. Chanter XXI.
** The Town of Concord.

At the final settlement of ths Bow Controve?ay}it will be remembored
that ths new namne of Concord was qualifiedé by"®arich of Bowhan indignity;
which continued until the Revolution was accomelished.On January 22,1784,
an act of legislature provided that this community should"be fenceforth
called the town of C@ncord,any law,usage or custom to the contrary not-
withstanding." with a new pride and sslf-reswest,loncord éntered the
nogt~War veriod.

The struggle for independence had necé&saitated new d¢overnmental
maéinery ror each of the ¢olonies and Wew Hampshire,in I775,adopted a
temporary comstitution,being the first colony so to do.In I778 Concord!
repraesentative to the General fssembly was Col.Thomas Stickney and the
town votad to instruet him "to use his inflyencs in order that a full
and free representation of the people be called as soon as conveniently
may be,for the sole putpose of laying a parmenent plan or system for
the futurs government of the State." The Assembly voted to call a con-
vention to be held in June of the gsame year and because of 1tg central
position midway between the foast towhs and the growing settlements in
the Connecticut river valley,@oﬁcard was chosen as the place of mesting.
The Meetlng-house was furbished up for uge of thhe seventy-three delegates
who made up the convention and with such leadsrs as Jghn Langdon,Vatthew
Thornton,John Ball,Josieh Bartlett,Joseph Badger,Timothy Farrar and Time
othy Walker, the work, began.After a year's consideration the document
was vrescnted to the pesple who rejected.it.

In I781 a gecond convention was agycinted and it,toe, met in June
at Concord.According to tradition sesslong wers held in the nall over
"Merchant"Stemens's store which was a mers guitable place for a gathering:
of leas than a hundred men than the great Meeting-house.Possibly this
ocecasion gave rise to the old name"Parliament Corner" long associated
with this corner of our present Main St.and Pleasant St.Again the people

refugad ratificatisn.There wag a stubborn suspiecion of such terms as
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Govarnor’ and "oouncil®among Hew Hampshire men who ceuld not

forget the colonial meaning of such terms.At last a plen for a state
bresident'a legiszlative council and a House of Favresentatives found fav-
or and in Octover I783(the year of the psacs) a constitution was ratlified
.1t took seven segsions of the cdnvention it bring abowt the deslired re-
sult.With amendments,it still serves our atate.

Tt was Titting that the venerable natriot,ﬁeshech"Weafé,should be
elected New Hampshire's first President under the new c¢onstitution,and
Concord was honored as-mhé place bf hie imawguration in June IT784.It was
a great cerenony .Led by fife and drums a long onrocegsion attended the
Fregident up our long main street to the Weeting-house,w ich wag none too
large for the throng attracted by this event . iembers of the legiglature,
civil authorities of the state and other citizens of dignity snd promi-
nence marcheé that day énd,eﬂtering the newly repalred eﬂifi@e,filled tts
box pews Lo ca@aeity.ReV.Samuel Meclintock,D.D.of Greenland preached our’
first"Election Sgrmon".A great public dinner furnished by the state fol-
lowed apnd thus New Hampshire's famous "Election" days held for many years
in June,and centsring about the Weeting-houge at the North End,h&d thelr
beginning.The last of the "plection Sermons'"was preached by Rev .Nathan
Lord of Hamover in I83I.

During the years immedlately following the Wwar,Concord felt tus
depreggion attendant upon the depreciation of the eurrency.Colonial New
Tngland had depended for its coin uposn Spaﬁish milled dollars and Eng;
11gh minted wmonsy brought in by the flourishing trads with ths VWest Inaié
but bleckade of our ports during the Revolution had speedily endsd that
gurply of gold and gilver.To meet the costs ofltheYWQr,Cangr@sg-had 1a-
sued continentsl bllls of credit wlth no other gusrantee than future taxe-
ation.Maturally,people hoarded their coin while wobthless papsr money
flooded the states.Our leglslature attempted to meet the situation by .
nagsing laws which made bills of credit legal tender and by declaring”

thet 17 & treditor refused to accept wapér money, the debt should e -

£
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declared discharged.Naturally this only insr@&é@d ths difficultlies.
Bouton gived = vivid wicture of the emberrasment of the times

beeause of ¢oin ehortage.In 1786 Jonn Bradlaey gas Coneord's representa-

tive in the legiglature,ths sessiong to be held ip Rxater.dr.Bradley,

well=-to~do shough he was,had no casi td wma=i ths necsgsary expense 80
he sent nis fomrteadyear old aon over to Timothy Bredley's on the Moun-
tain, te agl the loam of e¢oin for the trip.The lad met his kinsman on
the way omly to ba told that he,in turn,had no cagh:indesd,said Timothy
Bradley,although he had beem promised the only dollar left on the'East
Side"infpajment of a debt,it had gone ingtead to an Andover doctor
called for an emergency.But,hs added,he had heard that a rich spinstsr
in Canterbury possessed a ¢rewn and he promised to secure it 1f vogsible
The lady in quegtion prodwcad not only the crown but an old pilstareen
ae well,and Jucge Walker loaned additional cash 80 that John Bradley
started for Exeter with an easy mind.At his boarding place in that town
he vas the only one of fourteen repregentatives who was able to pay in
full for board awé Lodging at the clogse of the session.A dozen of his
fellow menbers on their way homs to the north csumtry,lodged mmder\John
Pradley's hospitable roof freae of charge,for thers “"was not a dollar
amongat the whole of them."”

In spite of post-war difficulties,Concord’s growth was staady.In
1775 her census showed a porulation of I052 ané ten years 1atér 1t wasg
1400.The naxt decade browght iuncreasa to 900 .During the war utmost
economy in all town expense had limited school costsg,but the increasing
number of children now wmade imparative a new achoolhouge.In I785 a new
one was built on the main street at a point on the weat side directly
north of tihe Josenh Hall(Thorndiks)farm.lsgaae Shute(bh.L775) who 1ived
on the Shute farm at the corner of {est gt ., reminigesé thus about that
achool:

"T firgt went to school in this building to a Haster Shevard,who
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wag teacher &Mefe for some time.The school was small in nuabers and
the attendance irregular,the large boys working when worﬁ ¢ould ba had
to atd thsir gtruggling parents.School books weré few in numbér.The prime
er and Dilworth's SPelling book were all the books I first héd;Samuel
Butters" (born the samz year as Isaac Shute)"had a Pgalter,dnd in those
days it was considered a great thing to own one.In their homes then,tl
peovle had hardly any books.dy father"(John Shute)"used to stitch the
almanacs together in bunches of six years each,and we read them through
and thromgh.Dea.Joseph Hall and Mr.Lot Colby together todk a Boston week-
ly papsr,amd we sometimes had it at our houee.I think at that time no
othar newgpaver was geemn among the Eleven Lots besople.Ths pogt went bnce
2 week to .Boston carrying the mail on horseback."

The North ¥md needed a schoolhouse af urgently as did the South
End and the thrifty town fathers ingerted in the warrant for the I790
town meeting an artiale"Tb sea if the Town will Vote that thﬁPest—house
should be moved inte the Town Street,near the Meeting-house for the Uge
of a School—housé.“lt was so voted,and,cleansed by the sung and winds -of
fifteen yeérs,the strange little building was moved to a apot at the
foot of our present Church St.where it atood until Figke St.(now Bbuton)
wag opened across its site in 1820.In this sehool-house the Minister was
wont to visit on Saturday mofnlngs to instruct the scholars in the cate-
chism preparatory to Sunday meeting.It was only at much later daté that
religibus instruction in public schools came to be feared as a breach of
the sgparationAof chmrch and state.A school boy of that long ago time
refsrred thus to the building: "Old low-gstudded,hip roofed school house
that stood near the old elm tree betwsen Main St.and the road that went
up by the 0ld Worth Church to the left in 1818."

1790 wes the year when Concord bsgan a really émbitious project,
in voting at town meeting one hundred pounds”"to build a house for the

accomodation of the General Court®%*% to bs set on the land of Mr.W@,
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Stickney near Dea” David Hall's " It was also voted"that Capt® Reuben
Kimbal be an Agent to build gd housé & that the Pementions of % houge
be 80 feet long & 40 wide & I5 feét post." By fall fhe building was com-
pleted and on Wovember 27,the citizens of Concord had the satigfaction
of holding a town meeting thereéin.This was the third public bu;ldimg-in
town,tha first being the old log fort and ths second,the Meeting-house.
Thereafter all town meetings and local sg¢ssions of the General Court
were held within its walls until the State House was erected For use of
the leglslature.

The T6éwn Houss was one story in heilght,as shown in the drawing,ana
it stood on the north side of our present Court House lot.Its cupola was
topped by one of Ephraim Potter's weather vanes and the community was
duly proud of so 1lmposing a strueture.It contained two rooms-one for
the House of Representatives in the north end,and one for the Sénats in
the geuth end.A stairway led to a gmall gallery for gspectatorg and on
the west side of the building there were gseveral committee rooms.

Long years afterward this Town Houge,snlarged in the meantime,was
discarded and moved to a site off Bridge St.where it ended its days as
a humble storehouse and finally,in I883%,went up in flames.Woodbridge Od«.
1in(b.I8I0)writing his memories of the old building,recalled the days
when Rev.Joshua Abbot(b.I782)kept a Laneastrian school in the south room
in 1820 and when Rev.Asa McFariand used to give Sunday evening leetures
in the nerth rosm.Thig latter r@o@ boasted a chandelier-"two transverse
sticks hung by a tow string whjch passgd through a pulley in the wall
overhead and extended down the side through another pulley,with a brieck
on the extreme end to overcems the force of gravitation,at the centre.
The extreme arms of the chandeller comtained four tallow candles 1n wood-
en gockets,which when lighted cast their lurid glars a¢ross the room.l
well recall how quietly Mr.Philbrick would occasionally take his snuf-

ferg,lower the chandelier,and snuff the wicks."
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About this time ths followln® ltewn wasd writitsn into the Town Arcords
(March I0,I819)-"Voted that lsase Bastman and James Heit taks begal
meagures to asceritzsin the names of thoss nargens wiae have durlng this
meeting injurec or damnified the geats,candissticks %c.belonging to the

fowny House and revort thelr nawmes,and that sald Bastmen and Holl prosges

{2
o

cute the same."lhe only relic of the ancient Town House still in exigte
ence 1ls the weathsrvans or"potter"which.g%fj%aﬁ¥%ﬁg3$fgaéﬁa,bld‘Building
of the N.d.Historlical Sociaty.

4 new gcinool in the central part of our growing town was urgently
needed to replacs the o0ld original schoolhouge near Tanyard brock a 1it-

12 to tha south of the new Town House.3dometima prior to I79% such a’

achoolhouse was bullt,probably by privata gubgcrivtion,on the lot now

S~

occupled by Parker Schcoi.The lot had little to racommenc it exceplt its
contral location for it was low land and the buillding hac to be placad
nsar thie line of pragent Stats St.The weat end of the lot was part gsand
bani and part frog hole and there was stagnont water near thne school all
through the summer seagon. Approach to ths new gschool wasg by way of a
lans now School 8t.

The drawing shows the architscturs of the bullding which "wag a
wondsrment in ltg day,and people cams miles to sse it."Its cupola with
a weather wane,its gable window with ciirved tov,werse congidered Pemarkr.
abls indeed for a sehoolhouse.lte two rooms were of unequal gizeithe
Magter's room on the east end was the larger while the small room at
the west end waes for the youngsst puplls presided over by a Mistress.
In the Master's room the boys sat on the south side and the girlg on
the north side facing them.The bullding was named Unlon Ychool Housge
until a bell purchagsd by povpular gsubsgcription,wad hung in its cupola.
Thereafter it wad Commonly.RHOWn as the Bell School Mouse.In IB46 the
building was discardad,removed to South 3t.and aventually torn down.On

its original site was erected Concord's first High School ag ghown 1n

F Vore Irsehanc sfas Tk B te
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our onlcture.

The material’devalopmant of the town was important but of sven

greater laportance was the choice of a Minlgter to succeed the late
Rev.Timothy Walker.After same,w&ékg of'supplyythe committes in charge
wag directed by town vote'to procure a candidate on probation,the first
ovportunitydonathan Wilkins,native of Marlborough,Mass.,was engpaged
and after trial,was given a "call"in December 1786.The church vote wag
unanimous but the town vote revealed gome dlessent.for this reason,ir.
Wilkins,quite vproperly,declined Lo accept.de dld not lsave Concord,how-
sver,for he had fallen victim to éhe charme of Dea.Joseph Hall's grand-
dprghter, Sarah,whom he forthwith married.Activz in all town affairg,he
also served as daacon in the church from I8TI until hig death in 1830,

i

The next choice for Minmighter was Rev.larasl

B

vang whpﬁcc@nt@d
the"call”of church and town and was ordainad at the Meeting-housce in
nidsummnar of I789.Larael Hvens whoss portralt is dopled from 2 miniature
was born of a iine of Welgsh minlsters and graduated from Néssau Hall
(Princeton)in I772.Licensad to preach ag a F?esbyterlan in Philadelphia
three yvears later,he sntered the Continental Army ag a chaplain in 1776
and in'the next year he was assigned to a brigade of New Hampshire
troovs.It is probable that the contacts there made led to his ministry
in Concord.

Generally known as"Washington's chaplain",ilr.Bvans had the distin
tion of being the only army chaplain who served continuousgly throughout
the Revolution and this fact way have influenced Waghington to choose
him to vreach the thanksggiving germon before the aggembled French and
American troops after the surrsnder of Lord Coranwallils at Yorktown.The

nath
text of that sermon was-“Hith@rﬁg/tée Lord helpsd us."The chaplain knew
first hand whereof he preached for his own service had included all the

perils and hardships known to our patriot soldiers.He had marched to
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Quebec,endured the tragic wintsr at Valley Forge and was with 3ulilivan
in the awful campaign of destrnction of the"Pive Nations".Wentally keen,
dauntless ip spirit,flaming with patriotic zeal,Chaplain Evpws had made
inestimable contribution to the morale of the patriot army.

Transvlanted to thig quiet corner of New England,his spirit must
have been gomewhat 111 at ease.The town wag poverty stricken by the war:
there wasa much to be done andé 1little to do with.The eonservative and self
contained villagers found something allien in Israsl Evans's impulsive
temperament while he,on his part,must‘hava found it difficult to under-
stand his parishoners.At the end of aighi years he resigned the pastorate
but he . continued to 1live in Concord until his death in I80T7.His successgor
was Rev.Bsa McEarland whoss gervice is so largely ldentified with the
opening of the ninsteenth century that hls record will b reviawed in a
latér chaptera' |

VWr.Evans had married Huldak Kent of Charlest?wn,Mass.oa lady some
sixteen years his junior-and sée outlivad her husband for'mény years.
Thelr home wag in the house shown in the picture,which had been bullt by
Stevhen Kimball shortly before their arrival in Concord.It stood then,dand
for nearly a century to coma,opposite the Town House.lts original roof
was?;he hip roof typ=i.The Evanseg were peﬁ@le of disﬂtnctian in this
rural town and aiways lived with some elegance.They kept a chalse and
later,a four-wheeled carriage drawn by & span of horses,and 1t wag no
uncommon thing for them to make a journey Lo Roston.Madam Evans was wont
to tell how these trivs took two days each way ,and how,on one ocecasion,
on theiﬁréﬁarn darkness overtook them in Bow,and she walked ahead of the
horge with her white hanﬁkerchief\throwh over her bonnet so that Mr. EF¥-
ane could ses to keep the chalse out of the gutters.

ir.BEvansg was a kentleman of fine parsonal avoearance,of dignifiea
and martial manner.On all publi@ occasions hz wore his tri-conered hat.

Y : o o . - . s ]
He was foné of a gvod horsge,good music and good 1iving. 1t was his influ-
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ence which persuaded the parish to introduce Iinstrumsntal mﬁsic intc the
gervices at the Meeting-house.Thls much dlstiresssd certain of the congrea-
gation who felt that fiddle and fliute profaned the worghip of God and who
therafore felt constralned to absent thsmselves from the service.Thz fluk
play=srs who initiatad this venture were Master Flagg and Simeon G.Hall,
dressed in small clothes with knee buckles.A violin was added later and
sventually a bass viol and clarinet.Hall was the son of Dea.David Hall
and Flagg wag doubtless the schoolmaster,

The writer was told by a lady whose mother lived near Fryeburg,iie .
many years ago,of a Jingle handed down from generation to gensratilon in
that ldcality:

" I've been up to Pennvcook
And since God's ¥aw they have forsook,
They have changed Peunycook to Concord

Becausge they would not serve the Lord."

No one has an explanation for this indictment so one may wonder if it had
anything to do with the instrumentsl wusic i the Heeting—houee,Communi¥
catlon hetween Frysburg and Concord was Eonstant'for many Tamlilieg had
relatives in both towns.Until the vresent gemératian)anc aneieﬁt glign-
board stood at the intergection of the Conway road and the highway branch
ing to Fryeburg,bearing thie inscription-"T7 miles to Concord."The fact
that ths above ditty omits the o0ld name of Rumford signifies little,for
except in legal papers 1t secemt never to hawve been componly used.Penny«
c0ok was the town name used up to the date when the neme was changed to
Concord.

For fourteen years prior to hlas death,Rev.lgrael Evans was a
trustee of Dartmouth cellege. and his will contained é bequest for a pro-
fessorship at that institution-the largest money gift to the college
during the nearly forty feafs of Dr.John Wheelock's administration.Fhe
gift has been abgorbed into the present Evans Foundation.Always militant
inppirit,tradition 11llustrates this quality in "Washington's Chaplain"

s

by the story of his prayer befors the afmy aggemblad on the eve of battile
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0 Mord of Hosts,Head Fforth thy sorvants o7 the Amerlcean army Lo battle
O \ acrl R o) battle,

2

and giva thaen the vietorytOr,if this be not eceording to thy govsralgn
J Edalin et

will,then we pray thee-sgtand neutral,and let flesh and blood decide ths

s PR - - E R : P
tgsuet’ Dying, thig ministsr of God was still the patriot,and when hisg

young guccessgor,Aga MeRarland, knesling by hisg bed,prayed that"being
¢alled from this to tha eternal worh@ha nignt sit down with Abraham,
Tsasc and Jacob in the kingdom of heazvan| Tarazl HBvans interrupted:"and
with Nashington,too."With the death of Rav.lsra=l Bvans sadate Concord
lost ona of the most ecolorful personalitiss of her higtory past or for
thes future. .

Ths Evanges were responsibls for tha coming 1o Concord of a young
man destined to becomz ona of the town's most succagaful and public-gpir-
{ted cltizans.William Austin Kent,brothnr of ¥rg. Bvang,was born im Chard-

estown,Mass.,the son of a gea captain who disd in forelgn paris when his
son was only a year old.The widowed mother,hard put to ksep a homs for
her baby and three oldsr children,onencd a gmall stors to nrovidae for
ths family.When Willlam was tean years old ths British fired‘ChaQ}estown
and home and store were Gestroyed(1775) -Hlomeless, the family wandared
away for refuge to an inland town until the red-coats egacunated Boston
and then they returnad to Charlestown.
At fourteen William was appraenticad to a Bogton atorekagper,with
a wage so meagre that when,at the age of twaaty-one,he was free, he had
baraly monsy snough te vpay the toll over the Charlestown bridge as he
trudged home.nable to find work he spent waeks of idlenegs so that he

welcomad the chance to raturn as & jomvneyman to tha employ of hig form-

or magter.Me workaed long enough to accumulate a 1ittls money which he

sode

iavested in a set of tevols,a few boxss of tin,a barrel of gugar,a barrel
of molasses,a keg of coffee and & chest of tea.With this stock in trade
he gought and found transportatlion with one of the slow producs teams

bound for Concord,tne homs of hieg sister,and here began,at the age of
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twenty-four,hats lormz and honorabls budinsasg cal
was only fragméntary,his mind wags go keen,ila 9snse of valuas a0 sound
and his gpirit of such natural dignity thati he becams reckoned a gentlew
man of culture and reflnement.

Mr.Kent was happily married(I792) three yearg after he came o
Concord,tm Charlotte Mellen and for nearly thirty years they made thelr
home & vlace of notable hosnitality.Mr.Kent built a mansion house on
ths gite of the present 3outh Church and there @vary‘mam of note who vig
1tad Concord wag most graciously gntertainedoDanlel Webster declarad thie
home to be'on: of the first in all tha neighborhood in which I met in-
telligent and cultivated soclety."Much changed this old house now stanas
at 24 8.9pring St.In I820 Mrs.Kent died and family tradition fells that
ner devoted husband wrote the lines inscribed uvon her tombstone in the
0ld Burying-ground:

" ' Pwas hers to give to social 1life 2 charm,

Tp make hor home the residencs of Joy,

To close a well svent 1life without Atafﬂ

In humble howme of bliss without alloy.'
The Kents hacd for nasar neighbor,Madamn Bvans who,after her husband's deast
had purchased the Farrington house where "archant”" Stevens had lived.
With her 1lived the aged mother who ended her days in peacsz and comfort,
rejolcing in hef son'g fine charactser and prosperity.

On Jan.6,I790,there was great stlr in Concord for upon that day our
firat local nowspapsr was lssued.lts editor and publishar wag George
Hough, printer.In hisg sarly thirties,Mr.Hough camée hsere from Windsger,Vt.
where he had been associated with Alden Spoonsr in establishing the Ver-
nont Journal.When he arrived in tewn he brought with himd well worn
hand press which he set up in & small one-gtory buillding which gtood
within the 1imite of the vresent State House groun@goﬂis firgt printing

wags " @hristlan Zeonomy"in pamphlet form and shortly afterward hie print-

5

edl a sermon preached by Rev.Josepn Bekley,pastor of the 01d South Church

Bogton,at the ordination of Rev.lsrael Bvans.Thig wag the Tirst printing
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done in New Hampshire north of Exetar.

. Hough's next venture was a weekly newspaper-"The Concord Herald and
rNeH.Intelligencer"~a title reduced later to 1te first three words.A copy
of ite second 1lssue,dated Jan.I3,I790,1is filed at the N.H.Hiétqrical So=-

cisty.Its four page sheet,fourteen by nine inches,1s printed in crude
type on untleached paper,blue-gray in color anc. coearse in texture.The
naws was gathered,according to editorisl announcement,"froﬂpapers from
most of the printers in the U.S.from which we will extract the proceed-
ingg of Congress and other matters of entertainment and instruction."
Foreign news in papers of that day was eleven weeks old from Lendon and
older astill when coming from th2 continent of furove .Reports from Con-
grsss were at least a month old.

In the 1gsué of Feb.I,I790,appears this advertisement:"Wanted by
George Hough as an Apprentice to ths Printing Business.A lad about I4 or
I5 years of agse ﬁho 18 active ingenious and faithful,and who has some
acauaintance with English grammar.“The lad who applied may héve fulfillec
tha othsr conditions but he was far from faithful,for,no later thath Hay®
we find a2 warning in the, Herald against trusting the"runaway aporentice’

In 1792 the postal rat¢s of the nsw natlon were made uniform and the
Herald of March 3I carried an advsrtiscmsnt from the Gemeral Post Offlce.
Philadelphia,for bidg for carrying the mail on tha following N.H.post
roadg:

"portsmouth by Exeter to Concord once weekly
Concord to Plymouth and Orford to Hanover  once in two wesaks
Concord by Plymouth and Orford to Hanover  once weskly A
Concord to Hanover by the new road once in two weeks.
In June of the same year,George Hough was appointed by the State to be

_ Concord's first postmaster.By that time he had purchased the Kimswman

*

tavern and his printing office was a little one gtory bullding with a

veakad roof next south of the tavern.Probably he kept the post office

in his shop. One token of Concord's firgt printer wmey be found in the

@ld=Building-of-the N.H.Historical Socisty-his compositor's stick.
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Svacimens of his work may be found in the Concord Room at the Publie
Library.

In I80I,Mr.Hough purchased a haif acere lot south of the new Union
(Bell)Schoolhouse,described as lying"on the east side of high street so-
call=d" (now éreen St.) It is unecertain how soon he built his"maension

houss" on this site,but in I8I7 he sold his property on the main street.
Our picture of ths Hough house ig from an old photegravh but 1t shows
modernization of the original bullding in the steep pltch roof,large
windews and ornate porch.With‘further'mddernizimg i1t served as a local
church for the Christian Scientists and was later torn down to make
wzy for the present church building of that soclety.

Sometimse aftsr IT798,Mr.Hough had moved his printing establishment

“-ip V. Main Sis N
Rhondx-Bleock and there,in a building ownsd by

ﬁo the site of prsesent
Abel Hutchins,he continued his printing and publishing wntil ‘his death
in/IBB0.0ne of.his,publications wasg "The Concord Observer"(I8I9),the
fifst religious ﬁewééaper in Neﬁ Hamepshire.Associated with ﬁr.ﬁough an d
in ths same building,was baniel Cooledgs,the bookbinder,lﬁto whose"won-
derful bow window the school boyﬁﬂmps were aecustomed to look to gaze
upon prints of Daniel Lambert and'Lord Timothy Dexter' in a three-corn=
ered hat,and hig little dog 'following in the footsteps of its iliustri-
oug predecessor.'"

Ih I828,Mr.Hough had a part in forming an association of‘local me=
chaniecs in which members of various trades:banded togethgr,and he "gerved
ag 1ts first president.This gentléman was‘reépected and beloved through-
out the town,for his‘integrity,ability and enterprise/to which he added
a sincere Christian faith.Asa McFafland,Jr. as a youth, knew Mr.Hough
well and deseribes him thus:"Mr.Hough was small in person,dsliberate in
motion and a géntleman by instinet.He could né more have been made to

psrform an unkind act than to run a foot race.l shall never forgst the

Gdeliberation and care with which,seated at our firseside,he prepared an
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apple for eating,nor the moderation with whieh he t0ld @ gtory.Col.Xent.
often'put the nub'upon and ratscd a laugh at the conclusion of the sto-
riss of Mr.dougiz,which,bwt for Col.Kert's geslstance,would have been
rather pointless.”

Bouton describés him as precise and methodical to such a point
that the saylng becams comnon-"Mr . .Hough sosms to put & comha alfter every

r?
atep he-takes?"

Hia habit of Irishisws was ths dslight of his frieands”
says the historiasn,"and he himsgelf seriously explalned 1t thua: T don' b

mow how in t-s world it happenecd,unless 1t 1s becauss I serve

o

6wy time'
(ag apprentlca) 'dith a geotchman.'" The classic of this trick of expres-
gion was the reply dr.dHough mads to a friend who ineguired for his wife's
haalth: "Wre.Hough got uvn down silclk,and she has been abad ever since ghe
got uvn."During a century of service in this community the Pirst Church
vroduced zmong 1lts young men,ninsteen ministors of the Gosvel.One of

Al

thsge wags George H.Hough,ohly child of th= ploneer printer.He sarved tha

Baptlst denominatlon as =2 mlsslonary in Tndia and geems to have besn the
f1irst person frow Concord Lo enter the fToreign mieasion fieldlﬁe sel up
tha firat printing press in Burma for ths famed nigsionary fdoniram Jud-
300 .

Gaorgs Hough soon had rivals in the newspapsr field in Conecord.In
the fall of I792 a small sheel cailed" The Mirrvour", fourteen by aight
inches,wag published"by Elijah Rassell,at hig office aear Hr.Hannaford' s
tavern.<« <Price five shillings per annum.Dne ghilling to be paié yearly
in money,on receiving the flrst paper of svery year,énd the remainder
in eountry produce,at tne market cash price any iime in the course of
the year."Mr.Russell had declded advantage over Mr.Hough in that he
eould write editorialas and th2 lattser could not."The mirrour" editorials
often providad tha gensatlon of the day in their frank comment upon men
and caseg local.

To ldeirtify the locatlon of tha offica of this newspapsr,one mugt
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first locate Hannaford's tavern.Benjamin Hannaford's firstvhohe in town
had been north of Stickney garrison,but about 1790 hawéurchasédnth@
large lot at the corner of present Chwrch St.,sxtsnding west to Stats St.
Since he was a joiner by trade,he probably built hie house at this locae-
tion and later he opened it ds & tavern.For many years it stood,a large
and roomy twe story bwilding with its front door in the middle and long
sheds and barng stretching back almost to Jtate St.Like many houses of
that day 1t seems nsver to have had a coat of paint.Ons who remembers
visiting there in her c¢hildhood,says the back doer gtill had its latch
string.It is recorded that the Proprietors sometimes held their meetings
at Hanhnaford's tavern.

Next south of the tavern was th% homestead of Capt.David Davis(bfiié&
extending south to present Franﬁiin St.and west to State St.Capt. Davis®s
sister Polly,had married Elijah Russell and a brother,Moses Bavis,was as-
gsociated with Russell in pwbliéhing"The ﬁirrqpr".Whac more natural than
that .the printing shop should be on ths Davis property? "The Mirrour'was
discontinued in IT99 and Rugsell movad to Hanover where he established
the"Gazette" .Im I801 we have evidence as to the locatiom of"fhe Mirrour"
printing shop when Capt.Davis sold a houselot off the northeast eorner
of his homesteadito Davié George,Jr.This lot was next south of the tavern
proverty and had a frontaga of twé rods and more on the main stneet,and
the deed specifies"with building called a.printing office thergon."Mr.
George built a house én his new lot-now the buildingvof#hs,League of
N.H.Arts & Craftes:.The ell of the housé 18 quite evidently of greater
age than the rest and during rzpairs it shewed avidence of having been
origihally one large room on its gscond floor.It still has a very large
chimney sultable for a firevlace adequate for heat,and many paned windowg
on its north’s;de.Mr.George,like any thrifty person of his generation,
utilized the old building in his new coﬂstruction.‘

In like manner,when Abel Hutchins rdgtired from management of the
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Phanlx Hotsl property in I832,hs moved a ghor buildim g to State St.
and remodelled i1t into his new residencsz at 19 ¥.3%ate St.It is quite
posaible that this shoo was the ons where Gaorgs Hough and Danlel Cool-
edge carrisd on thelr buéiﬂ@gallong @gtyru

In Decsmber I792,tns "Mirrour'anwounced”that o nunber of ﬁealthy
gentlemen of respoctability have 11 in coné%plati@n to erect a bridee

over the Merrimack near Mr.Rutters' ferry) but the projsct did not mate~

. 8
rialize at once.In January I705,ksq.Petsr Green headed 2 groun of cltlzen

who procured from the leglslature tlhe exclusiwve right to bulld the pro=
Dosed bridge,and the'Trovrietors of the €oncord Bridge "held their first
meating the following month at Butters's tavern,when one hundrad shares
of gtock were ilssued.By fall of that year,thse Tirst‘bridgeracross the
Merrimack within Concord limits,wag completed and opensd with greal re-
joicingoit was a doubkle track.woﬁdem atructure with plers and abutmente
of wood and its cost was $13%,000.It wag somewhat below the site of the
modern bridge 2t the end of Water St. which wag removed to make way for
the pregent bridgel nd a remnant of ong of itg original pilers was still
to ba seen recently.In common with all bridges bullt by private funds ai
tha time,Concord bridge wag a toll bhridge &ﬁd the drawing is a faithful
repragsentation of both bridge and toll house.An 0ld toll house-not the
original one-still stands ag plctured at the end of Water St.

On October 29,L79%5,Concord held a festal day to open the new bridgsa.
A procesgion formed to lead the way for the Tiret public cropsing of the
structure,with the building committee at its h@ad,fcllowed by ths treag=—
urer and clerlk of the egrpor&tion}aevelgrael Evang,who was the largest

weith

ghare halder,ﬁ@%ﬁ,MQ%%/t%e ministers of Boscawen and Canterbury followed
by the"Proprietors of the Bridge".The workingmen with the master workman
in -the lead had a plzce and lastly"the spectators in regular order."The

parade marched to Fife and drum playsd by Mej.William Duncan and Capt.

David Davis,and "after spending ths day in conviviality and airth,by vage
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sing the bridge &c "the occasion closed with a dinner at Stickney tavern
next north of the Town House. |
since I785 Lemuel Tucker had owned ths exclueive right to the amcient

ferry to Fast Silde,but ferrying days were hearly over and in January 1796
the suceess of Concord Bridge led citizens at the North End and from the
East Side, to plan the Fe&eral‘Brldge The group mset at the house of Ebsndzer
EAstman  in¥- Hodder (Bdst: Sﬁdeﬂaunch this project.Gapt.Benjamin Bmery was
chosen moderator and Stephen Ambrose,clerk,and the corporation was formed
to build the bridge at Tucker's ferry.It stood near the toll keeper's
house which 1s still on the north bank of the river west of the present
bridge(picture in Chapter XITI)Aithin feur yearg the Federal Bridge was
swept away by freshet and its successor guffered a like fate,se the third
bridgs was built on the site of the presemnt bridge.

Toll rates established for Federal Eri&ge picture the traffic of
the last years of the elghteenth century:
"For each foot passenger,one cent;for each herse eand rider,three cents;
for each horse and chaise,chair or sulky,or othgr riding carriage,drawn
by one horge only,tén cents;for each riding sleigh,drawn by one herse,
four cents,for each riding’sleiéh,drawn ﬁy more than ons horsge,six ¢ents
for each coach,chariot ,phaston,or othes four-wheeled terriage for pegsen-
gers,drawn by more, thsn one horse, tymmty cents;for each curriele,twelve
centg; for each cart or other carriage of burthen,drawn byntwofbeé%s ten
cents,and three cents for every additienal beari’ror each horss or meat
creature exclusivc of those rede om or in carriage,two cents for sheep
and swine,one half cent each;and to each team one persen shall bes allowed
as driver to pass freée of toll.

This record éf rates brings a vivid picture to the mind of the
type of travel to amd from East Conecord 1% the old days.In 1798 the Pro-
prietors made a speclal concession by which'"all persons going to or re-

turning from public worship on Sundeys,between the hours of nine o 'clock
in the morning, and fivse in the afternoon,were allowed to pass the bridge
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free from paying toll ."Perhaps there were those who mad= the toll an ox-
cuse for staying away from meeting.

In snite of poor roadg,tfa&e batween the towns nofth of Conecord and
the coast was steadlily increasing.ig early as I770,Salisbury,Claremont,
Lebanon, Plymouth and Hanover were prosperous,lively communities and
cartad their pgtash,pearlashwflay«aeed and other products to ports like
Haverhill and Newburyport in Magssachusgetts which were engaggd in foreign
and Vest Iﬁdieﬁ trade.Until I780 much of thig traffic passed througﬁ Cone
cord in slow ox~car{é;sinca.horseﬂﬁr&ww vehicles could scaree negotilate

+%
343

5 1ll-kept highways.®ven the mail wag carried by post riders on horse-
back until,in I792,a stage wagon undertook to run from Concord to Haver-
hill,Mass. vis Chester.The"Concord Herald" in January of tha%'year‘aéver—
tised that"it will put uvp in Concord at Mr.Robert Harris“s".The f‘ollowing
year a Havarhill staga'ran twice weakly to connsact with the stagé from
that town to BEosgton,but travel wag still slow and hazardoug.
Bag.Green,e@arliar guspect as a Tory,seems to have redeemsd himself
in the eyes of ths townspeople and was now active in public affairs.He
vromoted a turnpilve road to faciliatete travel between Concord and Port g«
mouth,which latter town thsen rivalled Boston in importance.hAs a result
the legislature in 1796 paséed tha neceggary act of incorvoration for
tha First N.d.Turnpiks,in order"that the communication between the sea-
epast and the interior parts of the $tate might be made wuch more easy;
cowvenien#and less expensive.'The turnpikz wag thirty-six millds long
from the new Federal bridge to the famoug half-mile lone bridge acrosgs
tne-Piscataqua river at Durham.Tha present highway to Durham follows
muchvof ths o0ld turnpike route and when it was widened gsome years ago,
anome of the origipal wilestornes were found and preperly reset.Shortly
after this turnpike was cpeﬁed 8 .Branch Twrnpik@Awas‘opened at a point
on the Plains, which may still be traceé toward the south-west to Concord

Fil
bridee.The Pirat N.H.Turaplke was a toll road and it served the state

well.
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New Hampshirels most significant political evert in all herhisﬁery
took place during these late years of the eightsenth cemtury,and Concord
was the scene.The Federql Constitution was adopted when New Hampshire
as the ninth state »fede ratification made that document the standard of
the nation,on June 2I,I788.During the preceding  summer,a group of states-
men whose like this land has never sihce known,had labored to produce a
form of government whleh might weld thirteen prwud and independent stabesl
into a United States of Ameriea.The need was most urgent:earlier effortS‘
at confederatlom\had proved 1mpotent and the new nation fac¢ed chacs finan=-
cisl,commereial and political .The task was most difficult for already
jealousy had devéloped among the states and a fear that any ¢émtral gov-—
crnment must inevitably nullify states'rights.Thousands of citizens fol=-.
lowed Sam Adama in his refusal to stand for any document which did not
contain a sPeclfic"Bill of Rights"as a guarantes agalnst official ﬁyr-
rany .

It was a hot summer when the eonvention 1aboreé for weeks in Phila-
delphis to draft this document.Wise old Ben Fragklln suffereﬁ physically
during those sessions/but he lent to them both philosephy and hymor as
differences of opinion arose.@G6orge Washington as §reshhggoffi@er,seldom
spoke im debate,but his awsters dignity and dispassionate jﬁstice héld
the delegates together during thosetrying weeks.In one of his rare utter-
ances,at a time when the outlook wag particulafly dark, he spoke & chal-
lenge prophetic of the final redwl¥ of the eowvention' '

"Iet us raise a standard to which the wise and honegst may rapair:zthe
event is in ths hand of God."
Wowld that this gemeration were both wise and henest enough to hold in-
violate the great document hegqueathed to us by thig convention.
Accerding to the prevision madée in the draft,nine of the thirtéen

states must ratify the Constitution before 1t eould become the fundamen-

tal law of the land.Ratification was slow and diffiecult and when New
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Hampshire called her conventlon at Exztcer on February 13,1788, the entire
nation waited and listened.Blght states hod ratified:Would New Hampshire
be the ninth? For ten dayg t&e delesgates debated apnd then,fearing lest
an immzdiate vote would bring rejlection,the delegates fTavorabls to adop-
tlon gucceaded in cavrrying a motion to adjourn to mset in Concord the
following June.The adjournsd sesgsion wag held in the historic Meeting-
houge and there the Constitutlon was ratified by a vote of fifty-seven
to fortv-seven.

Tha news from New Hampshire brought ralief and joy to all those
citizena of ths new nation who bullt their howe for ths future uvon
thie Federal Union.Iln the files of the N.H.Higtorical 3ocisty there isg
a copy of the'"N.H.Gazette",the only neswspaver then printed in our state.
nder date,Juns 26,1788,4t containg = full account of'tha calsbration of
ihlig event at Portgmouth and the srtiele is h=aded"The VNinth and Juffi-
cient Pillar Ra%jgd.“ The Salem,Mass. "Mercury"expressed ths satisfac-
of our sister stats upder the heading-

"The Ninth Pillar Up! Leug Deol®



