece of jolist with holeg bored through
it wag placad on top and the ends of the binders run tinrough the holes

and firmly wedged to kesen the crilbs together.Then the cribs wers glid inte
the river;the masts and the ship timber were rollsd in and all Tloated
dowr: to the Borough mills.Then the cribs wers loaded onto whaels and
drawn to the Merrimack.Thne wheels were backed into the water for Lhe load
ing and unloading.The masts and round timber were loaded and drawn across
the plains to the esand bank near the head of $ewall's falls and rolled
down the bank into the river.3ince the course of the river has been
changed by the building of the Northern R.R.thls public landing hag re-
verted to wilderness.

"Before starting down the Merrimack the cribs were banded into shots
consisting of elght cribs each-two wide and four leng.The masts and ship
timber were similarly banded s¢ that their passage through the locks and
canals on the Merrimack might be facilitated.Most of the sawed lumber
was marketed at Lowell,while the rest went through the Middlesex canal to
Boaton,and thence t6 the shlp yards at Hedford and Charlestown.Much of

oal vas £o0 hesvy that ii was necessary to intermix 1t with pins in

“he
tas bending ln ordsr to insurs its flositing.last Yzrd was the source of

largs numbers of shiv masts,and the mar¥k of tne broad arrow was often

v
©

found on the trees,a relic of the Colonial days when agentes of the King

had marked them to be reserved for the Royal Navy.
"Before shingle and clanboard machines were introduced,maiy farm=

shszving clavboards

era gnent ths winter working in the weeds,splitting and
, : }

and shingles by hand from old growth oine.The product was of a quality
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suverior to the machine made onca of a latsr day.The formers also ocut

oak timber into axe handles,whinatocks and goad aticka,whieh found a reag-
y sale among the Vermont farmers who carted their produce through Con-
cord to Boston.Thess gsame farmers nroduced the cord wood supnly for Con
cord and vieinity.Ilt was a familiar gight to ssc dozens of wood teams
gstanding in freont of the State House waiting for customers.”

The superior quality of handmade clavboards is proeven by the fact
thet a number of old houses in Concord still show these narrow overlap=-
ping clamboards still sound after the lavse of more than a century of
wear.Log driving down the Merrimack continued for another half century
before the timbsr supply became exhausted and in the sightics and ninstiel
the youth of Concord and their e%ders found a thrill each spring as the
drive passed down Concord's streteh of the WMerrimack.

A8 prospverity increased s new emphasis was lald upon the deglirabil-
ity of we=zlth and men began to take chances unon easy money making.Lot-
teries had long furpished an outlet for the gambling wurge but now a new
temptation arogs for those who would be rich without toil.In the new west
public lands were offered cheap and the purchaser need not have cash in
hand.lNoteg wers aecepnted as curreucy and sﬁeculators grouped themselves
togsther to organize banks for issulng such notes to themselves.The boom
was countrywide and inflation was the oréer of the day.Lmna speculation
became a mania and even conssrvative Concord caught the digease.

The New Englsnd craze ghtarted in the new State of Maine and spread
to the towns and villages of nearby states.Abial'ﬂalfe,ramembering that

time,wrote:

"Pietitious plans of clties and Lewng were lgsued and lots gold at
fabulous prices."
Real estate here in Concord dewblesd In price as the demand increased ard
in some cagag,sold eventually at five times its normal value.Sober-mind-

ed farmers and thrifty merchants staked the sovings of years on such
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investments and when the bubble burst in TE%7,4t 18 sald that the cit-
izens of our small town losi in land investments alone,the staggering

gum of 2I0C,000.
In additlion our peovle losl heavily in enterwvrises stimulated by

the reckless splrit of the times.The Sewall's Falls Locks and Cansl Cor
poration began construction at huge expsnse,dreaming of great cotton
mills on the East Side.Before completion of the canal from the falls tos
the river near Federal bridee,the vroject failed with ssrious loss to

local investors.The Silk Ferm with lts capltsl stock of #75,000.failed

4

fter 2 brief time and was an almost total loss to its Concord promoters .

a

-

Filnally tne Lower Bank falled as a result of accumilated folly and disaa-
ter.It is noteworthy that the catastroohe of 1%37,g2neral throughout the
nation,seems to have been accepted In a sober gsense of individual and
collective regvonsibllity-a frank acknowladgment of cause and effect.Men
faced Thelr losges and with chaslened spirit proceeded to revulld,each
his own economic gecurity for the future.There was no thought of govern
msnt aid;families and friends stood by each other ané the production of
wealth began once more on the only go0lid basis of toill and thrift.

In prosverity snd in adversity,the verliod of i1he thirties wag ons
of broadening outlook and of vision in seclal respensibllity.All over
the country a new serlousness appeared and religilous and humanitarian
service made steady growth.Concord shared in this blessing ané thsre
wers deevply splritual revivals in First Church and in her offspring sects
the Baptist and Methodlst churches.The temperance movemsnt bscame 2 pop-
nlar crusade;prison reform and care of tke insane enghged the minds of

our citizeng.In Meogsachusalts plonzer werf wa:z beglnaing in care and

= - 5 -~ - ~ 5 =~ <3 = 1o I 0
~reining of tona ziint and f 1hE A2s7 s2ad Zambh.New 1d2zlz: for the slsbha-
- —~ m - 2 - £y A 3 - » &8 P I PrRT
lizing of szcononmlic condgitlons lad 1o wns selst lanment o0 28V.LESR tenzs

. &3 - L8 . 3 e - e 5 - A o e T oy
and 1ife inswrancs penefite.The people proflued Ty tos pLiLer exnerience
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Ons of the Flrat sccial reforms in Concord congernad iteell with bei-
ter cors of the town's paupersg.The oldtlime custon was "to bid off" these
wmfortunatas to parsons offering board and cars at the lowsst figuve,but
in TB27 the town meeting voted"that the poor of 1 town be gupported on
s farnm.Wegotistions began at once and the following year tha town pur-
chased the 200 acre farm in the south vart of West Parish village,ownsed
by Timothy Walker(b.1767),son of Judge Timotny Welker.When he was & young
nan tnis YTimothy Walker was one of the plonsers in Tumford,le.but he =soon
returnadé to Concord and sattled on this roarm with its lntervale and brook
land on the east side of Boscawen r'oa jand a hundrzd acres of weedland on
th2 glone rising to Rattleanake nill.{plctures o nouse Charter XXV.)

In anhblcipation of the sale of t1ig farm,.r.d@alker purchagsed fron nig
prother,Jesevh,a lot ou the maiu gtre=iMnear to the groat Eln tree" which
atood ooposite the old noms puilt by the first winister.fhis lot was a
portion of the original No.% in 24 Range,lald out fo Apraham Fostsr who
gols it in I748 to"Timothy Walker,Clerk of Rumford” .wWhen Timothy 3d vacat-
ed nis farm he probably had his néw bricx house on the mala street veady
for ocecupancy.our picturs shows tris houge at 217 W.Main 5t. years &ago
when the'great Elm tree”still sheltersd it from summer Suli.

Ten years later Timothy Wallker was left a wicdower with no children .
He married again but 1n I846 this seeaﬁd wifs died leaving him an old man
of nearly elgnty,vractically blind and helpless.A young woman named Abi-
gail Griffin had been"hired girl"in the household and he parsuaded her 1o
ramain but traditon tells that gosaip was unklnd.Learninthis Timothy
walker suggested that 1F Abigall would marry him and care for him dur;ng
his few remalning years,hls vroperty should be left to her.After hisﬁdeatl
in !35%&&5 widow closed the blinds of the brick house,locked its doors
and left 1t comnletaly furnished and then went out to earn her living by
working in the homes at tne North End.Belng handy at many thinge she gelke

dom lacked employment ."Aunt Tim"',as she was familiarly known,lived to
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0ld age but she naver occunlied the brick house inherited from her hus-
band,nor 41d she use the money that wasg ‘his. Some folk say she could not
palicve her wealth;others say that,reallizlag her inferior social standing
herr oride led to tnls reaunciation.Sometimes on a gummer day,she opéened
the house Tor an hour and on such an occaslon, Aunt Tim took a nelghbor-
nood child into the darkensd place .Yearg afterward that ehild told the
writer that the wldow sat down in front of her husband's portralt and
went quietly for a little.Then she locked the dvor aand weant back to her

mend ing of carpets and uphodstering of worn chairs and her otler ¢dd

fobs.
bafore her dszath Bhirty four. years aftsr her nhugband's decease,
through the friendly advice of her huspband's kineman,Josevh B.Walker,

ene mads a will leaving the bulk of her considerable properiy as endow=
ment for“The Timothy and Ablgall Walker Lecture Pund."The nroperty was
et11l Timothy's =-not hers,for she rsfused to claim it;but the increase
through long years of toil was Abigalil's and 1t 1s fitting that both
nemeas are linked in the title of the Fund.

Years ago L2 Boston Pranscript publishsd sgomz verses written by
Laura Garlaznd Cerr(Mrs.Norman G.)under the title "About a House."lirs.
farr then 1lived in Concord and the deserted old house at the North End
ingnired her muse .This posm is includsd in Mrs.Carr's collectad verse
and recalls vividly to old North Enders,the tims when Aunt T}m's nouse
with its tangled vines aud bramble grown €0Oryard,was a place of mystery-
ipe haunted house" to every nelghborheod child.

Tt was about I831 that the last of the historic wrestling matches
tnok wvlace in Concord,the sceasion being the raising of Judge Walker's
big barn whieh st111 stande Lhe northernmast building on the old main
the old boulder sci as & shiekd against the

athreat.At ltg corner stands

s

ox carts wnich might cut nye corner too closaly in the days wefore fends

wore bullt.This site 19 histeric for this is Lot I, Range I where the
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firet Minister's log house stood in I730.The Minlster's great-grandson,
Josevh B.Walker had the ingeription cut in ths old stone as a memarial.
Wrestling was a vopular sport in the early days and was likely to
be on the program of any public occ¢aslion elither sociasl or secular- eg-
pecially at house raisings.Naturally,the physical effort of the raising
plus the stimulating effect of the customary”treat",tended to a show of
further vrowess.The sport began,says Bouton,(and he may Vefy well have
geen this last epic battle)&ith the youngsters,ringsd about by on~iook-
ers.Then their elders came into the ring and wagers wers laid"and a 1lit-

tle mors stimulant taken in would gilve wonderful strength and eslasticity

to the warties.By and by deflant and angry words would be heard,and it
was well 1f a fight did not end the sport."

Txcess of stimulants on all oecaslions wag the resgen why the town
decided(I830) that,for the first time in her hiétory,@oncord must provideE
a plage of detention for disturbers of the peaeg.An& sa 1t was woted to
equip a"Bridewsll"in the basement of eme of the wosden stors buildings
oy the Sticknay farm property.fhe cost was $30,78.This was the time vwhen
the growing dbwse of liguor brought into being the Cencord Tempsrance So-
clety im vhich Rev.Nathanlel Bouton was a moving epirit.

Gone were thé days when C@ncofd wag & commwnity of gelect:: mem and
women descended from the ploneersg or their carefully restricted suecas-
gors.Thenceforward Coneord was to be an opew field fer any and 211 who
sought such opportunity as she afforded.Significant of such change was a
land develepment at the top of Franklim St.hill,which resulted in a
group of humble homes kunown @s "TlLe New Colony".This seems to have beem
gsomewhat of an outeast psighberhoed:at any rate the Concerd Female Chare
itable Seclety establlished a Sunday'School there,congldering it a field
for home missionary effart.At least one of these remote"New Colony"

hoyses 1s gstanding today at 85 Franklin St. In I834 Richard Herbert sold
1t to Riehard Bradley,its tenant then being Washingtom George,"laborer.
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One of the leading business men in Concord at this period was Luther

Roby ,a member of that enterprising group of young men known as the"Amherst
Colony" .He arrived in town in 1822, having Jjust reached hilg majority and
his future wife was a girl in her teens,living with her widowed mother,
Mrs.Benjamin Kimball,in the homsgtead at 207 N.Msin St.The piectures of
Mr.and Mrs.Roby were,of course taken in the late years of their married
life.One dof their daughters,Lucy,married Moses Hazen Bradley,last of tle
Bradleys to live in the old house on Penacook 5t. Mr.Bradley was a man 21
fine physique and a sterling character worthy of his ancestry.Ths writer
has a childhood memory of him as the tall man in a nearby psw who sang the
church hymns in a rich bass of great velume.His wifs,Lucy Roby Bradley,
was for years the leader of the infant clase in ihe Bunday School-" Buds
of Promise"eat First Church and there ars some oflus gray-haired folkiﬂno;
st113 remember her sweetness and affection.hAs she aged,Mrs.Bradley sgo
closely resembled our picture of her mother that one likenegs is ad@quate
for both.
Luther Roby's connection with the Statesman has been mentioned.

His next venture was in the publishing business in the firm of Luther Feby
& Co.and 1a£er, Roby,Kimball & Merrill.About I830 a large brick bui;ding’
of some pretension was erected north of Washington tavern,by én‘aqnt 5f:
Mrs.Roby's,Mrs.Anna Kimball rtrue .keft a widow in her home at &ampsﬁéad,‘
Mrs.True returned te Concord and co~operated with the new enterpriée by
furnishing it with quarters.The bullding as shown in our picture,stood
at the North End until torn down in I049 to make way for a bridge over
the railroad tracks.The Merrill in the above firm was Rufus Merrill, na-
tive of Conway but ng alien to Concord/since he was descemded from the
ploneer ferryman,Dea. John Merrill.His wife was a Comecord girl,Sophia
Barker West.

The new firm occupieﬂ the first fleor of the new block and began

publishling Bibles,Testaments,school books such as the New England Primer
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and Wabster's Spelling Book and,in addition,the indispensable Leavitt's
Almenac.Thelr quarto Bibles were sold all ovar the country and are still
to be found in gome Concord homes.The firm's product was ons of Whigh
Concord was jJustly proud.Power for‘tha work was furnished by a windlass
In the basement, turned b& a plodding horgse and about twenty men and eight
young women were cemployed 1in the printing office and bindery.lsaac Hill
wrote [ollowing thé visit of President Jackson to Concord in 18%3:
"I had the gratification to present the President of the United

States and the Secretaries of War and Navy, who visited this t5wn last
summar with speclmens of the fine Bible stereotyned and manufactured by
Luther Roby & Co.,and of the "Christian Harmony",a volume of music oub-
lished by Horatlo Hill & Co.-specimens,the almost entire material of whick
twenty years ago would have been wonderful if produced by the best artistd
in Europe." |

Horatio Hill who published "Christian Harmony" was apoungcr brothsr
of lagmac H11l and he came tou Concord to assoclate himself with the publis
er of the Paltriot.In I829,in company with Cyrus Earﬁon,he parchased the
paper and continued in 1ts management for five years.In 1830 he married
Clarigsa Walker Emery,the young great grand«daughter of Parson Walker,
and thelir home was"a pleasantly situated dwelling house"(as described in
an advertisement)on the site of 24 Green St.-probably one of the early
houseé built on that stfeéﬁ.It now stands,entirely changed,as a store at
the corner of South and Thorndike Sts.

The Horatio Hills removed to ﬁeW‘York City where Mrg.Hill died in
1839 before hevr thirtieth birthday.Mr.Hill,like his brother,was 2 man of
conspicwous abllity and energy and in Chicago whither he moved afiter his
wife's death,he made a notable buginess success.His outstanding ceontri-

bution to Concord's future was a part in, spensoring a charter for the

Coneord railroad.

Luther Roby's energies were not confined to ths publishing business,
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for he was one of the first to develop Concord's great granite industry.
In 1834,idpompany with Willlam Green,he purchaéed the"Summt Ledge" on

the gouth side of Rattlesnake hill,and granite cutting outside of convict
labor began in Concord,thus inaugurating the town's greatest source of
wealth for future years.The Roby gquarries lis at the end of Woolson road
in the Little poné district and it was there that New Hampshire's block
for the Washington monument was quarried.One surmises that the fine wall
in?ront of the Kimball-Roby house(207 N.Main St.)came from thé¢ same soure
and that it was bullt under Mr.Roby's supervision.

In I842 when the stone for the first Concord R.R.depot was produce
ledge stones twelve to fourteen tons in weight,were frequently hauled
down throwgh ths towm.dne of tﬁe largest was seventeen feet long and it
was hawled deown Woeolsen road,Penacook St.and Main St.by forty yoke of
oxen.Thls was in the month of Mareh and ag the ﬁuge stene was placed on
two new,strong sleds and the five hundreq,p;und c¢hain with studded links
adjusted,all promiged well.But just as the journey began the great chaln
broke and one of the sleds slippgd back to the very edge of the ledge and
wag wrecked.The stone itself lodged against a hig oak tree and was saved
and with new sleds and a mew chain,the second attempt was & success.

In the early thirties,William Restieaux,"Draper and Tailgr",begal
businesgs for himself in a gshop ome doer sowth of Bagle (offes House .Bhere
he nad"@onstantly on hand a good asgortment of Broad-cloths,Cassimeres,
Vestings,Stocks, Suapenders &c."Samglegpf these vestings laid off with
colorful plaids,were shown to the writer by the tailor's grand-daughter,
the late Mrs.Fresnk E.Dimond.The index of Mr.Regtieaux's ledger reads like
a directory of the town:buteher,baker,merehant,statesman,gstage driver,t
banksr, lawyer,doetor,laborer-all had accoumts with Reatiecawx.There are
Abbots in abundance,the Kents,the Lows,Isaac Hill and Landlord Gass;
Isaac Shute from the South End and stylish Dr.Renton at the North End,gher

{ff John Pettingill and the famous abolitlonist,Nathaniel P.Rogers;Frark=
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lin Plerce and Potter,the colorad ventriloquist®Ordsrs by mail or other-
wlee"brought business from North Hampston and New Chester(H1ll);from
Piscataquog and Oronco, from Plymouth and Warren,and from points west.
Restisaux zet a new standard for men's attire in this part of New Hamp-
shire .Prices are of interest 1n contragt with inflated values of today:
an old bill dated I836,glives the charge for making a coat $6.00,a pair
of nants $I.00,a vest the same,with extra charge for thread, canvas, buttors
and other finlshings.

Probably nc other Concord citizen had so romantic and adventurous
a background as William Restieaux.Hlis great grandfather was a Jjeweler in
Bordeaux,France whire the family had lived since that time when all Bor-
deaux men were"@itizens of the Roman Empire."His grandfather migrated to
Norwich,Bnglend,and there a son,Robert,was born in I772.When, some years
later,thse Allen Act was passad becauss Englaﬁd feared invasion from France
Robert's father prevared te leave the country but before he could do so,

he was found dead in a Norwich road with his money and watch safe in his

Young Robert's godmother was"a great lady" whoss son,Sir John B.
Warren,was to become an admiral in the British Navy.The orphanea lad was
placed under guardianship of the Bish@p of Ely and,through the influencs
of such imvortant friends,he became midshipman in the Kavy with service
on the brig "Otter",cruising them from Gravesend to @stend.The bgy real-
{2ed that without money he c¢ould hardly hope for)promotion,decided to ven-
ture to London and there he became aporenticed Lo a French staymaker whose
house was a rendezvous for French refugees during the French revolutlon.
Among these visitorg,Rebert reﬁembéred the wman wko became the famous dgpw
lomat,Prince PFalleyrand.

such associations stirred anew Robert's longing for freedom ard

ormortunity and America bacame the land of hils ¢reans.In I792 when he was
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barely twenty he embarked across the sea,taking a shlv for Qusbec since
vess2lg to the United States were infrequent.When the shlp docked at
Haiifax he found himeelf in trouble.The authorities were sugpicious of
French speaking visitors because France was known to be sending over
scoute for the purrvose of stirring uy rebellion in Canada.When Robert
Restleaux was found talking fluently with French prisonereg in their lane
guage,he was arregted and tried for treason.Warning his landlady to de-
stroy all hls pavsrs,he defended hig pwn cage and was released under
bonds,but only to be faced with impressment in the British Navy .
?rové&enhial]y his olé patron,Sir John Warren,was stationed at
Halifax and came to hls rescua/with an offer of reinstatement in the Navy
but Robert was more than ever dstermined on freedom and this his vatron
was @ble to accomplish for him.The young'man workad hlsg way into Maline
where he worked as a tallor until sueh time as he could make his way
toward his goal in Baltimore,Md.He made his way ag far as Boston and
there hisg journeylng ended with the meeting of a young widow,Cathsrine
Gyss Bellows,whom he marrisd on Christmas Day,1798.1hs rest of his long
life was passed in Bostoun,a respected citizen.Mis home was on Wanover St
and,being one of the earlisst Melthodists in Boston,he was long iQentifieé
with that faith and,in hls old age, he was known ag"the Patriarch of the
Hanover St.Church."

Robert Restleaux had a slster,loulse,who was edueated in a Paris
convent and married a French count.A brother was a cepper engraver in
London.Robert's children,born in Bogton,were Loulse,William and Thomas.
He never told these childreniabout his own mother and her antecedentg, s
saying in answer to thelr questions:"You would be dissétisfied with yow
pogition in 1life."His dying message to hig grandchlldren seems significat
"Tell them to lilve so as not to disgrace their ancestorg."

This #ale of adventure,romance and mystery is gathered from Bible

records,old letters and memoranda and traditlon preserved by Rhe - d¢scapnd-
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dents of Robert Regtieaux anmd hls son,William,the Concord tallor.Although
Robert himself never lived in Cdncord,hls name anpears in the 1834 direc-
tory in the firm name"William & Robert Restieaux,Tailors.”

William Restleaux(I802-1883¥married Elizabeth Lincoln of Hlngham,
¥ars.,a grand daughter of Paul Revere,but thelr brief hapvinegs ended
with the death of the young wifejand her infant son.The widower aséught
new sceneg and came to Concord??; I8%0 married Retsev Chase of Hopklnton.
The followiwg year he purchased a lot on the new residential section of
gtate St.scuth of Centre St.and buillt hig housge-a wooden bullding with
brick snds.Our plcture shows this old houss as iﬁvwas being demolished
to make way for thi building of the N.H.Historical Soclety.Many were the
guests who entered its hosvltable door when William Reatieaux lived there
and vrominent among them wag Franklin Pierce who was 2 frequent visitor.
In later years Mr.Restieaux lived for a time in Hopkinton but hls last
davs were spent in the home of hils daughter,Mré.Augustine Cartey,in West
Parigh.

While Willlam Restieaux clothed the adult male of the town in latest
fashion,the small boys were fitted out in jackets and trousers by a seam-
atregs whose home stood between Washingfon tavérn and the printing estab-
11shment of Roby,Kimball & Merrill."It was then the family and industrial
abode of Alice Flanders,a alander,black-eyed and bright little woman of
uncertain age,who made the clothes of more or iess of the North End boys.
with a twinkle in her eye she accepted a1l their wise suggestions,but fidl

lowedher own measurementsg of thelr bodies,legs and arms and kept them

decently clad." One of those boys was Joseph B.Walker who thus told tne

story .Long ago Allce ?landers's house wasg moved away and stands today as
nictured,at 2% Bradley St.Tmf«%au§é~fﬁ,“h39455zigjfyﬁelmafﬁy‘h“rﬁf
Tuvid Geevee Jim kewd PesVglfiee J8oif =] 5id”
The mo'st extensive land Gevelovnment in the early thirties took place
on the Rogers farm at the South End.Arthur Rogersg,son of the famous ﬁang—

er,had exhausted his financial regourceg and was'"of parts unknown" .His
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son, Arthur Brown Rogers,was a merchant in far off Porto Rico when, in
1832, fsaac Hill acquired the old Rogers house and 26 acres of land ad-
Joining,by deed of executlion in his favor agalnst Arthur Rogers.The re-
mainder of the I00 acre farm wag sold by the famlly to Mr.H1ill,William
and Josevh Low and Joseph Robinson.The south boundary of thig tract was
tne Charles Hutchins store,the north boundary was'"the highway leadling to
the Frog Ponds"(probably present Chandler St.)and the east boundary was
the Merrimack river.

Immediately after acquiring the 0ld historic house and the ad je-
cent land,Mr.H1ll began to convert the property into bullding lots.A
number of these found ready sals,streets wers 1lald out and dwelling s
were built.william P.H111l,son of the owner,writing to the Monitor
(12/13/94) says:

"Gov.Isaac H1ll bought the dwelling house of William Manley,
irader,and erected a dwelling house and other buildings-all standing
now on the east side of Main St.at the South End,and moved there when
Gov.H1ll built his brick mansion(75 S.Main St.)in I835.In thelr midst is
the Rogerg house.These bulldings originally stood on the site of Hill's
and Cyrus Hill's blocks".(site of Emmons Store today.)

The "brick mansion" was built approximately oo the site of the Hogers h
house which Isaac Hill had moved farther to vhe south and back from the
main street.Next north of the Hill mamsion the Lows bullt the house
which still stands although somewhat altered.Until recsntly it had a
recesged doorway of the type becoming poPular in the thirties.It was
the home of Franklin Low whé married a daughter of George Hutehins who
lived across the main street.

On ths south side of his provsrty,Gov.Hill built a little one-
gtory house which he sold in I834 to William B.Safford.This house(II9
9.Main 3t.)sesms to be in original form and a great elm tree rooted

fagt in its south foundation wall,testifies to its ags.The streets which
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Isanc Hill 1aid out may 8till be identified:next south of the 3afford u
house is" Crogs St.Ist" running easterly;"Cross St.24" 1s now Sexton Ave.
"Cross St.3d"is the alley gouth of Jsnney Filling Station and"The Road"
1s to be found next south of the"brick mansion.'There were also streets
running north and south,traces of which ars gtill to be found.Upon one

of these the Rogers houss faced when moved from its original site.This
yromising development of a new residential sscti on for Concord wagr
abruntly ended when the Concord Railroad acguired a right of way across
the prorerty in I84I1.

The old Rogers house with its great barn and sheds has long since
gone and so has the house which Mr.Hill built for hisg bride in I8I4 and
twenty years later moved to this new develovment from ihe vressnt gite
of H1ill's block.One or two ancient bulldings remain in the neighborhood
of the"brick mansion" but it seems impossible to identify them as those
mentioned by William P.H1ill.

Tt was in the early thirties that a young man from Andover;M&ﬁsp
came to town full of enthusiasm for establlshing an academy for anbéfﬁi
youth.Private schools had flourished with more or less success during
the years but Concord's only academy waited the enterovrise of Timothy De
P.3tone who waé generously backed by a list of public spirited citizens.
semtiel A.Kimball donated a lot on Sand Hill and the funds subscribed made
possible the erection of a bullding on the gite of the house now stand-
ing at I2 Academy St.It was a two-gtory wooden structure surmounted by
an imvressive eupela.For about ten years Mr.Stone conducted a succesaful

school and 1t had at least one famous alumnus in the verson of Henry
Wilson who became Vice President of the United States.But ths Academy 1
lacked endowment and when dissenslon arosge amoné'its backers,lt was wWec-
essary to close its doors in I844.Isaac Hill purchased the abandoned
bullding,took it down and usged the lumber to build two tenement houses

on the Rogers property.They stand today south of "Cross St.3d."
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On the gite left vacant when Isaac Hi1ll moved his house and other

bulldings from the lot now occupled by the Hill blocks,he erected a wood=
en buildling known as Athenian block with a hall in the uvper story.In
1842 the Second Advent Ghurch orpganized in Concord during the Millerite
revival,held its services in this hall and it was there that Elder John
G.Hook,a convert,began his half century of devoted work ag an evangelist .
His name 1s 8till assoclated wirh the"Healing Balm" which he compounded
and whilch,to thls day,many a Concord family feels Lo be 1nispensable.t*

The o0ld Edward Abbot farm on the north side of Cantre road with

, the hand & =f

1ts anclent garrigon house,had pasgsed entireiy out of}th@ descendents of
the vioneer.As early as I79% Edward Abbot 24 had sold a houselot on Cen-
tre road to John Weeks west of one already snld to Asa Parker.The filelds
pastqre and wood land of the farm extended west to Sand H11l and when m
Edwaré‘ﬁbbot 2d died in T80T this prooerty was }nhefited by his gon,Tim-
othy .Unfortunately this grandson of the nioneer was"a man of irregular
nabits",as Bouton records,and in I8I8& the town fathers were autherized
t> s2ll hie inheritance 1in whole or in vart,to pay off his debts.lwo
years later this unfortunate man died and the town was obligated to sup-
oort his widow until her death many years later.

Porter Blanchard,churn manufacturer,became owner of the old Abbot
gerrigon house and lived there until he built himself a new houge on the
north corner of the main street and Centre road.Shortly thersafter hé
built his churn factory on the lot next north and both bulldings stand
today although congiderably altered.The factory with the additlon of a
third story and a largs ell,is now the tenement house at I47 N.Main Si.
Our picrure is a drawing which reconstructs ths two bulldings as they
looked in the thirties.west of the Blanchard dwslling may Hé’seen a part
of ths brick house still standing at 6 Centrs St.In the thégiias it was
the home of John E.Chaffin,a saddler,and 1t is the type whlch found

favor in the late thirties,with gable e¢nd toward the street and a re-~
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tgessed and vanelled deerway.

In I850,Dr.Timothy Haynes purchased the Blanchard house and after
paking vériaus changes,he conducted it as a Water Cure for some yearg. At
‘ﬁlatﬁr date its.roof was railsed and = third story buillt under the old
saves, thus distorting its fine old proportions into the uncouth elevation
of the present day Commercial House.

Aga Parker probably bullt a home on his lot a little westvof the
chatfin house.His grest grandfather wag Beunjamnin Parker of Andover,Magsg. ,
one of ths original Froorietors but Asa and his brother Enoch(who settled
on Horse-hill)seem to have been the first of ths family to come to Concords
Asa gerved during the Revdlution at West Point and came here gsoon after-
ward when he was twenty-five years old.In I786 he married Widow Sarah
Thompson Willard and a few years later he weag advertising in the Coucord
Herz1d:"Asa Parker Boot & Shoesmakeri: sk Chear rate‘for Casgh,Plax or Flax
Seed." After hig death in I803,his son Benjamin,"cordwainer  and land
surveyor",lived on the homestead and it was smestsb¥y he who built the brmk
housgs;gkcésgggnds as plctured.The present roof ang UOPCh@S are,of course,j
modern but the rather unususl seven panelled dbor geems to be original. 5
With Benjamin Parker lived his two svinster sisters,Sally and Mary.Miss
Sally kept a private school in one of the front rooms which,although laﬂ@d
was ﬁot plastered at that time.It 1s recorded that puplils were expected to
bring their own chairs.The school méstress was prim and exacting;pupll
self—exnreésion after the moderhplan was not on her program.?earning wasg
a wholly serious buslness under Wiss Sally Parker.

Concord was a century old and her cltizens had reason to take pride
in the progress which had brought v»rogperity to a town of gsuch humble
KEntering now on her second cantury,Concord wag for a second

beginnings.
time in her hilstory,preparing to entertain a President of the United v -t

gtates- Gen.Andrew Jackson.



