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Ag the nineteenth century opened,rural Ceonésrd hithsrte ultra-con-
gervative in 1ts outlook,stirrazda with a gpirit of progregg.feventy-filve
years had passed since the Essox County pioneers had cleared the forest
to maka the northaéhost gsettlement in Wew Englaﬂd.W1th the one purpose
to provide ample farms for thair sgons and grafAdsons,there was no concepw
tion of a future State or 1ts Capltal,but their cholce of Pennycook Plane
tation wag an asset which they llttle reallzed.Gepgraphically they chose
a center dasirable for the government of New Hamnshire.

Beginning with the early months of the Revolutlon,the State Asssm-
bly voted at each sesslon upon the place of ita pext meating and,while
a pusber of towas from Porismouth and Exeterp north to Hanover were tlus
homored, far worg gegsiong were held in Concord than In apy other place.
During the months when the new State yag struggling to establish a (on-
3£itmtion(17§1~834 Concord,midway between the iwmportant coast t@wﬁs and
the newer gettlemente along the Connecticut river,had besew the popular
meeting place.Judge Timothy Walkerfs gtrateglc and guccessful move to
have the sessilon of I782 held in Concord provided the precedent which
bacame habit.Other towng craved the honor of being made the @avpital,
among them Eodcawen,Pembroke,Salisbury an@%wpkintonmthe latter most for-
midable of all.There was no officlal decigion in the matier but after
the leglslative gession of June I808 all succeeding sessions were held
in Concord by common consent.

There were other factora than geogrephizal which influenced the
degtiny of Conecord and one suah@ust have been the character of her peo-
vle .Sober,reliable,true-to their Puritan héfitage,ﬁoncord men were pub-
lic-avirited and ,although far from wealthy acecording to ths standard
of the coast towns,they had proved thelr generosity in bullding their

Pown Heuse and imoroving thelr Meeting-house for assembly purposes.Had
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ong of the plonaersg returned 1n the flesh to walk the main sﬁreet which
he had helpéd craats lofig years bafors,it ig certain that his reaction
to all thls change both material and political,would have hesn ons of
picusg gratitude.Remembering his strugele with the wildernsgs,the wild
beast and the savage:remembering toill and cold and hunger: remembering
the years of humiliation and injustice under colonlal government,he
would have said-"Agsuredly,it was God who led and defendesd us."

During twenty~five years Cohcord's powulation had doubled so
that,in I800, 1t wag a 1little over two thousand.Col.Kent's gon,William
(b.1793) reminisced about this villags of hié boyhood and plctured it
as a place of not more then sasventy-five dwellings/indicating that Con-
cord was still & town of farm homes rather than viliaga homesg .Along the
main street there were five public houses well-patronized for gtage
coaeh travel had begun.Six stores prgvided thoee c¢ommddities not pro-
duced by the townspespld themselves.Mr.Kent in his old age rsecalled the
great event of his youth when,on Febrwary 22,I800,a memorial ssrvice
for Gaorge Washington was held.He trodged up the main street in the
procession of young and old who,quiat and gad,marched to ths MWesting-
house where solemn exercises wers held.

Travel out of Corcord in I800 was still a_problemifor the earlier
plan to establish a rsgular stage wagon to HWaverhill,Vass.gesms to have.
failed.ir.Kent recallsd that in I806,the only conveyance he was able to
find for such a trip was"by post horss which carried ths gacket while
the post boy walksd by his side."The post offiece of the time was at the
North End in a 6 X 8 compartment im David Georgse Jr.'s hatter shop.Min-
imum postagoe was ten cents and thisg tiny vost offlce distributed mall
to peowle of a wide radius:Canterbury,Northfield,Henniker,Warner,opklin

-

ton,Allenstown,New-London,Dunbarton,firdge,Weare, Penbroke, Lowdon and

Bow~ at such times ag the people addresged or thelr neighbors,called

for it at the post office.Sometines mail wag advertlsad in the Concord



XXVI. 3.
newapaver as awaiting psrsons In %anborntmm,Suttonﬁﬁroyden.ﬁewpopt
and Waw-Bradford..

The slow mathod 6§ travel lg illustratsc by a sad expsrience
which stirrad ths town in I80I.While Rev.Asa McParland was on a pastoral
visit to YPigwacket(Me.)his young wifé'w&s taken gsriously 11ll.Gocd-heart.
ad Besnjamin Gale#th@ taverner,volunteered io go"express" to fetch the
Minigter home.ﬁe gtarted on horseback at daybreak on an August morning,
stopping at Meredith Bridge for breakfast.Tuen with a fresh horss,hs
rods hard toward Fryeburg-elighty miles from Conecord-arriving at nine
o'clock in thz evening.Fortunatzly hs found Mr.MeFarland there and at
dawn next morning they hegan the anxlous trin home.With thelr best ef-
fort they reached Sanbornton at night-fall and were forced to tarry
there until daybreak.0On the morning of ths: third day they arrived in
Conecord-too lats,for Clarigsea Dwight MceFarlaond's epirit had takern ita
journey to her long home.

Young Mrs.McFarland must ﬁave besn beloved for Dr.and Mrs.Peter
Green,next door nelghbors,named thelr thirteenth ¢hild(b.T799) Clarigsa
Dwight Green.She lived fto grow up and married Dr.Thomas Chadbourndaietar
physician in Concard.The Greens livad directly opposite the Town House |
and in I7T99 the Doctor sold a lot on the north sids of his housge to
"Aga McFarland,Clerk" and there the Minister built his house which orlg-
inally looked as in the accompanying drawing .Next north of the McFar-
land house was the homes of Rev.lsrael Evans. V

The taverns in the village included Butters,Gale and Stileckney al-
ready referred to in earlisr ¢haplers,and a new tavarn opened bj'@enja—
mipn Hannaford about I795.%Thig stood nortn of the Hesting-house on the
north corner of what 1s now Wallter S8t.Tn the new location"he had an

1" writes his son-in-law,levi Hutck,

abundancce of the County of Covs trave
ing-"the doubls two-horse slsighg with thelr arms set op snd and tack-

ling on,in the large oven space in front of hig house,were like ship
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masts in a svacious harbor."This old tavern rswodedled now stands at
No.7-9 Walker 3t.

r

The £ifth of the lnms mentlonsd by Willlam Kent wadg probably
that of David George.la IT82 he had bought the Dr.Goss vlace where the
Rumford Arms now stands and until I807 he advertissd ag an ilmunkeoper.
Then he sold the place to Solowmon Mann who ewlargsd the house and de-
valoped 1t into the famsus Washington tavern-.Dawid G@mrge,ﬁr.'s firat
hatter snop had burned in IT98 and his father scld to him 2 small lot
3G feet x 40 foet on ths north edge of hhs tavern 1ot where he Puilt
a nav shop.This shoo muet have beel whore the bost office wag kept be-

tween [BOI and I8BI5.

e six stores of Lhe villagy includad of Rebort Harrls,
Willian &.Fent ,William Manley and Willienm Duncar~ the latieyr counducted

by Mre.Puncan after her heshband's decease.All four were on the main
atreot snd not far from Hovokinton road.Thzn or a little later,tws stores
were leocated at the North End,run by Jacob Abbot and Jonathan Herbert.

ting-house atill dominated the growing town,but &g state
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affairs centered more and more in Concord,it gssemsed necesgary 1O enlargs
the edifice.Under the direction of Capt.Richard Ayer,a group of clitizens
built & semi-circular addition apeinst the sosuth wall.Whem completed in
I801"in 2 handseomeé and workeanlike mannerfthe exterior appeared asg in
the accompanying draming The floor then seated eight,hundred\peaplﬂ_an&
the gallery four nunﬂreu mare,ﬂaming it the ]dfg&dt anditorium in the
gtate.lts Sunday congregation wag worthy of ite size averaglng then
and for years to come,seven nuadrsd peopla. Heagonably enough the town
decided to add one hundred dollarg to the Minleter's salary.

Across Stats St.froem the Meeting~house was the Burylng Ground and
this was Tenced in after seewly fashion,thus adding to the dignity of
the surroundings.lear State St.stood a great round granlte block wniech,

raised about four feet from the ground,was a convenience to il women

ju
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of the narish who rode to meeting on a plllion.Tradition says that the
cogt of the bloek was met by the wdamea themsalves who pledged a pound of

'

butter aplece to the fund.Phs bloelk now stande in the vard of bhe Parson
Walkey house.

The maln street continusd to be a rough ungraded road without
sldewalks and there the village swine reamed at will except for an ordi-
nance which required that they bs"rung and yoked"iBut in IB8I0 the town
voted that owners should be Tlmed 1f their swine were found loose on the
highway batween John Colby's(lot Colby's old farm at Hleven Lots)and John
Bradiey's at the North Bnd.In I808 the town had built a pound of wood a
few rods north of the Meeting-house;somewhat later 1t was moved to Pond
hill at the north end of the main sireet and there it served Lts purpo se
until the stone wpound at West Village was bullt by Zsbediah Gleason.

owr pregsent State 3t.had never been opsned gouth »f Franklin St.
until 1808 when 1t was approved from Hopkinton voad(Plsasgant Sﬁ.)north
to School St.Two yearg lat9r 1t was combivimed north to Franklin st .with
damages to proverty varying from 25 d to $30. In I8I0 a new streat wasg
vened from the maln street,west to 3tate St.in antlielpation of the
building of a State Prison on the gguare now bounded north by Tremont St.
and gouth by Beacon St.Maturally this weg callsd Prison St.(now Waghing-
ton 8t.3
Even asg the Meecting-houss dominated the physical aspact of Concord
go 1tg minisfer was the dominant faetor in the spiritual and social lirve

Rvang,was

of the. town.His choice following the resignation of Rev.Ilsrael -
prompt and without onposition for Agh McFarland had won popularity when,
during his days as tutor at Dartmouth ecollege,he naed spent his leisure
neriods in teaching Concord's ginging school.d salary of$350.fsr the new
Winlater wag agreed unin with"the use of all ths Imvroved Lands belonglug
to the Parsonags Right &Liberty to Gt Wood and timbar on ths out Lands."

The church approved these Lerms unanimously but thz town vote ghowat gome
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dlggent as to the amount of galary frou some of the thrifty men on the
farms who feared & burdensouns tax.Thess citlzens finally acceeptsd the
mz jority declglon and becawma friends and suvnnoriters ol dr.Mefarland .
Born ip Woreegter,Mass.,in 1769, Msa Mellsarland graduated from Dart-
mouth 1n [793 and during tha next four years he taught at -ths ©nlleps
adding to his meagre salavry by his muszical ability.His ordination hag
been raferrzd tp and also the sad death of hig young wifs soon after he
built his home in Concord.After a Tonely tws years (he marrlied Blizabeih
Kuneeland of Roston,a young voman  of twanty-three,who was excellently
educated according to the standand for famales of her day.Her Llife during

Lt next thilrty~five years im Concveord,is zn extraordinary rscord of ger,

icz.

The MeFarland home was a place of unlinmitsd hogpital y A gon of

1it
family tells that on vublic cccagions the house was illed will

minlsterial guests as,for instancg, o a June day in IS%%rduriﬁg-a ahryel

convention when"sixteew horses were 10 our barn &ind yard;and the ko, S

wag so full that notwithedandlag tha childron were at night pub iw%ﬁ

the unfinished attic,some of the ministerial company who ate at our L.
were lodged in other dwellings" .FPerhaps this was the oceasion when the
saintly mistress of the house wrote in her diary-"I bless God for this
week,in which T have.be@n indmlged with an epwortunity of walting on
gsome of the servants of Jesus Christ.

In later yaafg a &é" on deseribad this home:"Our family homsstead
was ascoufortable ad wers the dwellings of pur neighbers-s carpet only
for the best room,but selid silver wara,peautifwl table linen and state-
1y mahogany of the Chippsndale pariod brought from Boston by my grand-
mother.The front hall was plainly furnished and its clear white vine
finish had never been vainted.No draperies,but in thair place sliding

g0lid wooden gshutters concealed in the caglngg,while candles or whale

oll lanps ghed dim light in the iloterior.There were flieg and mosgquitoes
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but no window screens-dusty streets but no sprinkling.No ilce nor abund-
ant soft water.In winter tha kitchen only was certaln to be warm.” Our
pleture shows this old home after it wag aoderuized and shortly bafore
it wag torm down in 1934 to make way for a filling station.

This grandson recalled going L

&

Sunday serviecs with his grandmother
"A winter morging's ride to that church in Mr.Samuel Herbert's sieigh,
with my grandmother and others,when a considerable number of foot stoves
were taken along with live coals therein,is fixed in my msmory .Mr.Her-
bert lived in the house still standing at the corner of Main and Ferry
Ste.,built in 1765 by hls father who ,wasg a goldier at Bennington.The
horses he turned out gsemed very fleet,the sleigh bells ruag clear im
the frosty alr,and the driver vigorously cracked his whip.No small boy
would ever forget such a dash through the smow drifts.”

The enlarged Meeting-house demanded ths presence of a preacher of
commanding personality.Asa McFParland wae such an one.Tall,well-bullt and
handgome,"with & volce of deev basg,hig eloquence wag at tlmes like
peals of thunder,which asg it echoed around the walls of the capacious
house of God in which he preached,madse the plllars thereof,sand much wmors
the hearts of sinners trsmblslRouton says-"Rev.Asa McFarland+#< was
gound in doetrine”, and the frults of his ministry brought four hundred
and twenty-nine members into his church during his pagtorate of tweniy-
8eVsn yearg.

gmall boys seem to have been a problem even in those deégrous
days,for the town meeting voted in IQOT«"That Samuel Butters take cars
of tha boys in the iesting-house on Sundays.”Among the small boys of
that day wasg Asa MeFarland,Jr.and hers are nia memories of the old
Moeting-housgse:
"mus interior of the church,its great gallery and numercus cholr,its
vew for meople of color,the pulplt and scunding-board above it,which I

was very apprehengive would sometime fall upon and demolish my father,
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are in memory's eye.l call to mind also,the venerable men within the
gpaclous enclosure 1n front of,pr rather,bensath the pulpit-thoss pil-
grims in balze caps-men far dawn ths vele of years,wiho are lneluded by
Ecclesiasgtes ths Preacher,in the 3rd,4%h and 5th verses of his I2th chap-
ter.l ses ﬁhe strong and influentlial persons of the town,as they entered
the house with wife ana children,and conducted ghem to their accustomed
geats.l gee the daughters coming up in single fils~three from some house-
holds,to five and seven from others-vags up ths alsles and into the great
squars pews found in the church edifices of that day.

"Ag I never cam forgtt the faces within,so I never cen the furlous
winds which howled around the ancient plle,the cold by which it wasg pen-
atrated,and the stamping of men and womern within the porches,as thay cans
from afar,and went directly from thair'slei@hs to an 1mmeﬂsé apartment
in which there wag no fire except that carried thither in footstoves.The
rattling of a multitude of lo@ge windows,my tingling feet,the breath or
the people seen aersss the howse,as the smoks of chimneys is discerned
on a froaty mgfning,ﬁh@ impatlence of ths gongregatlon and the rapidity
of their disp&rsiﬁn-are they not all upon the wmamory of those who wor-
shipred in that house previous to I82I7 Then my father sugeested that in
winter there be only one service which led to ths purchase of a moderate
gized box stove,and its cerection about half way up the csnter aigle.This,
strangs as 1t may geem,wae a devarture from old custom which sneountered
some opposition."”

At the first of the sleighing season,it was Mr.Me?arl&nd's cugtonm
to.glve notice from the oulnit to this effect:"Persons who drive sleighs
will vlease Keep to the right,and let those who are afoot havgfﬁiddle;of
the road."This had been authorizad by vete of ths town,to orotect foot
pascengers on Sundays sincse. there was ne othsr piace tnan the road whi cﬁ

=

was passable when dmow lay deep.Boutoar tells that Capt.Hichard Ayer,a
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a towering, powerfully bullt man whs bnew no fear,wss much incensed by
slatgh drivers frown cutside the fows who failed to give church-goers
the right of way.So,on & Sunday,he armed himself with a stout club and
walked behiﬁd a grouwy of women bound for meeting.Down the main strest
came a loaded sleigh drawn by twe horseswhose driver caﬁpelled the women
to step aglde into tha deep snow.Cavt.Ayer 1lifted hisg club and ordsred
the driver to stop and when he paid no heed, the €aptaln struck one of
the horses on the forslee and brought the animal to its knees."There",
sald he,"turn out when you meet people on their way to meeting or I will
knock you down."News of this drastic actlon brought wholesome results
and thersafter foot travellerg to mseling wers treated wlth respect.

In the Statesman for Jan.I4,1870,thers 1a an article called"0ld
North as a Picture Gallery" written mrobably by Asa McFarland,Jr. who
wag one of ths publishers of the péper,Ref@Pring t@‘the leading men of
the town in ths days of hig boyhood,hs writes of'the regularity and con-
gtancy with which they attended public worship and the permanency of
their positions in the house,"éontinuing: ‘

"¥There were glants in those days'ls the impression of the boys ot
each genaeration of men who preceded then.But makimg all propar dbatement
the ancient church edifics under consideration contalined every Sunday
a long array of people who swyitably and honorably discharged ths dutles
of 1life;some of whom had encountered the hardships and perilsg of the
Amarican Revolatian,

"Jonathan Eastman,Esq.8r.,whose patriotism was like an overflewing
fountaln and who was as hospitable as patriotic.®*#**¥Hon.Thomas W.Thom®-
gon,tall and dignified,represented by those who saw him in digcharge of
his duties as Speaker of the House,M.H.Lsglslature,as the most finished
praesiding offiver that had thsp filled tha ehair in tha branch % «<*Capi.
John Egstman,a patriotic, highminded and exemplary inhabltantr*+#*#leorge

Hough,Bsq., p.m.,printer and publiigher;a man without guile,whos®' modera=
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tion was known to all' who never mads an enemy,and whoss only delusion
consgisted in the belief that ail man ware g honest as himgelf . ##% Abel
Hutching,ksq.,widely and favorably known as the founder and many years
zaener of the Phenix Hotel;a man of imposging,dignifisd presence;a highly

il

ugeful ecitizen,to whose quiet and excellent vublic howse Danlel Waebstoer
whery here always resorted.”* . %Dea.Ablal Rolfe,an odficer in the church
nearly thirty years,a guiet,excelleant man;a bachslor like St.Paul .éwex
Cant.Richard Ayer,a citizen of great pergonal presence,a diligent student
in rublic affairg;a man of dechaslon of character;****John Shute,an unt§~
tled good cltizen,regular in attendance in all weathers,upon publlc ree=
ligious service;walking thither from the South ¥nd many years after aged
peonle retirs to the chimney corner;a spare man,guick in his motions,who
lived until vpast ninety.His son,Aaron,siill sureives at nearly ninety and
ressmbles his father in person,and hag the same church going habit.”

Tn IBR0Y9 Rev.Aga McFarland was made a trustee: of Dartmouth college
and in IBI2 Yale college gavs him the degree of Doctor of Divinity-honors
well degerved.He was endowed with a mind of unuswal vigor and activity,
irevidence of which he left more than two thousand manuscript sermons,all
séholarly in character.Since he was the only minister in town hig parish
duties were most arduous aﬁd summer and winter alike,he rode over our
hills to visit his people.Each Sunday he oreached two written ssrmons and
usﬁally a third which was extemporansousg,was given in the Town House or
in some neighborhood schoolhouse.For three and a half vears he wad chap-
lain of ths new prigon and preached once each Sunday to 1ts inmates.These
were routine duties and in addition he organized freduent revivalg and
during his entire pastorate,he served ag c¢lerk of ths Hccleslastical Con-
vention of New Hampshire.

Fine as was his physique,it 1lg not strangs that Dr.MeFzrland's

health broke at the ags of »ifty-four and that his 1ife on sarith closged
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at fifty-eight.The continual strain of davotlon to his psople WAS obvious
in reeurring dspragglon of aplrit sdme years in advance of his %b@akdown,
but gtill he labored on.drs.icFariand was a wonderful helpmate to hef
hashand and must share in any eXxpression of ép@ﬁ@cia%imﬂ aceorded Lo

this faithful Minister.Their portralts here reiroduced werd palated by
yourg Samuel Finley Breessiforse in 1816 when he was o punsst at the
veParland home.

Mirs.dMeParland was a frail,sensitiva gentlewonman-a perspn ©OFf unusual
sweetness and charity of disposition.Well-educated,she galned through
prayer a deep splritual gxpsrience whieh gave her strength arid serenity.
Her 1ife 1g a rscord of gpiritual victory over recurrent physical exzhaus
tion,fhe wife of a busy mimister whose 1ln¢ome never extesded $500. ghe
bore elght children,seven of wh&m grew to adult life undsr her nothering
Her diseclipline was sbsolute,her tenderness exquisite.During these busy
years she kept owen housge for 6V@ry‘ﬁinister who. entered or passed
through Concord,and found time outside her home dutles for visiis to -
those in poverty and distress.

Her prayer 1life was the unfailing fount for har daily need and
each morning,very sarly before her household awdke,she spent an hour v
with God.Out of this communion camé the spiritual vision for three con-
structive pileces of organization:The doncord Pemale Cent Institution
(1804) which was the beginning of woman' s home missionary work in New
Hampshire;The Concord Female Charitabls Soceiety(18I2)famlllarly known
today as"The 0ld charitable" ,and The Concord Female Rellglous 3oclety,
an asgsoclation which, for many years,c@nducted a monthly day of prayer
for women.No other woman of her gsnoration in ﬁew Hampshire did so far-
reaching and gignificant work for hupman welfars as this modegt,retiring
wife of Dr.McParland.

Tn I8I2 Mras.MeFarland wrote to a friend-"Withim about fourtesn
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months there have bsen more than eighty addsa Lo the church undsr the
care of Mr.McFarland."

We khow from her diary that her prayvers must havs bsen a fadélsr in this
harvest of souls brought to God.Chureh membership was no cagual matter
in that day:neither was 1t the result of hysterla:rather,it was the re-
ault of ecareful preparation and cConglideration of the spiritual values
prescribed in the Scripture.Growth of the Concord church under DP.M¢F&£~
land was notéworthy,but guvch growth was never his deminant purpoge.

It was a time of general confusion in religious thinking.In cer-
tain intellectual circles athelsm was rampant and the old Puritan Congre
gational Church of New England wasg in a chaotic state. A gkepticlsm spon-
sored by theologians of brilliant mind had produced Unitarian doctrine
and many an historic parish was wrecked for the time being.All this left
a trail of bitterness ih the churchss.Dr.McFarland wag alert to the @gt-
uation and he kept hils @arish-th@romghly instructed in the orthodox faitd
and,more definitely to emphasize that faith in this ¢risis,hs re-wrote
the ancient Covenant of his church and so elaborated it that there could
be no honest question of interpretation.It wés,iﬁ charactar,lilke Asa
MeFarland himsslf,so simgle—minded in its integrity that compromise un=
der 1td vows must be unthinkable.ﬁxpresae& in unegulvecal terms and no-
ble im its phrasing,it reiterated the Trinitarian belief oh whilch the
church was founded.In somewhat abridged form,but unchanged in doctirine,
thess vows continted to be the pledge of belief required by eld First
Church until I935,wheﬁ,eonforming to the general trend in Congrsgational
churchss, the vows of more't@an twe centuriss were digearded for a 1lib=-
eral and Iindsfinlte statement.

Thus did Dr.MeFarland"earnestly contend for the faith once for

a1l deliverad to the saints"and thus he mors than Justifisd b

[

ils regpon~
8ibility to hilg parish in Coneord.So doing he bagueathed to coming gen-

erations a dymamic church powerfully aquippad for spiritual and moral
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leadarsaln in tows and in state.This was hig great contribution az Minis-
tor im Soncord and 1t wa.s made without ths bitterness so characteristic
of ths rise of Unitarianiem throughout New Zagland.ln dus. time cortain
1ibaral-nindsd citizens in our town formsd a Uniltariasn church but the
record indicates that not & membsr of Dr.licFarland's churceh took part in
its organtization.The sturdy character of Rev.Asa MeFarland was woven into
tha spirituwal and moral fibre of tha new Ganital for Mew Hampshire.
Under the very shadew of tha Mesting-house another relligious

movaﬁent was quietly preparing for ths first organization of disgenters
of-dissorterss from the orthodox falth in Concord.In 1805 a small group
of townspeople"having become convinted of ths truth as profeased by the
Friends" ,were aided by the Weare Monthly liseting in starting 2 meeting in
Concord.For a time the local grouv wmst at the héme of Ruth Turmer and
garan Sweatt,both of whom ﬁerﬁ daughters of Benjamnin Hannaford, the tavern
keeper . .Ruth Turner,a widow,intreduced the new dactrine to Concord and,
through her influence,her sister Sarah(Mrs.Moses Sweatt) and their fatiy-
er and his second wife became converfs.iavi Mutching records that the
Hannaford tavern was always open to Friendg who were kindly and freely
sntertained there-@evi's wife,Phebe,another da@shter of H@nnafcrd,héd
been a member of Mr.McFarland's church but her husband never'owned the
covenant"although he attended meetimg regularly and played his basgs viol
in ths cholr.Ifi time he and his wife jolined the Friends but in hig old
age and after his wife's death,Hevi Hutchins withdrew from the Seciety.
His slster Bethiah(Mrs.Judley Ladd), his daughter Futh and her husband,
Daptlel Conledge,lrs.Jjogsoh Hasseltine and Thomasg W.Thorndike Wware among
the sdhsrents. ’ |

Young Thomas Thorncike(b.IT97)was Just of sge when he declded to
pacome & Quaker and perhaps he wag influenced In hls deelsion by the
youthful Quakeresgs in Weare 1o whom he was later wed.When he withdrew

from the family falth it caused grief to his home folks and soon he was
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uwnmoned to appear before a churcl committes on discipline,on the charge
that he had"neglected to fulfill his covenant engagements."The record
continues"he exvlicitly declarad that he should walk no more in the or-
dinances with this church”.This brought the committee to the inevitable
decilgion that he must be'set off from our communianﬁhere wag no hint of
nergsecution ir guch cases-only & comsiderable amount of dismay and sor-
rOW.

In I802 Banjamnin Hannaford had purchased an ac¢re and a halfl lot
directly south of hig tavern propsrty and it seems nrobable that Sarah
ZSweatt whose husband was anh officer in the U.S.Navy,and her sister Ruth
Turner, were provided with a home there.The large housg now gtanding on
this lot(No.IST N.State St.)has an ell of much older construction whici
may well have gtood there in 1805.The picture of the Meetimg«houée in
Chavter XXXI shows thisg ell as it appeared years age- a unit in 1ltgelfl
typlcal of the small two-story houses of the early ninétesnth cantury.
In the samne ovicture a bit of the Hannaford tavern may be seen next north
of No.I5I.

If our surmise is corrdct then this old el1 was tha place where
the Friends heild their early meatings in Concord.la I814 the Soclety was
able ts buy a small lot on the west side of the land now occuplad by the
state House and there they erecied a plain one-story meeting-house.levi
Hutchine writes:"T wada the ssats thereof aftéer the fashion,a very plain
sne,universally adopted by the Friends.Im order not to deviate from
insir plainnaess in this respect,I went to Weard and took 2 pattefn of
the sests in one of their Friends' mesting-housss in that p;acs,"

nut in legs than two years plans for the State Hawse made necessga-
»yv ths removal of the meetingwhouse/amd ites destination wasg the lot
next north of the Burying-ground which Benjamin Hannaford had set apart
crior to hia death in I8II for use as a Quaker burving-ground.In I840

tas local Society of Friends was g0 reducad in numberg that 1t was dlg-
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continued a.d five yearg later School District No.IlI purchéaed the 1it-
tle meetling-house and moved Lt to th: rear of a brick school which then
occunled the south-west corner of No.State and Church Sta.lt wag used

ag a primary grads gchool.In {859 1t was discarded as a school and movad
to Franklin St.whsare 1t was rebullt into th= two-tenement house at
NO.39~-41.

Wheft First Church abandoned its ancient Mssting-house for a
new gdifice on_ the corner cf N.Main anhd Washington 3tsg.,the historic old
building was sold to the Methodist Biblical Institute amd Stevhen M.Vail,
a professor 1n the achoosl,purchagsd ihe house standing north >f the cem-
tery and built on ths largs front section as i£ now stands at No.I5I.
Thersa ﬁe maintained a boarding house for the theological studsnts at the
Institute.The o0ld Quaker Burying-ground wagt of the gsite of the Quaker
ileeting-house and north of Minot Enclosure-in our O0ld Burying-ground,has
been incorporated into the latter, for distinections im dogma no longer
disturb the guiet dead.

According to Quaker custom no headstones were placed at the
gravesg 6f their dead.One exceptlon prevailed in thelr old Burying-ground
for thers 18 a atone Iinscribed-

"Phebe Hutchins,Wife of Levi Hutchins,b.Avr.I5,I766,d.Apr.2,L829."
Begide her grave 1s that of hser son-

"John Hutchins of New York,d.Junes 5,I843 ae 44."

It seems likely that Levi Hutchins could not leave his wife in a name-
less grave and that thls may have been one reagon for his dissoclating
himself from the Qqaker meeting .John Hutchins wasg buried here after the
Coneord Soclety disbanded.in later years a large granite block was placed
in this little cenetery,inscribed:

"In Memory of
Ben tamin Hannaford,Ednah Hannafoni Seba Houghton,Lydia Dunlav,Sarah Hough-

ton,Daniel Rodgers,William Rodgsrs,Mary H.Worden,Yeter Hazeltine,Danlel
C,Hazeltine,Levi Hutchins,Phebe Hutchins,Anna H.Morse,Sarah Arlin,
Jogerh.A.Hoag.
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Beside the headsgtons for his wife,is the S.A.R.marbker for Levi Hutehins,
3oldier American Revolution.

Degnite the Jeffersonian dictum that all men ars creatsd free and
equal,New England élung to certain clags digtinctions brought by the
Puritans from old England.In Concord guch distinctions are to be found
in deeds of gale wherein citizens are classified according to profession
or as "gentleman" ,trader,yeoman(or husbandman)or laborere.Judge Timothy
Walker,by virtus of family background,educatlon and civic standing,was
"gontleman";so also,was Squire Timothy Carter who had acquired broad
acres in West Parish.The sons of these men mlght bs "yeomen"until in
their later yearg,they attained to ths status of"gentlemen®~a title
which ssems to have bean possible for any citizen of intelligence,char-
acter and reasonable success in matcerial prosperity.

The" traders"included those who kept store or dealt in real estate
and they as well as the artisans-the tanners,shoemakers,tallors atc.-
were aligible to become "@entlemen".By such selective process a tinsmith
ag well as a yeoman might aspire to dignity,for the 0ld English custom

a1

of class had become thoroughly democratized so that every Concord boy
was born"free"to become"equal’ if his mental egulpment and character
develooment should vrove him worthy .Suech standards seem never to have
produced spobbery in old Concord;on the contrary,there was evidént a
gense of responsibility on part of the'gzntleman" to co-operate with
other clagses.

Into the gimple rural life of Concord,howsver,newcomers were bring=-
ing a certain sophlstication which waeg changing the soclal pattern of
the town.People 1ike the Harrig and Puncaen fawillissg introdwced new cus-
tamo,establishod new standards and wers reckoned"gentael and fashionable
23 Zouton gays.They with their assockatag,thae Kents,ths Greens,the T.W.

"hymrgong and othsrs,lived and carried on businsssg in that section of

s Ystreet" bslow Centpe road.At the Nor th,Enu 13 the old vnloneer
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fanillesg~the Walkers,Bradleys,Kimballs,Em@rys and gthers who,by virtue

of ths conquest of ths wilderness of Pennycook,had held leadership in- the
town for three generationg.lt was insvitable that the two diverse alementy
old and new,should c¢lash and so 1t was that a lons feud develobéd«North
End versus South find.The boundary line was the old Meeting-house brook
now coming to be called West brook.

¥ith the growth in Concord and the surrounding towns, the time wag

ki

ripe for the establishment of a bank.Both Concord and Hopkinton solicited

a charter and Concord received it in I806.A numbor of prominent men formed

the question of locatlion and management which wpreeipitated the first ma-
jor c¢lagh between the Worth End group led by Judge Walker and the South
Znd groun led Ly Col.William A.XKent.The dilemma was swlved by ovpsning uwwo
separate banks under the ome charter,and the ¥orth Enders bagan buginess
in the north half 6f ths Liv@rmore’house’with ite caghiler,Samuel Sparhawk
making his home in the south half of the building.Judge Walker was madee
president and the institutlon was known as theﬁUpmer.Bénk."_
The South Enders elscted Joseph Towne of Honkinton as president

and Col.Kent ag caghier and called their institution the"Lower: Bank."
In January 1808 they purchased the northeagt corpsr of the Gale tavern
lot and built there a two-gtory brick block which, with many changes ,still
gtands at.No.49 N.¥ain S8t.This was the first brick block in Concord and
the bank cceupied the first flosr while the second floor bacame quarters
for the newly organized Blazing Star Lodge and was called Masons' Hall.

Wnen the bank charter expired in I826,the Lower Bank securad an in-
devendent one undsr the original nane-Concord Bank-but during the finan-
¢ial stress incident upon the panic of IB37.it falled with serious loss
o its stgckholders and the town in general.During the clvil war perimd
Concord's police station was locatsd in thz upper story of the 0ld bank

building,and 1t was then that the vhotogravh hsre raproduced was taken.
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During the years under the first charter ths two banks Xept up the
feud.The Upper Bank forced a run upoen the Lowsr for the redemption of
the latter's bank bills in specie,and,as a clever resgrt,Col Kent employ
ed the deliberate Mr.Hough to count the small coin while an éxpress was
despatched to Boston for the extra cash needed.With no more than his
customary alow precision,Mr.Hough gpent éufficient time fer the trip
te be made and the mésssnger roturned with the specie to sava the day.In
retaliation the Lower Bank brought sult against the Upper for issying
bills contrary to law,and there were other vexatious eplsoded before a
triacs was called.

The Upper Bank renewed its charter under the wviams of Merrimack

County Bunk amd continued prosperoeusly until it V@iuntarily closed its
doors in I866.Two ysars later the Pirst National Bank of Concord-organ-
1zed in I864-took over the Lower Bank building and remedelled 1t for
1ts qiarters as shown in the a&@omﬁahying“pi@ture.

In 1800 the Union comsisted of sizteenm states and two political
parties were in fierce contest for supremscy in the goverament.The Fed-
sralist party comprised the ¢onservative Tollowers of Washington's pol-
teles: the Republican party(later the Demoeratic) was the liberal element
led by Thomas defferson who,since he had received the seceond highest
vote for the presidency,had autom&tiéally beecoma Vice-president with
President John Adams,a Federalist. At the time New Hampshire was strong-
1y Federalist in pelitics,but in 1804 the state went Républican.In 1809
1t swung back to Federalist and so remalnad for a dgcade.In the sarlisr
years of this ghifting political trend,Judge Walksr was sgvéeral times
the Republican nominee for goverfnsr but the Federalist sentiment of tha
state defested him.Nevertheless,it is probable that his pergenal influ-
ence zg a Republlcan leadsr h@lp@d to promote the Jaffersonlan cause i
the statse as a whole.

As the political balance tipped fromlparty to party,the time
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wa e riga for newspapers definitely partlisarn Lo purps fivat of
these-"The Rezublican Gazette"-was issued in 1801 by Elilah Russell.Aftey
two years it lavsed and when,in 1805,Gaorge Hough's "Merald" ceased pub-
lication, there was no newspapor of any kind in Coneord for an entire
yoar.In I806 Willlam Hoit(b.IT783),great grandsen of Abner Hoit,began pub-
1ishing"The Concord Gazette"which lasted less than a year.In a few monthe
he tried again amnd gold the Gazette which was a Pederallst paper,to Jesgz
Carr Tyttle.Tuttle had served aporentieshliv with George Hough and hig
wife wags Zerviah Abbot,grand-dauglter of old Reubsn Abbot.

Tuttle's gifts were hardly equal to newspaper mdnageasnt and he
gave up the enterprise to become miller at Dickerman's mills.However,hls
paper had attained a measure of Influsnce in vpolitics becauss of"the
communicationg of strong and vgréﬁile contributors” The outfit for print-
ing the Gazette was an old one purchassd from Dudley Leavitt of Gilman-~
ton and Brought to Conecard 1n a two-horse wagon.The fromt pagsa of the
paper bors a vignette-"a wretched imitation of an eagle,so badly. sagrav-
en that its ground work was blaeck as ink"-a fact which caused 1t to be
dubbed by the opposition as"ths crow papser" .Publication ended in I8I9.

.M@anwﬁile William Helt stavted"The Awmerican Patriot'in support

of the Jeffersonian party in 1808, in an effice"over Timothy Chasdler's
clock manufaectory(site of Huniwood ferrace) .When he wag a child the Hoit
family moved to Wentworih,N.H.and later Willlam was apprentic¢ed to a
printer in Peacham,Vt.In I806 he came back to Concord to work for George
Hough and three years later he mavried Betay Hasoltine (b.I785) .During
many years in the printing businesg businmasa 1w Conecordihlg friends ana
asgociations were many and happy "and after his death in T854 in Pen-
broke, the printgrs of Concord erscted a monamant o ths wmenmory of
"Vsteran’ﬂoiti" Hig signlficance today is largaely dus to ths faet that

his American Patrict became the medium through which Issac Hill came

inte power and influancs.
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A perusal of thZ old newspaparg printed in Concord ig enlightening
ag Lo the epirit and thivking of their fima.Political @mmmr@varsy kitow
1ittle restralmt and wag candid to the podnt of sbude.In dirsct comtrast
e cosvgenass of expressiom in pelitisal mattars the papery provided an
abundanes of sentimental rhyme"in tender rilla" aleng with coplous adver-
tiging of davout bouvks and religious tracts-balanced at timés by notliees
of the irreverent literature whieh showed the confused thaelegy of the
Lima.

Ry such mothed of trial and srror did the partisan newspaper make
ite haltinhg progress in concord,paving the way Lor the coming” of a yoﬁng
mah pamed Fsmac ML) whe, by gemivs and indomitable will,bieams. ong of
the oubgtanding sditors of his time and,in so doing,put the provinelal

town of Concord on the national map.



