| Chapter XXXI.
Rev.Nathaniel Bouton,D.D.

Considering its influence upcen the contenmporary generation and its
slgnificance for generations to come,the cutstanding event of the year
1825 wag the ordinastion of Rev.Nathaniel Pouton as Minister of First
Church.¥r.Bouton himself,bslieved profoundly that God directed him to
gervice in Concord and,réviewing his long pastorate from the vantags
point of a century later,one finds ample justification for his belizf.

When Dr.McFarland'g health broke in I823 and the faithful Minister
sent his regignation to his beloved church,it was a time of crisis very
general in gscular and religious affairs throughout ?ew En: 31and .The
0ld order was passing and nowhere wsag the change more obvious than here
in Concord.A capital clty could not remain rursl and mors and more the
ploneer tradition of conservative and geimple standards was overborne by
newcomers intent upon material prosgperity and political advantage.Turn-
pilkes, stage routea,the Concord Boatling Company«ail tended Lo outmode the
simple life of by-gone days.Worldly ambition and economic progress took
ite toll of spiritual purvose and vision.

Firgt Church felt the restlessness of changing times.The Toleratlon
Act was a step in religious freedom:it wag also an influence toward
church disintegration,as evidenced by the rapid dsvelopment of rival
gacts in Concord.Newcomers to town introduced a llberalism alien to the
orthodox theology of the pioneerg:a liberalism intllectually stimulatingf
put s=ldom votent in character building or moral leadership.The lottery
a3 a method of finmancing public imvrovements and worthy institutions,
becsme the accepited vrocedure although it undermined the ©ld standard of’
thrift and,with‘new eage of 1iving,maved the way for a wild speculation
which,in anether decade,was Lo produce a wmest dissstrous financlial pan-
L¢ throughout ihe nation.The vld self-disclpline relaxed and drunkeness
had becoma a 1l:cal preblem.

oncord needed a Minister with a2 valiant soul to maintain the Failth
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nich had bullt our town in righteousnsess:a Minister with an understand-
ing mind to meet the problems of the dsy:a Binister with a consecrated
purnosas to uphold the standard of Christian morality in a time of decad-
ence.Such was Lhe challenge which Nathaniel Pouton accevted when,at the
age of twenty-five,he arrived 1in Soncord.Forty=two ysars later he com-
pleted hig task,able to say-"I have kevt tha Faith."

The doubts common to all youibh of ksen intellect and ingquiring
mind had troubled his studert days,but through prayer he won such shin-
Ing assurance that he came to his first pagtorste ready to acceni the
traditional belief of FirstChurch.a very old meubcr of the Church,Miss
Mary Framscss Gilbson who died in I®36,hsd a vivid memory of Dr.Bouton's
presching in tne last yesars of his pastorate anrd she wrote: "In declar-
ins and affirming the accented Articles of Faith,the Deetor would marsnal
argunents evar growing stronger until he sometimzs brought on thelir irre
utable elimax with a ringing 'a fortlori';when his descending fist would
striks the desk with resowding triumphant emphagis.”

Jur firgst picture of Nathanisl Bouton ls copled from an early por
trait and shows him as hs iooked when he arrived in Cencerd in 1825.He
was born in Norwalk,Conn. in IT99,the youngest inm 2 family of fourtesen
chilfrendis parents were of English stock with French Buguenot anecestry
and hiz father hed a small farm with a eomfortable Iliving bubt hever much
money .Nathanlel's ambiltion wss fo become a printer and e was apprenticed
to that trade when,attending evangelistic meetlngs held by a young Yale
giudent,he wasg orofoundly stirred.His sixteewnth birthday found him at
the cross rosds with as entirely new outlook for the future."As I arose,”
he saye,"I resolved thal I would give myself,without reserve, whelly and
forsver Lo the gervice of God,my Maker and Benefactor,that Chrilst hence-
forth should be accented and owaed as my Saviow aand that in whatever

condition I was placed,rdligion should be my chief concern.”

1y
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Thus dedicatsd to God,ke nsver faltered in his purpose,although 1t

¢
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wag with ﬁisglving that he recognized his call to the ministry.The way
wag far from clear for there was no money to buy back his indenture as
aoorentice,to gsay nothing of the great exmpense of sducation for the pro-
fesslon.But good friends anpeasrad to supplement his own effort and "by
the good providence of God",he vrepared for college,graduated at Yale
and comnleted the three year course at Andover Theological Seminary,grad-
uating as valedlctorian of his class."In regard to college Gxpenses and
biils" ,he writé& P most gratefnily remember that somehow my wants wsre
all supnlied.”

At tie close of his course at fAndover,a committee of Boston men en-
gaged ilm to preach for three months for a naw church in procsgs of opr=

ganization at the North ind,znd lmmedistely following graduation he lett

the Seminary for a briefl vigit at homs befors snlering uvon his sngage -
ment .Tharesby he just miesed a Concord man who nad gong to Andover candi-

date hunting,and to whom young Bouton hasd been rscomwmended by hls profes-
gors.Samuel Flstcher,bsq. was a cautlous rapresentative of a caubious
church and so he decided to listen to tue younz man's valsdlctory essay
vafore sevprosching him.By this narrow margin the Concord church logi,for
ns Lime being,lta opportunity.

But Mr.Fletcher was not to be dJdiscouraged and so,in spite of ‘Mr.
Beuton's Boston contract,he would not absndon ho?e:The young preacher
begen his work at a chapel on Charlton St.in Boston and very seon he
heard that Mr.Fletcher was making the effort to securs from the Boston
groun a release from hisg contract.Very genercusly the group put the gques-
tion up to Mr.Bouton and gave him frese eholce in the matter.The offer
was a Tlattering one for sa youmg a man,but,through geauine modesty,he
vesitated Lo accent."I had hsard that Concordéd was & difficult place be -
cause it was the capltal of the 3iate,and there were mamy lawyers and
educated men who wers eritical,and not easy to gsult.#*%% T was distrust-

ful of my ability."
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Conglestently with his dependsnce upon God,the young minister gave
prayerful consideration to his problem and finally dscided to go to Con-
cord for a confersnce with 1ts church revregentativss.He mads the trip

hy stage and was met at the Columbian Hotel by feq.Flestcuer and Hon.Sam-

o

uel Morril.At theilr earnest sollcitation he agreed to supply the church

s a candidate for sseven weeks beginning on the last Sabbath of October,

™

1824.His first sermon was under embarrassing conditlong,for Rev.ir.Galé

laudet,orincival of the Asgylum for the Peaf and Dumb in Hartford,Conn.,

wes present by invitatlon,and gave an elogquent address in behalf of that
{nstitution.The young candidate had ths unhaony tagk of followlng an abe
le and experienced gveaker before an unusually larse congregation which

tncluded many members of the legislature then 1n session.

During these weeks ia Concord,Vr.Bouteon boarded in the Fletcher
home ( formerly occupied by Hon.Thomas W.Thempson,2nd now 6-8 FTim St.) g1v
ing his forenoons and evenings to preparation of nis sermons andé the af-
ternoons to calls upon such familles as hig aponsors recommanded to him.

2

In this way he became familiar with the parish,but it was a t g or-
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deal for he found little co-operation from the psople.During all seven
wesks of his stay,only two men-Gsorge Kent and Judgs Samuel Green-called
uepon him socially.At the end of the period he left town without the
slightest hint as to whether he had prowved satisfactory or not-"except
Des.Jonathanh Wilking remarked to me after my last germon, that'seven weeks
was rather a short time for a candidateship.'" But,on Januery 1,1825,the
ehurch called Rev.Mathanlel Bouton to be her first Minister under the
new dlsvensation which removed church from town jurisdiecticn.

“nat gort of a youmg wuan was this,called to the regpensibilities of
a great narish in the capital of New Hempshire? He was modest 2nd unas-
guning and his only assurance in sccepting the call was his vrofound be-
11ef th2t CGod was leading him.¥r.Bouton hed &an eicellent‘miﬂéﬂlofty

by hl IS
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dy purpose and 1nfinite capacity for self-discinline.This

(6]
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ege,in a set of slx resolutlions for daily living:

I.Early rising(about % o'clock)and garly ratiring.

II.Private devotlons upon rising and before gieering.

III.Ten hours study,two hours reading,four hours exercise,ssven hours

sleep.
I¥.Regular attendance upon chapel prayers apnd all college classes.

V.Cppose vice and promot¢ vibtue among his comvanions,and"keen a
slrict wateh ovsr my own conduct and conversation.”
VI."That in 211 my pursuits I will aim to keep the glory of God ana

the interssts of the Redeemer's Kingdon in view."

8

,From that time until 1hs end of his days,Nathanisl Bouton's lite
wag keyed to this sixth resolution ard =211 his preaching was inspired oy
g sense of hls personal obligation te #espa Christ.hieg opinions were calm-
ly consicderad,carefully welghad and when acceptsd as convictlons,thers was
no compromise .He was fearlsss in expresslig guch cenviction in his nulpit
even though,as in the case of tamerance reform and the slave trafflc,it
cost him friends and sometimes parisiboners.lis own 1ife was"s rich exve-
rience of the Gospel in his own heart" and he was sble thereby te vroclainm
the truth with authority.

The period of Dr.Bouton's ministry in Concord was a difficult and
trying @ne becszuse of current theologlcal,soclal and wmoral provlems.The
physical demands of hig large varish were somawhat apvalling and,when he
gought counsel of good Dr.McFarland the latter gave him little comfort:
"Do all vou cun and you must leave the rast undone."The young vastor re-
glized that hlis gelf-discivline must be kept rigidly-early riging and re-
tiring,careful dlet amd—ewseedse,and dus amount of exerciss that his men-
tal and physical powers might be egual to his task.His program of vrivate
daevotions,studyv,cultural reading,sermon writing and parish visiting,nscesa-

sitated the subordination of every private interest,sven that of his fam-

1ly,t> the service of his church.
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At the end of a quarter century of such disciplineg 1life and labor,.
he found time to write hls invaluable Historv of Concord,2z tssk made pos?
sible by hle established mode of life.In the early days of hig ministry
he was called upon tc make various historical addregses and thelr preps<
aration,because of his routine duties,was svread cvsr several mouths.Suck
was the case when he prepared tha address for the centennial annivsrsary
of hie church in I830.%he work fascinated him as he slowly gathsrsd ste=-
riegs and traditions of vioneer days while maklng making his parisi cails.
The f%ults a0 delighted him that he continued ths habit wf talking about
the old timesg as hils visited the homesg of hig people until,after twenty
yearg,ﬁe had a mass of data.ln zddition he wmade a thorough study of the
meruscriot town records-all belng done,zns he gald,"con amore" .But the
task of preserving this material in publishsd form was,in hie busy life,
"to1l to which I confess,human endurance w2e hardly equal.” .

"Wy historyihe relates,"went on t1ll, after three years,the
work came to lits terminatiocon.lt was a 1ittles too much!toward the clogs,
I found myself becoming nervous and unsagy.After writing sn hour or so ,
my hand wéuld tremble;I thought the ven was tired of my filngers,and
wouldn't make a good mark.lhen I would lay it down and walk across the
room,or run out intc the open air.But thanks to the good Providence
which watehsd over me,I finished the composition of the history in just
about three years,and wrote the whole with one gold pen-nor was I hine
dered in this,or smy vart of my work by & single day's sickness."

When Nathaniel Bouton was ordained in Concord in March #£825,his
wag the only church building In town excent for the Friends'Meeting-
house where only a fsw families worshivpped.The only other settled pastor
wang Rev.willlam Taylor of ths new Baptist organizatlon then in process
of bullding its church edifice.During the fortywt%o years of Dr.Bouts

on's ministry,sixteen churches of the Congregational and other denomina=
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tlong were bullt in Concord,sach taking,more or less,toll from the old
"irst Church.As a result the old Meeting-house n~» longer had its congre-
gation of sgeven to eight hundred each Sabbath,and the parish decided tmt
2 modern church of smaller cavaclty should be erected(I1842).

This was in no sensge defeat but,rather,the inevitavle regult of the
Toleration Act.[n spite of increasing competition,Dr.Bouton'a minlstry
brought nearly eight hundr=d new members into hisg church,many of them
through the influence of evangelistic services in whilch he had great
faith, since by that method he,himself ,had bzen brougnt into Lhe Kingdom.

S0 sble a leader became automaticslly =2 sirong influence in hils de-

.
nonination throwughout the sgtats and he gave himself generously to 1ltas

srnrises,easveclally those along misslonary lines.With two excentlions

o
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he felt coustrained to refuse all positiong of honor in ihc sgewlar fleld
for he had neither time nor ensrgy Tfor such yeanonsibility.Tne WO con-
cessions which he made were in serving as vragident of the N.H.Historl-
cal Soclety and as trustee of Dsrimeouthr college ,the latter over a peri

of thirty-eeven years.The collsge trusteesnhip wae hardly secular in na-

turs for im Lhose days the college was definitely & Chrilstian 1nstitut10£

It was onc of Dr.Bouton's greatest satisfactions that to thls college
which bestowed upon him the degrse of Doeter of Divinity,he wasg lagtru-
mental in bringing as its new president,Rev.Asa D.Smith,vestor of a Fres-
byterian caurch in New York City.

In I866 Dr.Bouton resgigned his @astarata entirely upon hls own ini-
tiative,becauge he felt that the old order was charging agaln and that
nis beloved chureh nesdsd a younger man.He trusted implicitly that God
would provids for his temporal need and thathfaith was Justifled.For a
numbar of years he was in grzal dewxand as = guprly otreacher and,in ad-
dition,hs was gppointed State Historian by gpeclal act of the legislature
f'or eleven hapny years he busled himself sditing and trangeribing by -

hand, the old provincial papers from the original manugcripts-a task for
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stich he was eminently fitted.Then,heving no furthsr task, e who had
never known illness fell briefly 111 and quistly yiclded hls spnirit to
nis lMaker.

In a little leaflet of memories of tunis"outsianding figure™,Misse
¥Mary P.Gibson,member of tlle viloneer 3Jticknsy family, gave this vivid
mcture ol Dr.Bouton.He wag,she gays,a little below mucidm helght,erect,
brigk and firm of step and phygically vigorous :ven in old age.luring
later years he wore a'brown wig inclined to curl vilch bade defiance
to symptoms of pasgging Tims."Under that wig shone keen syes through gold
rimmed gpectacles.He alwaye wore"black broadcloth,a standing‘dickay'aﬁd
nigh white stock,a long black €lrcular cloak in winter,and a tail black
hat at all eeagonmaﬁa carried a stout cane not for suprort,’bat wislded
in such a way that 1t suggested to my imagination a symbel of autnority.“
4ig pregence was invariably dignified although''blended with a very cour-
teous kindly manner."'This dignity was not éssumed:it was,rather,ths nag-
ural result of his abiding sense of holy gtewardship.

The debt which Concord owss to Nathaniel Bouton for pressrving her
plone=2r traditlions and o0ld family history,isg obvinus;but there 1is anote 1
debt quite as actusl although less tan:ibls.Buring the ysars of chaotlic
and bitter controversy in public affairs,hs held befors our psovnls the
Christian standard of righteousnegs.This was hig great contribution to
the up-bullding of New Hamnghire's cavnitsl.To him,in no small degree,we
owe the vreservation of a proper balance in valuss during a perlod of
definite spiritusl decadence.Under his leadership,First Church consist-
ently maintainesd its orthedox vrinciples while eonsenting to provigion
for the changing spiritual dsmands of many Concord peorie@.

Timothy Walker planted this vinejard for God:Nathaniel Bouton
brought 1t to 1ts greatest period of fruitfulness,and that in a period

of moral confusion.The traditional power of First Church in moral and

spiritual leadership stilll blessed the town and the state,as Concord
faced the second century of her history.



