Chavnter XXVIII.
A Capital for New Hamnsnire.
According to the cénsug of I8I0,0oncord's pomilation was about
2400 with a large proportion of the peovle living on the farms away from
the village street.In tho year I873,Asa McFarland,Jr.gave an address be-
fora the local Board of Trade in which he made refeﬁ&wﬁeto the cpnserva-
tive character of Concord.From the very first,hs declared,thers had been
a tendency to regard nswcomers as intruders and town growth ag undesir-
able s0 that"excessive conssrvatism bseames++* a gcharacteristic of the
early inhabitants."But in spite of this loeal spivit,younz men continued
to come from the outside world té seek thelr fortunes im Concord,and,as
wve have observed, they Qrﬂught new ideas and new enterpriss into the quist
town.In the process'tney provoked more or lesg activa resistancs from
some of the descendents of the plonsers who desired nothing mors than
that Concord should continue to bs a guiet rural village.

The slow and somewhat” unwilling progrese into an urban center f@ri
the stats was speaded up by the building of a prison in I870-1I2 and prﬁdsz
ln that structure wag a definite influsence in dsveloping Concord as the l
capital of New Hampshire.The long ago selection of the site for Peuny-
cook Plantation was now justified in ways little suspected by the pio-
neers,for it was the abundance of granite on Rattlesnaks hill whieh was
a definite factor in deciding the loeation of the state's first prison.
Ty legislativs act,this building wag offered to our town omn condition
that 2 site should be donated and that all necessary granite for 1its
construction should be delivered free of cost.te ths state.

The Revolutionary patriet,Capt.Joshus Abbot,gave a two acére lot
from hig ancestral farm for the purpose-a gection bounded today hy
¥.3tate St.,Beacon,Marrod and Tremont Sta. Bouton gays:"The lecation was
thousht to bz quite out of the way of business and porulation'- a senti~
mént which sounds like South End propaganda.Im gplte of suech criticism

the wort bsesn and with such good rregrazss undsr supsrvision of Stuart
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J.Park that 1t was possible to eomplete the building in two years instead
of three as required by the contract.

Stone. from Rattlesnake hill had been used freely by the towasfolk
gince that early day when the ploneerg brought thence the stones for
their grist mill.@reat surface boulders and ledges provided granite for
khimnéys,hearthstones,doorsteps,fenc@,posta and verious other purposes.
The prison was the first sizable building censﬁ;ueted with Concord gran-
ite and the stone came from land owned by Benjamin Kimball on the hill
glope near the present State prison.Such surface stone provided ample
supply for ths. needs of a century and the first quarry was not opened
until I834.

In the Patriot for Dec.2I,I8II,we find- " Wotlice:Those persons

who subscribed to haul stones for the State Prison are requested to attend
to 1t as soon as possible as the etones are mow ready.Cash given for haulﬁ
ing tvo hundred er three hundrsd ton of Stonss,if applied for goon. Abiel
Wélkert“; and so the farmers yoked their oxen and hitched them' to clumsy
homemade sleds and down the snowy highway,ths last of the sfone wes
dragged to complete the bullding.Qur plicture of ths original prison is
copled from a drawing.

Plang called for a three-story structure but durimg the process of
bullding-, it was agreed that a fourth story should be added.The ¢ells-~
thirty-six in number,were in a three-story wing on the sguth side whoge
walls were three feet thick.The first and second floors were lighted(and
ventilated)by slits five or six inches wide and thirty inches high,while
the top floor had small square windows with iron bars.A small yard in
front of the prison was enclosed by a semi-circular fenee of pickets fif-
teen feet high and in the rear the prigen yard was enclosed by a wall
fonrteen feeﬁ high faced with granite and surrounded by a range of pick=

ets ten feet in height.

So great wa3d the imterest in this the filrst of our state build -
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ings that visitors bscame a burden and 1t was necaessary to restrict them
efter Jan.I,I813,to certain hours on Saturdays only.Ameng thesge early
visitors was President Bwight of Yale college who declared it to be a
fins building and, in his "’fravels" he comparss it as "a noble esdifice of
Yeautiful granits" te the disadvantage of the prison in his own state of
fonnecticut .Even ultra-conssrvative Concord felt reepyciled to the growth
and changs whieh made for sueh fame.

Prior to bullding the prison,the N.H.leglslaturs took action toward
& revision of the state's penal code.The committee appointed for this
¥ork congisted of three Portsmouth lawyars,Jeremiah Masdn;maniel Webster
and Joun Goddard,and their recommendationg ware adopted.The new wode was
a markad advanee in humaneg attitfude toward c¢riminals for it reduced cap-
ital ¢rimes from €ight in number to only two-treason and murder.

Concord's granite industry,destined +to becoms her greatsst and
most continuously productive business,had its bsginnings within the walls
of the new prison since,for some years after its opsning,the coanvicts um-
dsr contract labor were the only granite workers in town.This small prison
eost with 2ll its furnishings,$37,000.Its preduct in granite. was relative-
ly small to that time many years later when stome worth $I,300,000.wasg
shipped from Concord to Washington for the construction of the Qongression
8l Library. ' \

The first inmate in‘ the new prison was a horse thief from Mersedith who
gerved a five year sentence.In less than twenty years the prison popula-
tioh demanded larger quartérs and a north wing was added which sufficed
until 1880 when the old buwilding wag abandoned for our present prison.
The first warden of the olé prison was Trueworthy G.Dearbera(I8I2-I8I8)
who made his homé in the DeadDavid Hall house on the. present Court House
lot.His skill in the stone business established a standard method of stone
splitting and cutting.After his death in 1824,his widow kept the 01d home

88 a boarding house untll her death twenty years later,and Dr.Bouton who
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Bnew her well,refers to her as"good motherly widow Sarah Dsarborn,living
An ths old yellow house on the hill where the State House ought to have
it cod, whose benevolence excseded her meang of giving." This old house
igtands today in Fosterville ag recorded in an earlisr chapter.

The name of Pillsbury is closely identified with the first prison
for lioses C.Pillsbury was warden from I8I8 till I826 and again from I837
§111 I840.His son,John C.Pillsbury,was warden from I870 till the prison
'wug sbandoned in I830.0ur picturs shows the old orison in its last days
und ex-Warden Moses C.Pillsbury stands at the gate.

The time had arrived when gulet Concord was to exert a &éfinite
{nfluence in national affairs through the genius of ths young editor of
the Patriot.Under Federalist leadership policies had,consistently with
the princivles of Washington and Hamilton,favored a moneyed clasg in the
eitles.As a result the new nation grew rapidly in industrial and financilalj
power.Wealth became somewhat concentrated in the northern gtates where
mmudacturihg made progress and shipping produced great fortunes.Peliti-
cal opposition to Federalist principles came from fhe common people who
agpoused the Jeffersonian pronouncemént that all men are created free
and squal amd therefore &all men have equality as a right .Few of Jeffer-~
gon's followers in that day realized that he,being’ a fafm holder,had
certain reservations in his theorizimg:he based his principles upon his
knowledge of and faith in,the gelf-reliant farmers of the land.It 1s sald
that he had very little confidence in the so-called commom people of the
cities.(Eplc of America,J.T.Adams)

Funope was at war.The French revolutiom had overthrown monarchy
in that country and Jafferson whose theories of equality and democracy
vers largaly inspired by earlier French philosophers,was naturally sym-
pathetic with that country.The Federalists,on the other hand, openly sym-
pathized with England and thelr scorh of the Jeffersonlans found expres-

gion in the derisive term”"Democrat" .This epithet stwck and becams. the
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the party name of the erstwhile Republigans-the liberal party establishe
under Jeffersoen's lezadership.

The Eurapean warg threatened again and agaln to involve the Unitec
Stateg and threat became a menacse when,during Jefferson's gecond admlnie
tration,hostilities opened between France and England.Both nations commi
sd outrages on American shipoing so vital to our prosperltyland our na-
titon 80 rich in territoy aumd natural resources and so gtabilized in her
new government,found herslf on the high gsas at the mercy of these Euro-
pean combatants.In I80Q James Madison,a Republican(Democrat)who had serw
as Secretary of State in the Jeffergon administrations,was inaugurated
president .Knowing hils sympathy to Jeffersonian principles,the Federal-
ists susplcious of porular government with 1its temdency toward pure de-
mocraey ,became thoroughly alarmed for the future of the nation.

An influential group of Federalists from Esgsex County,Mass.which wag
ths great shipping center of New England,called a New England convention
of sympathizers which held sessiong at Hartford,Conn.Hysteria prevailed.
Not only did the comvention criticise the administration unmereifwlly,bu
it actually raised a thrsat ¢f dissohution of the Union by withdrawsel o
the New England states.Its indiscretions were caplitalized by the opposi-
tion party who dubbed ths group-"The Easex. Junto".The Federalist party
could not survive this death blow-the proud party of Washington,Hamilton
Jay,larshall end Adams.It reorganized as the National Revublican party,
ccontinued for a time as the Whig party until it evolved into the Republi-
can party of today.

A1l this politieal upheaval had rewmereussions iw Coneord as we shall
gee.It was a day of excesslive digtances in the nation and sectional mis-
understanding was inevitable.In the south and south-west there was clamor
for war with Englandhbecause of outrages to our seamsn and shipping;but

this damand had bshind it a purpose to use such a war fer coenguest on

our weatern border.New England being strongly Federalist could not tol-
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srate the 1dea of wer wlth England knowing that such confllict must de
itroy,perhapa permanently, the commerce of thie part of the country.l
national governmsent blundered weakly along and partisan polltice waxe
wxceeding bitter.

In this atmosphere and in a New Engiand strongly Federallst, the
town of Concord held its first Fourth of July celebration ln the year
I8I1 and used it as a Republican(Democratic) demonstration on quite a

. grand scale.Bouton says=-"Republican citizens of this and adjolning to

 those of Amherst and Wilton"carried out a program of'grester gplendor

- dignity and hilarity than had been witnessec on any former occasion 1
this State' Capt.Mann's tavern (site of Rumford Arms) was the center
of the day's activities,and on 'the river bank dlrectly east of &f the
tavern,"sz bower'"was erected for the reception of guegi® of honor.

At dawn on the Fourth,a salute of eighteen guns was fired by the
Artillery company stationed near the tavern,and thls was answered by g
similar salute from the ship "President)s miniature craft brought fron
Anherst"anchored™ on dry land near Concord bridge at the South End."At
ten o'clock aﬁ immense collection of kepublicans met in convention at
Capt.liann's and chose Hon.Timothy Walker president of the day with otk
er officers."Meanwhile at the South End a procession was forming in
front of Mal.Timothy Chandler's (site of Hgntwood Terrace)and when a
gignal gun from the ship "President"was flred,the parade started up th
main street to the Meetlhg-house.Before an audience which packed that
great edifice,the ceremonies opened with prayer and the reading of the
Declaration of Independence,followed by an oration by Charles G.Halnes
Eeq. of Canterbury.

Following this very dignified program,the proceasion formed agai
and keigan its march to the"Bower",stopping on the shore of Horseshoe

pond to watch a navel battle deseribed by a local newspaper,thus:
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"Shipping Memoranda

"Interesting Interior Ship News.The United Statea frigate President
salling with four wheels on dry land,ewmblem of our djy dock policy,and
méunting one iron and twelve wooden swivels,while passing Horeseshoe
Pond near Concord,N.H.,the 4th inst.,fired upon the British sloop~of=
war,Little Belt(an 0ld canoe,or rather,a hollow log,each erd being well
secured with mud to keep it from sinking)and,shocking to tell,made such
havoc and confusion among the musquétos,that she struck her colors and
surrendered at discretion.”

"After this glorious victory)says Bouton,"the President hauled her
wingd,tacked to the southward and came under easy sall to the back of
the bower." Again there was a grand salute of #lighteen guns ansvered by
the Artillery,with much cheering from crew and spectators.Then followed
the dinner served by Capt.Ménn and accompanied wlth the meual toasts
and"appropriate imusic,amid the thunder of artillery."Timothy Dix,Esq.
offered a voluntary toast which hints at the serious spirii underlying
the buffoonery of the mock naval battle:

"God guard our President from harm,
Long mey he weather out the storm;
I¥ng tdy-he live to gquell his foes
And hold the Essex Junto by the nose."

A storm did,indeed,surround President Madison and although his
péministration was fri;%dly to France,it seemed for a time,that war with
that nation as well as with England,must be our puirtion.During the crisias
of Nepoleon's great struggle for supremacy in Europe,neither France nor
England recognized American shipping rights.The Federallsts &tlll favored
mwﬂanh in spite of the fact that English ships made & praectice of attack
Ing our trading vessels and impressed our sallors for the LURoyak Navy.Tn
Then it was that Editor Isaac Hill raised his voice,eager that our nation

should vindicate her rights'on the seag.He scorned the Federsalists and

proclaimed in his ?@triot: "Federalist principles are devotion to Britain



XXVIII. 8
sbhorrence of France and contempt for everything American.”

In the year I8II,the Indians of western Indlend went on a rampage
and the Republicans seized upon and capltalized the rumor that the'Brib'
ish vere instigating the trouble.Gen.William Henry Harrison fought and
won the famous battle of Tippecamoe village and several Concord men wepe
in that fight.John L.Eastman,great grandson of Capt.Ebenezer,was adju=-
tant and among the privates was John Virgin,great grandson of ploneer
Ebenezer Virgin. Others engaged were John Elliott,Jonathan Uran and
John and James Dunlap.

John Virgin,one of the eccentric characters of old Concord,was vasd-
ly proud of hie part at Tippecanoe.In hig old age he lived on & pensien
of $96. @ year in @ shack at Sugar Bell,and sueh wae his pride and inde-~
pendence of spirilt that,even when handicapped by falling health,he re-
fueed aid.He was glfted with & certain wild eloquence and whenever he
visited "fhe Street',he found & group ready to eneourage him in & pat-
riotic harangue centered 1n CGen.Harrison.On a bitter day in February,
1823 ,neighbors found him frozen and dead in his lonely ¢abin.Passionate,
#11ful and flercely independant,he lived and dled as he wisghed,peholden
to no one.

In May I8I2,Lieut.Col.Bedel was sfationed in Concord for recrult-
Ing purposes since war with England seemed inevitable.For the next two
years our town was enlivened by the presence of sold iers in the making g
at least five hundred wen had rendezvous here and many others marched
through!the®temwn on their way to the coast or the northern frontier.On
June 18,I8I2,President Madison declared wapénd twelve days later the
Patriot published the news in a speclal edition.Gov.Langdon issued or-
ders for detaching 3500 men from the state militias to be organized inte
conpanies'ready to march at sherteet notics".d company of artillery bee
longing to the famous IIth Regiment was ordered Lo Portsmouth and was
stetioned at Jeffrey's Ppoint to defend the harbor.This company served

for three months and on 1ts roster were thilrteen Concord men.
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The Csrrigaln house was turned int® barracks and another was opened
at the South End near Willey(= tavern at the end of the main street; a
third barracks was was on State St.at the North End.?uring the summer
troops were quartered in tents on the land west of the pew prison.
Col.Darrington,U.S.Army,was the officer in charge and forfunately for
Concord,he and his subordinate offlicers were men of high type whose
excellent discipline spared the townspeople the excessés-often attend-
ant upon e military camp.Col.Barrington and his wife with a servaht bey
lodged at Stickney's during the war period.

During this local war activity Ismasc H1ll end his Patriot had a def-
inite share in crystalizing public opinlon.The weekly theme of the paper
through I8I2 was the indighity:suffered by our.country al the hands of
the British.In long excitable sentences the ediborial$%etail gtories
5f seamen 1mpress&@%ith the detsils of thelr suffering.One such casge
touched Concord intimately for Thomas Green,son of the beloved o0ld docdk.
had been impressed filve or six years before and all efforts toward his
release through official channels had falled.Finally he made a thrilling
ezcape by swimming for a ship anchored a mile off British shores and
aventually found means to board an American veqﬁﬂfbound for home.

Isaac H1ll is described by those whe knew him as"small of stature,
Intense,impatlent of opposition| and he spared no foe at home or abroad
during thié war.A writer of the period says=-"Many of the clergy had inju-
dlciousgly taken a prominent part In the political disputes of the day;
had proclaimed the war from the pulpit as unjust,unhlsly,favoring the
cause of enti-Christ.These denunclations were received by many as sacred;
insplred;and the religious epnthuslasm was thus made to c¢owbine with par=
ty machinery,and the besest ambitlion,in clogging the wheels of govern-
ment and procuring disgrace to the country." (Cyrus Bradley)

The Patriot combatted such pulpit doctrine with astonishing and re=

lentless wigor and,in so doing,increased 1ts elrewmlatigy: throughout

(‘_lh
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the state, . . BRIV : -Jt was fortunate for all concerned that
Dr.Asa McFarland had the wisdom and ths grace to refrain from political
discussion since a personal feud wlth the fiery little edltor would have
been destructive of gpiritual values.Many years later a venerable citi-
zen who lived through these stirring years,said that Mr.Hill's paper was
"of more essential service in the War of I8I2 than the éombined efforts
of a thousand soldiers." |

Duriﬁg the summer of I8I2 Col.Bedel racruited nearly four hundrsed
men at Concord headquarters and in September they marched north to Burl-
ington,Vt .Capt.John McNeil of Hillsborough rais=ad a company for the IIth
regiment,marched them t¢ Concerd only to find the town so ovaercrowded
¥ith soldiers that he marched them to East Concord anrd quartered them at
the tavern of Isaac Emery who was a Revublican.The rival tavern im that
village wag kepnt by Aaron Austin who was a staunch Federalist,and he witk
gome of his partisanm neighbors,proceeded tg the Emery tavern looklng for
trouble.In the bar room there were words which led to violence with Aus-
tin in the thiek of the fight when Capt.MecNeil",a powerful man,six feet
in his stockings,well proportioned and weighing two hundred and fifty
pounds" ,suddenly arrived on the scene.Without warning,he seized Austlin
and"threw him out of an open window upon the green." Austin's followers
faded out of the picture with remarkable unranimity.Capt.McNeil was the
officer who later won fame at Chippewa ard Lundy's Lane,and Austin lost
his 1ife in gervice. '

Such d;sorders were gprprisingly few.At a town meseting in March

1813,a yolunteer from outslde Concord attempted to cast his vete for
state and County efficsrs and was promptly ruled vel by the moderatof
Col.%11l11am A .Kent.The soldier'collar=d"the dignified Colonel and the
town boiled with indignation;but Col.Kent was"temperate,reselute and
ano judicious";nd the matter was smoothed out to the satisfactlon of the

townsfolk.A1l1l this happened in tlee Town Heuse on the site of onr Court
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House .In front of this sitp the Kent name is memorialized by a granite
fountain,erected in honor of Col.Kent's gon,William Kent . A~

Th= Ist Reginment N.H.Volunteers wasg organized im‘vaember I1812,fol-
lowing the d@parture of Col.Bedel and the quartermaster of the outfit
vas Jereh Low of Amherst.The regiment marchsd to Burlington anéd thsre it
vas msrged into the 45th Regimsnt of regylars on duty at Lake Champlain.
8everal Coneord men ware among thg-volunteers-notably Lisut.Marshall Bak-
ér of the Berough.Gol.Aquilis Davis of Yjarner wag im command of the regis-
ment on the march north,with John Carter,Revolutionary veteran of Loncordy,
a9 Lieut.Coloensl.Reorganization at Burlington reduced Davis to seeornd in
command,but it was he who devised a ztrategy which kept the enemy at re-
spectful disianes from the shore,by mounting a battery of huge guns on
an lgland in the lake.Thege formidable defences ware pinzs logs hswed, faghy
foned and painted by the soldiers.

In the spring of I8I3 malignant scarlet fever became epldemic
among the soldiers in Concord and spread to the civilian pooulation in
various towns of ths state.Thls caused Concord's most poignant experience
during ths war years for there were two hundred and fifty leeal cases and
meny deaths.Provision for the siek soldisrs was emergency need and the
town built its first real hospital on land loeaned by ths Abbots directly
west of the prison.At the close of the war,Nathaniel Abbot 24 purchased
the structure and moved 1t to & site on the main street a little north
of Prigon St.(Washington St.)where it wa§ fitted up for a dwelling.In I
1829,¥r. .Abbot , designated as"saddler", sold the land on which it stood,
raearving phe houge which was later gsold to Dea.Jjames Moulton who moved
1t to 3% Washington St. to be nart of a house he was bullding there.Our
plcture 1is ffom an old photogravh of ths Meulton house.

In ﬂhe 01d Rurying -ground,a stone marks the grave of"Doe .Moses
Chandlert gon of the Concord family/who had settled in Fryeburg,ile.When

fourteen vears of age,Moses ran away aad eanlistzd 1in Capt.Frys's comyeny,



KXVIIT. I2.

£01.C1112y's ' regiment and served about a year in ths Revolution (1778¢n9)
In I8I3 he was surgeon on a privateer sailing out of Portsmouth harbor.
iﬁbm the war ended he came back to the home of his ancestors and prac-
ticed hls vrofession in Concord until his death in I825.His home was next
‘ammh of the Carrigain property.

In I8I4 Portsmouth was serlously thr%%ened by British crulsers
off the coast of New Hampshire;Concord fslt alarm and was well represent-
#d in tha detochments sent to meet the smergency.The Patriot shows the
excitement of this final year of hogtilities.Andrew McClary,Captain of
{nfantry,U.S.A-,has a long list of recruits printed under the heading-
"Attention Ye Brave." Pster Robertson,commissioned cavtain of artillery,
invites men desiring to joln his commany to msst at th: houss of Igaac
Emery,Innholder,and Capt.John Carter advartissg for a comvany of volun-
teers to join the regular troops under Gen.Desrborn.A shrewd medical man
announces innoculation by"Kine Pock-especially for Patriotic citizens
¥ho have volunteered their gervices to their country and expect to be

¥

¢alled uvon immediately."
Cavpt.Robertson's ecompany marched up the main street and across the
Federal bridge on a Sunday,within twenty-four hours of the Gevsrnor's -
call:thirty-one men in all with Samuel Herbert,Ist Lisutenant and Chand-
lsr Bagtman 24 Lieutenant.So great was the alarm lest the British aectual-
ly invade our state that Gev.Gilman called for volunteers for homé defenam
a precaution justified by the ruthless burning of the White House and Cap
itol in Washington in August of that year of I8I4.Concord men,many of
me'Revolutionary veterans,and all sxsmvt because of age from military
service,met at Stickney'é nall and organizsd"in defence of our altars and
firesides,our property and our country."On October Ist this comvany which.
includ=d gome of the “town's most nrominent citizens, paraded our main «
street and the Patriot asserted-"Their appearance was accomvanied by the

proud conviction that this nation can never be conquered when such defend-
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ers shoulder the musket."Spurred by the rumor that the British threat-
gned to destroy the ship Washingten then on the steocks at Kittery,a squad
for home defence was also formed“bver the‘&iver?

The sacking of Washington .had unified ths nation as nothing else -
tould have done and a new spirit of gelf resvect and detsrmination to de=
fend our liberties,posgessed the country.Peace was declared at the very
end of I8I4,but news did not arrive in Amsrica until after the brilliant
‘vietory won by Andarsw Jackson at New Orleans.This wictory proved that <he
gallant sea fighting of American sailors could be matched in valor by
American soldiers on land ;England from then omn respected‘Americaﬂ rights
unon the geag and our own couhtry realized that we could bz independent
and fearless against the world.

There were other reésults of the war:Andrew Jackson bscams a nation-
al hero whose influence 1s felt eveﬁ to this day and generation(and é
glorious national anthem was inspired as Francis Seott Ksy,a young Mary-
land lawyer,held against his will upon the dzck of a ?ritisﬁ wamp ship,
watched the enemy bombard Fort McHenry."The Star Spangled Banner" is toke
en to a later generation of the birth of a mational spirit in I8I4.

During the war smuggling was a serious p%ﬁblem and since all port
werg closed,much of this traffic came by teaﬁ over the northern border.
In April I8I4 Concord was in a ferment over what many felt was over-zsal-
ous action on vart of the custom hous# officer,Ballard Haseltlne.Born in
1769 on his fath=zr's farm on S11k Farm road, at the time of the wae he
wag 1iving om his granéfather's farm ah the South End. The Pétriot car-
ries his sjgned statement defending his official course in a partigular
cage,declaring that he had followed a tean suspected of smuggling,on its
way south from Plainfield and that he held it up.in Dunbarton.He found
no contraband,but insisted that search was Jjustified because he had sln%
bsen informed on good authorlty that the load-$75000. worth of goods-

had been secrsted in Concord the night before his search.
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wvhen the good news arrived that peace had been concluded with Eng-
land, Concord celebrated with a public dinner at the tavern recently open
m%y Jehn Goorge under the name of Eagle H@tel.At thisg affair held in ¢
February I8I5,toasts were drunk and cannon salutss fired. fhis tavern
¢ained fame as the lodging place of Gov.Benjamin Plerce at the time of
his inauguration in 1827 when a fellow lodger was hig son,Franklin Pilesrce
& young membar in the leglislature. Eagle Hotel sign is presserved at-the
Ohi%uiidiﬁgwo;fthe N.H.His%orical Socie£y-an sagle with wings gnread ancd
8 halo of thirteen stars about 1its head.

With the war happily ended,New Hampshire turned to consideration
of 1ite need of a State H@uge.Concord wag given opportunity for the build~
ing on conditions similar to those laid down for the ergction of the prie
onta suitable lot and stons sufficient for the purpose furnishsd without
cost to the atate.There was no hesitation in meeting the conditions,but
there wag violent differencs of'opinion ag to thzs location of the lot.
Once mors the feud batween North End and South End flared up, for the
Horth Endsrs inslisted that the State House be built on or nsar the site
of the Town Heonse,rightly claiming that the land,being high and well .
drained was admirably suited to the purnose.The South Enders,led by Col.
¥illiam A.Kent,Isamc Hill and William Low,were equally insistent upon &
lot which had been {he,xhamesiézcg:,sq.lﬂeter Green * -+ and ultimatsly this
lot was chosen.

Since business was centering more and more along that section
of the village street between M1ll road and Gentrs road,the lot from the
Green farm had much to reacommend 1t,but it was low and 5oggy land and
well degsrved the evithet"frog-vond" comtemptuously used by the North
Enders,one of whom declared"that tha frogs weuld peep up,and with their

eroakings interruot the debates of tha housal" Pradition tells that the
governor and Councll were horelsssly divided on ths qusstlion of location.

Gov.William Plumar had boardsd during a previous ssssion of the legisla-
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Bore,at the home of Francis N.Fisk and 1t was bslieved that he had the
Horth End point of view,but this year (I8I6)he boarded with Isasc Hill
who undvubtedly helped him to change his mind.Two of i.e Council-@en Benj-
&nin Plerece amd Samuel QUarles- boarded at ths Bagle hotel and they fav-
~ored the Morth End chdice.On a certain day whan one of the Gouncillors
Ef%worable to the North End was unavoidably "'a'bsant,the Govarnor called
;v‘]f’or the decidiné vote anc the present gsite of ths Stats House was chosen
by that narrow margin. -

The Southh End group raised a genecrous sum of monsy,purchased two -
acres of land anc deeded it to the state.Convicte at the prison cui the ﬁ
granite and,under the direction of Stuart J.FPark,the State House was built
and ready for occupancy in June IB8I9.The building committee consigted of
Albe Cady,William Low and Jersmlah Packer of Zast Concord.Th= Nortn Znd
had no share in the glory.On a July da=y in I818 ths'"great gold eagle" was
raised with due ceremony and the completsd structurs stood as shown in
our pleture.At the raising of the eagle there was a parade under the direc
tion of the indlilspensable Maj.Peter Robsrtsgon,an address by the eloquent
Philiv Carrigain,band playing,artillery salutes and wlenty of liguld re-
rofreshmsnt .The climax was the toast:"The American Eagle- May the shadow
of his wings protect every aclCre of our united Continent,and the lightning
of his 2ye flash terror and defeat through the ranks of our enemiesg!'"

During ths first twelve months after its opening nearly seven thous-
j;nd persons wvigited the Stpte House and were ghown about.:a large number
:r{or that day of difficult travel in rural New Hampghirse.So elegant was
the building that its fame was set forth in"A Book for New~Hampshire Chil=s
éiren in F‘amil.{ar Letters from a Father:" "The State Housé is the grandest
imilding; in Ei!%i@w Hampshire. It is built of hewn stone,almost a§ beautiful
83 whits marble.The body of the house 18 mueh highsr and longer than any
mosting-lwuse you cver Faw.Thé windows P& of the largest glass,with ma-

jmgany cashag.Thne front of the building has a noble projection ané pedi-



KRVITI. 16
ment with a largs elegant door;the whole 18 g3t off with a most beauti-
ful cumola,with a great gold eagle on top of it.There is a very large and
berutiful yard in front of the 3tats Housgs,with a wideagiooth gravel walk
ur to it.I have gssen many elegant buildings in the course of my life;but
I naver saw one g0 elegant as the State Housge."
sad to rslate,in spite of all this grandeur,irreiggt youth played

gtunts with this proud edifice.Boys of adventurous spirif found that they
could climb up by the lightuing rod from the ground to the dome and then
¢rawl acrogs to the eagle and sit astride his golden meck.Onz boy,we are 1
told,Abiel Carter by name,went up thils perilous aseent the night before
the glorious Fourth and hung a flag on the eagle.When daylight ecame it
revealed to his chagrin,that the flag hung"Union down",so he climbad up
tgain and righted it.0One of the admiring visitors to ths new State House
ras a mulatto ex-convict who stole most of the fifteen door keys of the
building(huge in size those Keys)and esrried them off as mementoss.He
wos aypprshended and promptly arrssted.

In ths sixtiss the State House was sylarged vy adding a third gtory
‘a ¢olumned porch and a new dome.Since he rose 10 greater height the dig-
nity of the eagle has not sufféred from the exubsrani youth of Comncord.
The original stabe sgeal with\the date I8BI6 wag removed from the enlarged
%uilding and 1s now in gggiéigiggi&ééﬁgof the N.H.Historical Society.

The War of I8I2 laft two small cannon in town,one at thgrworth End and
one at the South End.Twe of our local military eocwpetiied guarded thewm
Jealously.william Kent commanded thé South Ewd group and the North End
1ssder was 2 gon of David George.About IfI7 the twy eompanies hauled
thatr cannory to the hill near the Town Mousé and staged a sham battle,
snd during the exeitement the old feud broke out and the cannon were lead

ad with gravel to make thein effective.The town authoerities had to inter-

fére But ilhe @umity thus aroused Swouvldered curing ths ensuing months
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until bpth cannon disappeared.The South Enders lost theirs unaccoéuntably
and go when the Fourth approached in I8I8,they madé a raid and captured
the North End gun for thelr celebration.Beforé snew fell” 1t was re-cap-
tured but the next gyring while 1t was in use on Town House hill,the
South Enders made an assault and carried it away in triumph to a hiding
place in Maj.Chandler's jewelry shop.The North End discovered its where-
abouts and plotted to break in and carry off their property,but good
gsense prevailed and they decided to wait developments.

Mai.Chandler wigely decided that such contrabané was no asset to him
and so he dumped the cannon out,whereupon the South Enders sécreted it
in the loft over the Phenix Hotel stable and ehained it to a beam with
a padlock and lcft a dog on guard.During the night somsone "bribed" ;i
the dog and returned the gun to home territory where it was fired off
in triumph.Until 1826 it was kept in hiding in varieus places at the
North End and fired on occasion-but never more thah one shot at a time.
Flnafiy,in order that it might forever remain secure from enemy assauln;
Charles K.West sunk it in Horseshoe pond where it lies teday,a psrmenent
North Ender.

But still the feud continued and ags late as the sixtles 1t still‘
prevailed between North BEnd and South End boys.Frank P.Hill whose home
was on Centre St.related:" We had a firs engine(No.2)kept in the old
Ayer barn owned by my father"(Cyrus Hill)"and when we went to fires (we)
fought somstimes on one side and somstimes on the other" ,bescause Centre
st.was neutral ground and its neighborhood boys rejoiced in the name of
"tweenies".‘The fights were over whether North Fnd boys or South £nd
boys arrived first at a fire.The Ayer barn gtood in the vaiﬁnt lot next
north of the present State Library amd Frank Piercs Hill's boyhood home

wag dirceectly oppositeon the north side of Centre St., in ‘te house now

‘No.I8.Mr.H11l was at the head of the Brooklyn Public Library when he
reminisced of the days of the"twephies."
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A centiry and more ago,Concord's calendad provided for two great
holideys-Thanksgiving Day and Election Day.Even Chrisimas passed unob-
scrved except for a religlods service in the new Episcepal church in I820
As late as I85C the loecal directbry states:"Dec.25,Christmas,was passed
as ugsual almest unebserved." Flection Day was fixed for the first Thurs-
day 1n June,the occaslon belng the inauguration of the new Governer.
"'Lection"was preceded in earlier years by "Nigger 'Lection" when all the
colore{pe@ple were gilven their holiday that they might attend their mast-
ers on the great day following.From all parts of the state they came and
paraded our main street in thelr gayest attire.Bov.Gilman had as his body
guard a negro servant named"Léndon"who had ssrved dwring the Revolution
and who always avwpeared at'lection dresged in his regimentals,cocked hat
and all.All the other colored people of the vieinity marched under com-
nahd of"Gineral London" to pay their respects to Gov.Gilman who,accord-
ing to custom,provided them a treat.

In the years just vreceding I820,Concord with a population of
legg than 3,000,maintaineﬁéeveral companies of militia.These increased
gshortly to seven,possibly elght,including one at th¢ Iron Works,another
i Millville and ons each at East Cencordl anéd West Parish village.There
vag a famous company of riflemen from the Horse-hill and Borough section.
The first gemeral muster of these companies seems to have been held on
the lower intervale at Bast foncord.This military spirit ﬁas not peduliar
to Concord for every self-respecting town had 1ts company of militia and
its parade ground.Not only was}the enterprise konorable,it was a part ®f
good eitize?ship ag well.

In May the town bsgan preparations for 'fLection.Bouton says-"The
women put everything in order indeors,and the men,outdoors.Rooms were
svept ,white-washed and garnished;weed piled,chlps raked up and door-yards
cleanéd;fénces repaired;barns put in order;provisiong laid in,and all

things else put in readiness for 'Lection.From Monday to Wedmesday,mém-
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bers of the Legislature,mimisters of the gosnvel-all sorts of public men-

would be seen®coming to town',seme on horseback,some in wagoeng and car-
riageg;soma in stages-but- all would be on hand by Wednesday.Almost 8very
family op Main street in old times took boardersg."

On Wedngsday evening an Oratorio was glven at the Meeting-howse,the
slagers coming from far and near,and the performance was always exeellent
for every ecommunity had 1ts singing school so that the voices were well
trained in the great choral classicg.Ordinarily at admission fee of 25¢
was charged but on one occasion a member of the Potter familymOvar the
Rivenqclaimed free sdmission becauae he ovn2d & pew in the fleeting-house.
Mo society,queth he,had the right to hire ths house of Ged amd keep out
& regular pew owner.lde carried his point and also carrisd with him 8QYw-
sral small boys on# of whom,Simeon Abbot,told ths stery.

Before the 8tats House was built the Town House was the eenter of
festivities on'HEection DagfThe entire territory Prom thence to the Post
office" (site of Rumford Arms)"indeed to the Worth Church and Pond Hille
wag full of people;and booths,bowling alleys,colored fiddlers,wheels of
fortune and other paraghernalia abounded on all sides.There was a parade
of mllitary,and the @geort in: the long precession of the Wisdom, to the
North Church;the Sermon and other religious services there,gnd the proces-
slgn back to the Hall.There was horse racine in Main street,'0Old Paniel!
with his bones,Greens Parker,dressed in <rab,preaching his seruens to any
one who would listen,as he walked to and fro between 2 couple of p@pdzwgp
in front of the house-very often from ths text Joel I:4-5;Wheat with his
tent full of puneh,and the caged eagle with which to draw custom;flip waé
the drink and Wheat kept a fire of charcdal with irons heatimg for the
drink; the cannon blastingiaway im frent of the Town Heuse,to the destruc-
tlon of glass in ths neighborheed;and the general joy abeowndihg on all
sides."(N.H.Sfatesman 2/7/45) 8o great was the crowd attending the'Bectim

sermon that 1t was the habit to shore up the gallsries with heavy timbers.
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On= of the tradltional features of Election Day was 'Lection cakeg,
somstimes called buns ,amd a famowms makér of these wag tﬁe versatile WMaj.
Petor Robertgson who,at one time,conducted the bakery hear pressnt Park St
It was"beyond svery day gingerbread,glossed over with treacle and shintng
like a copper colored native when olled for a gsla day.Maj.R.commanded
the artillery which asted ag egcort,and his manner of pointing out. his
toes while marching was the admiration of us boys,and the envy of hig
compatriots in the IIth Regimemt.“(N.H.Statesmanv6/6/45)

The farmer whese planting was not all dene before Eleetien was

"no account" .From town and countrysids the people pourad into town for
this June holiday and nature was almost invariably faverable so that the
saying"hotter than'Lsctlon'came to be provsrbial in this section.But
there was ons strange exceptlion and that in the strange year of I8I6 when
frost came every month in the twelve,and farmers éid their Juse hoeimg
withh mittens on.Simeon Abbot remembered that time when,a small boy of
nine,hs came down with father and wmother and brother John from their
home under the shadow of Rattlesnake hill,to Election.The day was fair
and promising when they started and sp averyone wore & summer outfit
vhich custom declared should be domned for the first time on this great
day .Before noontime a driving snow storm filled the wain strest so that
ons could barely see from side to side and the Abbot family nearly fr@zg.
8¢ they hurriedly purchased their 'Lection cakes,orang@é and raisins and
turned toward home,glad to sit in the chimney corner close to a blazing
and cowforting fire.

Henry McFarland reecalls the militia which participated in the
'Leetion Day ceremonigs of 2 later psriod: "Annual militia trainings in
Mey and the autumnal regimental musterings were interesting and pictur-
egque events;Concord Light Infantryﬁ?atin@ back at least to 1797Y‘Capt.
David Neal,with blue coats,white trousers,waying plumes of red and white;

Columbian Artillery,Capt.Themas P.Hill,in patriotic blue;the Troop with
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red coats and horses of svery color,led by the redoubtable Cotton K.
Simpson;and the Borough Riflemen,Capt.Timothy Dow,with @ fromt rawis of
pioneers dressed like Indlans and. bearing bilg tomahawks.The more numerous
train-bands without uniforms but provided with muskets,cartridge boxes,
knapsacks and cantesng,were givemn the name of'gtring beans’

The ace?mpanying pieture ig cowied from an old print at the N.HE.
Historical Soeiety which shows the Election Day precession in a yet later
period-perhaps ths late fifties.In ths backgréund is the original State
Mguse and a rather inaccurate representation of the brick bloeck which
Isaa¢ H1ll built where Capitol St.now leaves Main St.Acting as sscort
for the Governor's barouche are the famous Horse Guards,a company of cav-
alry organized in the late fifties and considered the ¢rack compamy of
its kind ip all the ¢ountry.Company A.wag compesed of about fifty of
Concord's mont prominent men with Jokn H.Georgs as captain.The mniform
was a gorgeoud reprodustion of that worn by the French Imperial Hussars-
blue jackest and treousers with yellow cav@}ry stripes,a gearletf deolman
with yellow trimmings,hung from the left shoulder,and a tall red shako
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with high poupen in front.Une of these uniferms is éghﬁgi- at--bhe-0kd
Buttdtme, of the N.H.Historical Soclety.

In I839 a young boy named Francis C.West wag living in the old
house which thém stood on the site eof Wast Garden.l¥is father,Johm WﬁstQE
had disd three years before and the lad was Hpprenticed te Ela & Fland -

ers, publishers of the Statesman -Journal.Francis kept a diary and in it

wa find:

"Thursday 6th June .Election Day'!!!!! €loudy.It was aftsf Six i

when I waked this Glorleus morn.Got up and bant wy way towards the office
Swapt out,made a fire and trimmed my lamps.went to breakfast.Want to
mothar's and hoed the garden a spsll-went down gtreet-entered Mr.Haines'é
confectionery store-hired me to keep tent for him today-another boy and

I carried a lot of oranges,l@mons,coeo@nuts,walmuts,confestionsry,cakes,
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beer,Lemonade &e¢ to the state howgs where I entrefed wpon the duties of
the day .A great crowd soon assembled and Pedlars,Auctiendefs &c sgoon
nade noise cmough.
V' The Speaker of the House of Reps.is Norrig of Pittsfield.A Van Bu-
érenita He made a very appropriate address,in which he expressed his thanks
:‘for the honor conferred upon him.In the P.M. Gov.Page(Loco~foco)took his
Vﬁeat.'rhe flessage was then read.Ths galleriecs were crowded.About 6 o'cleck
I had to go to work on the Megsags.
v Evening.Attended am Exhibition of a Stean Engine Locomotive omr 120

feet of ¢ireular traek."



