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not ready for Shakspeare and the enternrise failed for lack of patron-
aga .

Businese was so good alk the new Hagls Coffee Mousgs that in the
soring of I832 the building was enlarged by adding a third story as h
ghowr in our copy of an old lithogra»h.ihs gign then bore ithe name of
John P.CGass who was propristor from I829 to I834.It was Landlord Gass's
boast as te the table of his house-"The living is so good that I have
already got the gout,and as for the bar,thatﬁis well enough."At the rais-
ing of the Eagle Coffeee House,the old czremony of the master workman
dashing a bottle of rum on the newly get ridge-pBle was celsbrated, prob--
ably for th: lagti time in Concord.gefore its destruction in the grsat
fire which swept the east side of Main St.in 18%I,this house sheltered
meny famous people.In I84I-43 Levi P.Morton destined to becoméwV1ce fre§};
ident of the United States,boarded tnere while he was elerking in a Con-
cord store and on the register were such names 2as Benjamin Harrison and

Jefferson Davig, and Sam Hovsheh'

In 1827 a small group of people with liberal views in theolegyi

began services in ths Town Hall with preaching by various Unltarian clar!

gymen from Boston.Barly in the year I82% thsir first pastor,Rev.Moses G.
Thomas,was ordained and ths Unitarian church in Concord was organlzed
with eight membsrs.Col.William A.¥ent was prime mover in thig enterpriss
and hig family provided four of the original elght members.The Unitarian
movement in Concord was hapoily free from the bitterness which accompan-
1ed 1tes beginnings in many other New £ngland communities,in token of
which 1is the‘record that historic First Church invited the new Soclety a
to hold the ordination of #r.Thomas in 1ts o0ld Meetlng-house.Thlis wag a
friendly courtesy but no compromise of its Trinitarian principles, for

the ancient ﬁeeting-house was not a consecrated church pledged to a

definite mode of belief and worship:rather 1t wag,like all old Hew Eng#

land meeting-houses built by the Puritans,a meeting place for civic as
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well as religious purposes«Thaﬁ First Church as a religious body had no

mind to compromise with Unitarian belief 1s witnessed by the fact that

iy

when,the following year,the wife of one of the Unitarian adherents asked
Filrst Church for a recommendation by letter to membership in the new chwd
the record reads:"Voted unanimously-That 1t is inconsistent with our be-
lief in those articles of faith which we have professed,to grant her re-
quest."Such were the princivles of the church veonle of Concord a century
and more ago.

Col.Kent,owning considersble land in the center of ths town,gen-
erously offered a lot to the new Soclety and in the soring of 1829 the
cornerstons of the first Unltarian church was laid.John Leach,a member
of the Society,égégég;d the handsoms wooden building shown in our pictu;§‘
Its belfry tower was topved by a cupola in the shape of an lnvertsd acorn-
a unique‘feature.When the new church was ded;caﬁed in the fall of 1829,

a young clergyman named Ralph Waldo Zmerson had a place on the progran,
gince,during the preceding year,he had preachsed frequently for ihe new
Society.A havoy romance developed durling his visits to Concord for he fell
in love with charming Ellen Tucker,daughter of Col.Kent's second wifeﬁﬁle’
wedding took place in the Kent home in this year of I1329.3omewhat later
Mrs.fmerson pregented the local‘church with a communion gervice which 1s
treasured by the Soclety to this day.In I854 this besutiful example of

4 work in archltectur€was burned and the vresent Unitarian
church ig the third to stand unon the lot glven by Col.Kent.

Following closely uvon the building of the Unitarian church,a
local group of Methodists,in [830,built a chanel on the site now occupled
by the First Methodist Church.In I83I,West Parish organized 1its own Conr
gregational Chirch and dedicated its first bullding in I833.In I3837 the
first building of the South Congregational Churcih was erected in the gar-

den lot of Thomas Wilson's o0ld homestead on the south-west corner of

Main and Pleasant 3ts.Thus,within a few years of the date of the Tolera-
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tion Act(Chapter XXIEK )the unity of religious 1life in Concord intact for
a century,was definitely at an end.Today another csntury of Concord histo-
ry has ended and the demand of certain Protestant leaders is for a return
to one church.It must be obvious to anyone acquainted with the differences
of theological conviction involved,that church unity among Protestants
can be accomplished only by rsnudiation of ths historic Trinitarian faith.

Meanwhile the congregation at the old Meeting-house which, summer
and winter,had filled the great edificg,was now scattered among several
par;shes and by 1842 it was declded to abandon this building with its
varied sssociations sacred,patriotic,political and civic.The First Church
Soclety built -not a meeting-house,but a church,on the lot occupled by its
pregent building and dedicated}go the purvposeg of worship of the Triune
God.Shortly afterward the old Meeting-house was sold to the methndist
Genepal Biblical Institue for a theological school.After about twenty y
years of such service,during which our picture was taken,the Institute
removed to Roston to become a part of Boston University and the 0ld Meet-
ing-houge fell upon evil days.It becams a cheap tenement house and its
final chapter was written thus by the great grandson of its first miniser
(Josevh B.Walker):"On the night of Monday,Nov.28,I870,the purifying angel
wrapped a mantle of flame about it and transvorted it heavenward upon a
chariot of fire."

One of the first stores to be opened in the vicinity of the State
ﬁouse was in a small two-story wooden bullding on the site of II8 N.Mai n
St.,then a part of the Stickney farm.William Gault Waﬁ;its proprietor and
Henry McFarland records that the first cook stove he ever saw came from
Gault's.It was a wonderful affair with a revolwving 1id which could be
turned with a lever go that kettles could be keot over the hottest part
of thas fire or swung to & simmerirg heat.Like his eightwen competitors in

business,Gault dealt in liguors as may be seen from his advertisement 1 n

a local paper:
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"Genuine Liquors and Groceries.
William Gsault
(Opvosite the State House,Concord,N.H.)

Has just received the followlng suvnlies,viz.

I0 casks Wine;

5 hhds.St.6roix Rum;

pives old Cognac Brandy;
do.purs Holland Gin;
casks old Whiskey;
do.Jamaica Spirit.

H N By

W.G.endeavors at all times to keep a supply of 01d Liguors,as

. good as can be found in the capital of New-ingland."

On the floor above the Gault store in I825,William James,Tallor,advzr -
tised for sale-"taliled coats,stocks,and long trousers",indicating the
fasnion in male attire.Closely north of Gault's was the printing office
of Jacob Moore who had come from Andover to learnm his trade in the Pat-
riot off'ice.After finishing his avprenticeship,he was taken into partner-
shiv with Isaac H1ll in the Franklin Bookstore and continued there from
1819 ti111 I823.In that latter year the Bookstore advertisements featured
"latzet novel by Walter Scott,Peveril of the Peak."

Moore had literary taste and abundant enterprise so he leased a
small viece of land from the Stickneys and built there a small shop of
his own,and took over publication of the N.H.Revository which had begun
issue the year before in the old building on"Parliament Corner"(site of
Mazonlc Building)?Having a bent for history,Moore proposed to the town
a local history of about one hundred and fifty pages,and the town meet-
ing voted to pay for sufficient coples t@blace one in each Concord fami-
ly.In I824 "The Annals of Concord",our first local history,was published.
John Farmer from Amherst came to town in I82I and collaborated with
Moore in this work in addition to prevaring in I823 a Gazetteer of New
Hamonshire which was considzrad a model for such work in its time.Both

Woore and Farmer were among the founders of the N H.Historical Soclety §

2.t Portsmouth in‘ISQB.
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Mr.Moore kept & bookstore and dld successful work as an sditor.In 5
the fall of I826,he joined a party for a trin through the WmRite Mouniains
and narrowly escaped ths great flood in the 3aco valley.de saw the dev-
agtatlon around the Willey house in Crawford Notch and brought home the
first accurate account of the disaster.He was,at the times,vrevaring the.
issue of his N.H.Journal and its first number contained a vivid storycef
the Willey Mountain slide-a plece of writing which became a2 classic. .

. In 18%9,Jacob Moore left Concord for wider fields of opnortunity
in Yew York where he edited the N.Y.Whig.Later he lived for a time in
Washington and then joined the '49 Gold Hush.He served as postmaster of
SanFranclseco,IB849-53,after whicn he returned to dNew England to live out
his days in Bellows Falls,Vt.%hlle living in Concord,ir.Moore built a
home on the northeagt corner of State and School Sts.which was afterward
moved to 80 Pleasant St.

North of Moore's printing office in I825,the Stickney orchard
bordered the mein street,fenced in with unvliansd boards bound by withes
to the supporting stakes.Near the lane(now Bridge St.)stood the ample
barn belonging to the Stickney homestead.South of Gault's store wag a
narrow strio of land which Isazc Hill and Joseph Low had purchased and
on this land they sgeem to have bullt some small shops.One@hop i this
vicinity advertised thus:

"Timothy Chandler & Co.oppesite the north-east colner of the
State Hpuae ¥ % Watches,Gold,Paste and Héir Bosom Pins;Gilt Neck Chains

Anulets;Eylet Heedles;Plated Table and Tea Spoons;Gold beads;Knobs and

Rings.
patent Time-pleces,Bight-Day Clocks at their o0ld stand(80 rods

gouth of the State House)." The latter refers to the original clock fac~
tory site,now duntwood lerrace.
In 182%,Bea.Jonathan Wilkins had sold the famous old "Mother"

Osgood tavern on the site of rresent Exchange Block,to Henry Farley

who geems to have rebullt”’ ../ :the structure by adding a wowdep three-
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story "awkward wooden edlfice" on tihe front.It then became known as

Farley's Block and was occupied by business concerns in I825.Isaac Frye
Williams and his brother,Washington Williams,married two of Capt.Richard
Ayer's daughters and had been keeving store at the North End.On the com
pletion of the Farley Bullding they leased it and moved their business
thither.They advertised dry goods,crockery,glass ware and the usual

New Englsnd rum.

In the same block Mlgs P.Bartlett kept a shop which supplied the
ladiss of the town with bonnets,caps and dregses.Also in "Farley's Builde
ing nearly ovvnosite the State House",A.Caven at No.ésold"ﬁuropean and
American goods",while at No.2 a tallor named Stevhen Brown had his shop-
In I826 the Statesman moved into the second floor of Farley's Block and
installed ite presses in a long room on the third floor.Asa McFarland,Jdn
who was connected with the Statesman for more than thirty years,most of
which time he was editor,recalled these quérters:"The apartment in which!
the Statesman was printed was very low studdé&exceedingly warm in sum-
mer and cold in winter .Room was made for the'friskets' of two hand press-
es by constructing a recess in the celling overhead." For quarters on
the two floors the annual rental was $I00.

Luther Roby had founded the Statesman and its first issue edited by
Amos A.Parker,as already noted,had been from an office in the Carrigaln
nouse at the North End.Shortly afterward the office was moved directly
ascross the street into a two-story building on the Davis homestead prop-
ery .After a brief sojourn it took offices in the Abbot building still
standing*on the gsouth corner of Main and Washington Sts.In 1825 it moved
to"a primitive building" on the site of Phenix Block and the following
year it wes installed in Farley's Block.

The post office was still housed in the wooden building south of
Josenh Low's new house oprosite 3chool St. arnd for sevaral years pr.

gamuel Morril and John Farmer carried on an apothecary shop on the floor
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sbove.Next south was Isaac Hill's printing office (I825)and his commodi~ -
ous home and farther gouth was the older printing shop now occupied by
George Hutchins,"I door north of Phoenix Hotel" ,advertising "dry goods,
8i1k,Cotton and Olled umbrellas,Parasols,400 rolls Room Paper,W.I.Goodd'
(includiné the inevitable rum) " and groceries".Hutchins store was one
of the last in Concord to advertise"w.I Goods".

Somewhere along this vart of the main strest,"a few rods below the

p/

Stats gouse",ﬁohn A.Low was carrying on a store"recently Maj.John D.Abbcté
and gelling"Fancy goods,grockery,Glags,hardware,W.I1.Goods and groceries K
He also advertiselpopular lotterieg and claimed that Concord holders had
drawn over #20,000. It was revorted that William Walker had drawn prizes
to the amount of $5,000.but already citizens were gquestioning the wisdmm

of lotterles and shortly public opinion would bring about a law prohibit -

ing this form of gambling.

[

Below the Phenix with its inviting vlazzas and"opposite the Lower
Bank",Hosea Fessenden sold"Military caps,belts,harness and saddles." On
the west side of the street the Columbian Hotel was in high favor with
travellers through Concord.Its stables were roomy and stages for Poris-
mouth,Haverhill,Charlestown and Boston depended upon its hospitality for
man and for beast.Its fame was egtablished under the management of John
Park Gass who prided himself upon the excellent food served in his dining
room which seated one hundred and twenty-five guests.{Piciurs of Culum-
bian Chapter XXX.)

Gags was a nevhew of Stuart J.Park,architect of the State Houss,
and he first came to Concord in I8I6 to act as overseer at the new prison
"to learn them to hammer stone" to be used in building ths new capitol.
After thls work wag completed,Gass entered into partnersnlp with Psar-
born Johnson as already stated,and contracted for the convict lsbor in
ctone cutting until IB820 when he left for the south to build locks and

canals on Saluda river at Columbia,3.C.In 1323 ns rsturned to Concord and
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purchased the Columblan which he conducted for three years during which
time he gerved the famous Lafaysite ¢inner.In I826 he became pronrietor
of the Back-Steeet(Salem St.) House in Boston and later he managed the
Broadway .House 1n New York City.In I829 Isaac Hill persuaded him to re-
turn to Concord to become landlord of the new Eégle Coffee Housge.

To the Columbian there cams in IB26 a fifteen year old lad named
¥athaniel White,with just one shilling in hls pockst.He found work at the
hotel,eaved hls vay and invested in the stage business,driving stage to
Hanover,himgelf.Industrious and thrifty,he prospsred and in 1838 he was
ablz to establigh a stage to Lowall.In parinershilp with Capt.William
vatli& he initiated a new enterprise-an exvregs via stage to Boston with
three round trips weekly.Efficiently managed this bLusiness developed amaze
ingly,esveclally after ths railroad supplanted stages.By the year }856,
Mr.white,in osrinership with B.P.Cheney of Boéton,was handling express
"to all parts of New~Hompshire,Vermont and the Canadasﬁand in due time
their business was merged into the U.S.& Canade Expresg Co.and later into
the great American kxpress Co.of today.This,in brief,is the story of the
first Concord man who acqulred great wealth.Nathanlel White was a good
gteward of wealtlphe was public spirited and a humanitarian.ide supported
the cause of Abolition and it is sald that more than one runaway slave
found sanctuary at the White Farm on Clinton St.Mr.White's name is pre-
served in our princival park for which he donated the land. |

The Columbian stood until deétroyed by fire in I869 but its name is
perpetuated in Columblan Block which now occuples 1ts site.Early in the
nineteenth century the Columbian Artillery was formed as a unit of the
famous IIth Regiment and 1t was made up largely of recruits from Journsy-
man printérs and apprentices.It treasured a single cannon which was ma-
noeuvered by drag ropes and was housedizrtillery headquarters at the Co-

lumbian Hotel.In its latter days the o0ld house was badly run down and
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neglected.One of the"boys" (John W.Ford)who attended the old brick school
then on the site of Parker School,used to tell,with a chuckle,how the
gang-which included €harlie Mellen~destinsd to becoms = famous railroad
executlve-used to foregather at the old tavern to play billiards;and how,
when the pennies ran low,they sometimes locked the shiftless landlord out%
go that he could not keepn score.

The o0ld Columblan was at the very center of the town's activities
and the'first record we find of a circus visiting Concord i1s this adver
tlsement in the Patriot in I827:

"A grand circus will be glven in the rear of the Columbian hotel .The per-
formance will beglin with a grand digplay of six bzautiful whits horses
which will 1ie down and set up" etc.

Landlord Gass was something of a wag and his advertisements were
tyoical of an amusing versonality.Even his church could not escape his
wit for it 1s sald that he favored a certain congregation becauss,as he
dzclared,he could safely go to sleep in the assurance that the minister
would meddle neither in politics nor religion.Whichever of the Concord
churches thus merited his confidence,it was certainly not the old First
Church for Nathaniel Boutnn never hegitated to declare his convictions
on any subject religious or moral.Landlord Gass was probably taking a sly
dig at this outspoken Minlster.

The store built by John West,Jr.(site of Patriot Bullding)was at
thieg veriod occuplised by Wllcomb & Tarlton who ksept a general store but
speclalized in buffalo robes which added much to the comfort of winter
sleighing.In snite of all the evidence that the State House had drawn
business from both North End and Scuth End,the former was not sntirely
bereft of trade as shown by advertisaments in the Patriot(I822-23)which
locate betwsen Washington and present Poarl St. John Titcomb's wheelwrighl

shov,a tailor shon,A"country store" run by R.&D,Davig with a factory in
the rear whers pive was made for the stoves carried in stock.The old
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#est homsstead(site of Waat Gardenf;as oceunled In nart by shops where
Denlel Haseltine advertisedat"No.6 Main St.opposite the upper Bank",
"k1d,morocco and Denmark satin shoes.'Carrigain House was still used for
business and perhaps this w2s the place indicated where'At No.I Cheape.:
slde north end of lMain Street" Williams & West ran a store while William
West was,for the time being,carrying on a store"At the Long Room opposit e
Barker's tavern." It is reasonable to believe that this"Long Room" more
than sonce mentlioned in old advertisements,was the old shon where Elijan
Russell orinted nis"Mirrour" years before.Ths Herberts continued to fimd
business profitable in the various ent2rnrises conducted on thelr prover-
ty on the corner of Ferry road.Such was the tenaclty of North Bnd people
but in spite ofht,trade gteadily drifted down town and naighbors shook
their heads gadly over the 111l fortune which located the State House go

i

far away.

The wegt side of th:s main street south of the Columbian had bat
few places of business in I825.William Low's house on ths site of the
Board of Trade had a chailr shon in its rear.His partner,Benjmin Damon,
lived on the south corner of School St. then and for many years to come.
Filliam Virgin bought a queerly shaped vlece of land directly north of
the Lower Rank(49 N.Main St.),moved away a woodshed standing there and
built a shop whers he revalrsd watches and sold jewslry.

In the old bullding at"Parliament Corner" where Andrew MacMillan
onened the firgt store in Concord,Asavh Evans wag carrying on business
in I825.Years before he had begun trade in town advertising(Patriot
6/5/1809) that he had taken ober the store of Samuel Butters next nort h
of Butters tavern.About that time hé married gne of Dr.Peter Green's
daughters named Zlilza(or Batsgy) .In I825 their home was in the house e
shown in our wnilcturs which stood directly w=at of the stors which Mr.
Evans then occupled.This old nouss now stands at 66-68 Perley 3t.

Mrs.Bvans diled in I83%0 and her widower married Mrs.Almira Dearborn
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Davis,widow of Rob;rt Imvis 2d,the storeksever ai thse corner of Washinz
ton 3% .Agavh Evans goined distinction for,although he sold W.I goods in
bie store,he"voluntarily relinquished the sale of ardent spirits,after
the temmerance reform commernced" ,being the first Concord merchant so to
do.It'ig to be howed that thls virtuousg action was in no way responsible
for his later financlal difficulties.In I83%9 his home was sold by the
gheriff,John Pettinglll,who shortly became owner and occupant of the
house.In I842 Asaph Evans died in Wew York City.

Next morth of the Evans store was a shoon where Charles H¥oag had
kevt a bookbindery,but during this year of I825 he moved adérossg the gtreel
into 2 small shov directly north of John Leach's ornate new house.About
the same time he vurchased an acrs lot next nortin of Sampson Bullard's
new brick nouse(44 J.i-in St)and lived thereon until absut IB35.

On the eact side of the main atrest and bslow Hovkinton road,the’

"0ld red tannery"of Ebenezer Dustin's was still standing and in the imme-
diste neighborhood William Gault owned considerable land,a part of which
was Mrg.Ganlt's inheritance from her father,William Stickney.Thers on
the gite of 33 S.Maln St.the Gaults wers goon to bulld a home.Next north
was the home and the paint shop of Nathan Farley who would later develop
the firet marble works in Concord on this proverty.Farley's house stood
on the site of Hall Brothers Co.(3I S.Main St.)and it is remembered as
a long,low,one-gtory buillding painted red.Since it stood on sloping
ground 1ts east side was two storles in height and our picture copled !
from 2 painting,shows thls east elevation with the gables of the present
house at 33 rising above 1t.In this house Nathan Farley lived for more
than forty years and before hls time it was(in part,at least)the"Wiggin
tannery"-orobibly identical wlth the ancient Dustin tannery.

fleiphborly on the south side of the Gault's new house there was an

old eleughter house owned and operated by Jersmiah Frichard who supplied

the village with fresh beef.later Elisha Morrill and Samnusl Blake,Jr.,



XXKIII. 28
“butchers?carried on the business.In Francls West's entertaining diary
there is a boy's aceount of a fire in this vieinity in I839:
"Tuegday I4th May

Was awakened this morn by the ringing of bells and the cry OQFire!
Lesapad out of bed and hurried on my clethes and ran out and found it to
be Sam'l Blake's house.There were two families in the house.When I got
there atout % past 4 o'clock,the flames were bursting out of the windows
and doors.The barn adjolning was most burned down.The flames came rushing
down the front stalrs and frem 21l varts.It was'awfully grand''! The two
men that owned ths house sc2emed to feel very badly.One of them(Mr.Leavitt

Virgin) had a cow,a calf end a hog,in the bafn,which were burnt to a

EEEEE! The three englnes done their éuty.By this time the next house on
ths gouth was on fire.The firewards finding it imvosssible to save the
first one redoubled thelir exertiong upon this.They saved it from being
much damaged.In the former was a large amount of Furniture &c of which
vary little was saved." ‘

Below the Rogers farm,Charles Mutchinsg conducted an up-to-date
"Emporiun"in a building shown in our picture-made in later years after 1t
had baen transformed into a2 garage.The building was degtroyed by fire in
19%2.In IB00 Samusl Butters had kent store on the same site-possibly in
the same building-and thils was whare Asaph fvans began his business ca-
reer in Concord.Mr.Hutching who 1lived on the Thorndike farm across the
street,advertigsed in 1825:

"Dry goods,Broadcloth,Cassimeres,Rattinets,Bombazetts,Twilled and

Plain Drillings,Bombazines,Cambrick muslins;Chopps and Bandanna;Black

Sarsanstts and Sinshaws."(All undoubtedly the fashlonable fabrlcs of tle

day.)
"Algo-A goneral assortment of Crockery, Hardware and W.Indlia Goods."

"wanted
4000 yards of Tow & Linen Cloth.2000 1lbs good Butter."

The North End had a new doctor ameé his home is still standing as plc=-
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tured,with some modernization.In the early yearaz of the nin@tesnthe cen-
Ctury,the town was interested 1n a water suvply to replace the old wells
and clsterns hitherto in use.There wesre abundant geprings in the hillside
elong vresent Spring 3t.and Lt was found practical to pipe water from
tnem to varlous nelghbornoods.Wooden condults made of hollowed logs were
used for thz vpurcosge,but in IBI6 a man named Todd came t: town with a
scheme for making lead ploe for the vurvose.Me purchased a lot from the
south edge of fhe Carrigain estate and built for himself this house now
standing at 2%0 N.Main St.The lead pipe business failed to prospepr and
three years later the house was for sale.
In 1822 Dr.Peter Renton,a Scottlsh vhysiclan rscently arrived

in this country,purchased the housz.He wag gn able medlcal man aud a
plecturesgque charscter and for twenty yearg or more this was his home.
Dr.Renton loved a garden and so he laid out tpe glope eagt of hils house,
into terraces and there are still survivors of his plantingjﬁong years
ago:a hawthorn hedge,a larch and a weevning &gh tree.One of his Snow aoplé
irees bears fruiérhorsenadisn flourishes.Long ago there were gmall frults
in this garden but rasvpberyy and currant bushes have guccumbedﬁc time.

(In I949 this old garden was destroysd to make a2 varking vlace for Rumﬂri

Dr.Rzenton grew in his garden the herbs which physicians then com-
pounded into medicines.His barn had thrse stalls where he kect his horses
but that and the carriage house wers torn down ysars ago.When Dr.Renton
promoted the flour mill at West Concord(Chapter XXIV)he added an ell t o
his house and extended 1t to the sidewalk.There the product of tne mill
was stored.That ell-now reduced in size-was used at a later time by Dr.
Renton ag a small theatre where the Thesvlang,a local dramatic gociety,
wag organized and vroduced vlays.Well -known nzople of the town took
vart in thesz amateur productions.

Isaac Andrew Hill reminisced(Patriot 7/31/1900)~-
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"Dr.Renton asg Don €aesar de Bazan and as Roderick Dhu in the Lady of the

Lake:hls sister Christie,how beautiful she was,the Scoteh lasslie,with her
cherry cheeks,as dressed in plaid,she vlayed theLady of the Laksa.k®iixw %
A youth over six feet tall#*##* ghook the whole Peter Renton mansion,as

he fell stone dead on ths scantling platform,while playing the part of
Goliath of Gath."

The next owner of the houge,Dr.William Prescott,used this ell for
hig unusual collection of interest to students of natural history.Many
vigitorg came to Concord to visit his museunm,the contents »f which ultim
ately became the proverty of a collegs in a dlstant state.In 1846 he sug~-
gested the formation of a Natural History Society and he became its first
oresideﬁt.It had a considerable membership and maintained a museum and
library in Ayer's Biock(later Sanborn's Block)on the site of Hill's
Brick Block)next gouth of the State House.All ﬁhese wsre lost in the
fire which destroyed the block in I864.Since Dr.Prescott's day,the house
at 236 N.Main St.has been in vossegsion of John Abbott,Mayor of Concord
1856-58,and his descendents.

Dr.Renton was a supporter of the First Church where he made his
prasence eloquent in a pew of unusual pretension.It was,in fact,two of
the ligeting~house pews combined into one and finely upholdtered,carpeted
and curtained in vivid crimson,witih comfortable chairs in place of the
ordinary hinged seats.Our pictures of Dr.Renton and his wife were loaned
by a neighboring family at the North End and must be specimens of early
photography in the city of Boston whither the Rentons moved in the early
forties.The style of dress for prosperous vpeonle of that era ls of inter-
est .

Dr.Renton left town in indignation because of the results of a -
Fourth of July escavade in which his son,John,figured.For some years
the Fourth had been a time of dsagerous hilarity which devloped into

reckless rowdyism.Ths let-down in adult morals was beginning to bear ¢
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#ruit In the younger gensration.On the evening of the holiday 1n I842,
Vwme young men attempted the usual demonstration in splte of vrevious warn-
ing from the town fatherg.Defiance se=zms to have added to their customary
violence and a parrel of tar was llghted in the middle of the State House
yard and f'ire balls were togsed about indiscriminately,gréatly endanger-
‘ing the wooden bulldings in the vicinity.A svecial committes of constables
‘and firewards were on hand to keep order but were soon nelpless before‘
this mob of youth.peautiful treeg were aginged by bonfires and the rioters
even Lére down a small house to feed the fires.The orgy endsd only when
the hoodlums bescame exhausted.

There was swift retribution,for during the next few days the con-
gtables wers busy serving.warranta.John Reuton was one of those brought
to trial and,because of the orominence of his family and the skill of his
lawyers,this was one of the famous court cases in the Concord of that gen-
eration.The jury brought in a verdict of gullty which was reversed two
years later in the Superior Court,on anoeal.But Dr.Renton,feeling that
his son had endured more than his share of the dlsgrace in which so many
others had been implicated,shook the dust of Concord off his feet and
moved to Boston where hs built uv a very successful practice.

All thie was a decade later than the vperiod whidh‘concerns thig
chapter,but it is of interest to conclude with the account of a Fourth
of July celebration written in the ysar I839 by Francls S.West,a fiftee n
year old who Joined the gang.Francls was the gon of John west ,Jr.who died
thras years before leaving his widow with six young children to care for.
Francls kept a dlary and was,at the®" time,beginning his anvrenticeship
in the Statesman office under Ela & Flanders,'my masters" as he calls 1
them in deelaring himself"devrived,as it wsre,of my liberty for six whole

years."Perhaps it is not to be wond=sred at that the boy bubbled over on

the holiday.

"Thursday July Fourth
(another)



XXXIII. 32.

Bang' Bang. Whoosh!" (Here the diary has s crude drawing of a cannon
belching smoke) "Got up at 4 o'clock,and found that the landscape was
covared with dense fog.Went to the office and went from there t¢ work.
Donea my'chores & set nearly I,000 type before breakfast.Received 25¢
from Mr.Flanders for over work last Saturday afternoon.Looked around a
little and went to breakfast,& from there to General Davis's orchard"
(Note:vorobably the orchard which ussd to occuvy the present side of

I04 N.Statz St.)"and went to work on our dinnsr establishment.@We soon
went uv inithe woods & got some poles fo sustain our pavilion.Came back
and spent twop or three hours in work.Got »ur pine bushes and an hundred
yards of white canvas raised over a beautiful grass nlat.ﬁearly I2 u'el
o'clock went down street and(with othsre)brought uvp beer,lemons,cakes of

all kinds,vies,custards &c.Bye &nBye young ladies came and began to

"trim up'and sst the table stc.Bye & bye thingé were got ready and bye
and bye we sat down to a handsome.repast as anyone could wish.
y “In the afternoon I went with many others"into the drink",or in
plainer wordg,in gwimming.After I got back I saw handbillsg stuck up to
the following effect.'An act passed June session 18%9.Any person exhib-
iting Fireworks,throwing ¥ire balls,rockets or any other combustible
matter in the 3tate House vard snall be liable to pay five dollars &c,
&c,%c¢,&c,&c,&e, (By the way we boys have our firsworks in the above plaeﬂ
And ig 1t so?Are we to be thus despolled of cur liberties,by a set of

men not fit to eat cold victuals?lLoco Foco demagogues' ag they are.We
shall see.The afternoon goes slowly off the stage.Took some lemonade jus€
before dark.

® Eight o'clock-svening.Smash-a-tee-bang.Whir-r-r-r! Fuz-g:! {[{eader
didst ever go where the balls flew? The way they flew tonight in the

State Houge yard was a caution.Tory legislature to the contrary notwithe

gstanding.Fir=s balls flew merrily across the yard I assure you.Police

officers did not attempt to stop us.Cause why;they knew 'twas no use.



fhile thle was golng on in the yard,l2t us vigit 2 gquadron of boys with-
out who are making monstrous filres.What are thoe2 which thess boys are
brinzing along? Mr.A's boxes whic: tney havs taken with true Yankee splr-
1t'fvam pehind his store.What ars those others? ¥r.B's hossheads and
barrals-obtained ditto.There igs a great crowd with an artiele of consid
erable size lugeing along.What is that?Thob is ¥r.L's necegsary JHa'Hal Ha
Ha'Hal

) My eyes' If there aint another! lhese boys are not afrald of anythimg
I really belisve.

'And such a sound qf%aila mv ears,
And such a smell my nose.

R R R I R R R b L b e S P
“After almost running my heels off my shoeg-burning the skin off my
fingers-and tiring my legs almost to death ‘thinks I to myself',I'll go
home and se2 how the bed feels.And amid the nolise of sqguibb-crackers and
'shouts of the multitude' I dsvarted by the light of the most gloriocus
firs "

It seems obvious that such doings were condoned by many of their
elders,else the custom could not have been tolerated yeer after year.
Three years later the climax czme in the ssnsstional trial of John Renton
after whlch,order ssems to have been rsstored to Fourth of July celebra-
tiong.Such events show that Concord was living at increased tempo and
that the deterioration due in large measure to intemperance,had lowered

the traditional morale of the townsneople.



