Chapter HIX.
Patriots and Tories.

During the months lmmediately preceding tﬁe outbresak of hostilities
in Massachusetts,Concord citizens seem to have been pursuing theif dally
round in peace and contentment.The town mzeting held in March of that
fateful year of I775,was concerned only with rowtine matters: such asg
road repairs,bounties on"Wolves,Crows and Ratti@j%akes for the ensulng
year" ,appropriation for schools and the annual slection of galectmen,
tything men,fence viewers,pound kespsr,constable stc.Thls psaceful gspir-~
1t was attributable,at least in part,to Concord’'s isolation from govern-
mental affalrs,since,in common with the other N;w Hampshire towns implié-
cated in the boundary dispute with Massachusgsetis,she had not beeh allowed
representation in the Provineial Assemdy.During the‘preceding year,Con-
cord had made another futile attempt to sscure this fundamental right
by wvoting to send,Esq.Qreen to Exeter for the purvose..

The Assembly held in that year of I774 had caused Gov.John Went-
worth vast concern by 1tg rebelllous spirit,in appointing a commlittse
of correswondence to kesev New Hampshire patriots in touch with those inv
troubled Missachussttes and other coloniss.Hoping to nip this gpirit of
rebellion\in the bud,the Governor dissolved the Assembly whereupon the
members immedlately resolved themselves into a voting body and defied
hig authoitity by issuing a circular letter to every town in the Province
asking that delegates be sent to a general congress to be held in Septer=
ber,i17T4,at Exeter.This gave Concord her firat oprortunity to have a
volce in Province affairs and her deiegate apoears to hava been her lead-
ing citizen,the Minister.According to town records the delegate attended
three sessions,for listed in town expenses 1s this item:"Rev'd Mr.Walker
for three journeys to Exeter to attend the Congressi§3v16 g."

Early in May I7T75,ths congress called for a counvention of Deputiee

elected by ths towns to serve for a minilmum period of gix months, " fully
empowerad and authorized to adopt and pursus such measures asg may be
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Judged expedient to pregsrve the rights of tﬂis and othar Colonlasg®.
Concord held a meeting in response and Tim®.Walker was slectad Beputy
for our tewn.He left for Hxeter at once and took hils seat in New Hamp~
shire's firet Provincial Congregs when it assembled on ay I7.The Min-
ister wag in his sevenlleth year and,although daeply concernsd for the
future of the colonies,it 1s probable that he felt that ha éould no longs
er divide his time between duties at home and at Exeter.Already pasaion
had breﬂ threat of violence In thig peaceful village and members of his
own beloved family were implicated.Well did this wise and godly man re-
allze the avvrehension and suffering in store for his parish.Hisg son,
Timothy,now in his late thirtles,was,by inheritance,edwcation and patri-
otic govirit,ably gqualified for the task at Exeter.So keenly dld the
youngerrmgn Pealizg the crisis that he closed his store at the North End
and from that day on till the close of the wawn,hse devoted himself to the
cause. of liberty. Y
The distraught Governor also realized ths inevitable and fought

mightily"to bring safety to my country and honor to my sovereign."In a
letter at the time he wrote:"Our hémisphere threatens a hurricane" and
"I have strove in valn almost to death,to prevent it."Gov.John Wentworth
truly loved New Hampshire and it was tragedy for him when,humiliated and
stripped of authority,he was forced to leave the Province in September
I775,never to return.At the time,the patriote in sesgion at Wxeter were
making provision for the raleing of two thousand troops whiech would in-
clude the twelve hundred volunteers who had hurried to Massachusetts
immediately after newg from Concord and Lexington.idr.Walker was appoint
ed on the committee of supplies'gor the new recruits and was also one
of two Deputles sgent to the Army in the late summer of'75 to make com-
pensation for losses suffered'by~ﬁ%w Hxmpshlire men at Bunksr H1ill.

When the second %rovincial Congress met 1n December I775,Mr.Walker

had a shars in the impoftant task of drawing up plans for a temporary
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government for our colony.Thls documsnt ,sald to bs the first constitue
tlion adopted by any 6f the Ameriéan colonieg aftar the ﬁar began,estaﬁ~
lish2d a Houss of Revresentatives which gshould elect a Council of twelve
membarsg with power to elect their own presicding officer.The first preagld-
ing officer go elected was Meshech Weare and he wag annually re-slected
during ﬁhe éntire war period.The term"Govarnor" was distasteful to the
patriots by'association‘and they feared the political power of such an
office;therefore their constltution made no provision for an execubtive
but placed authority for government during recess of the House,in ths
hands of a Committee of Safety.fresident Weare was avpointed the head
of thig Committee and so well dld he merit the confidencs of the people,
that he was also appointed judge of the Superior Court.Thus wag combined
in him the highest legislative,executive and judicial power granted un -
der tne new constitwtion and his gervice was invariebly wise and patri-
otic. |

Under auch leadership the milltia of Néw Humpshire was made ready
for the eonflict and thls task wag the sasiler because Gov.John Wentworth
had develoved the citizen:soldiery to a new point of efficlency during
his administration.The Continental Congress recommended tc each colony
that all able-bodied men between thé ages of slxtesn.and fifty should be
liabla to service,and this was the establlished policy 1in New Hampshire
whose colonlal militia consisted of twelve regiments.The IIth Reglment
wag made up of men in and around Concord and iis commandlng officer wag
Col.ThRomas Stickney who succeeded Chl.Andrew McMillan upon the latter's
removal to Conway.Qut of the personnel of these regiments,four reogiments
of Minute ¥Men were carefully enlistéd,each pledged to serve at a minute'’s
warning.Drill was held fortnightly.Tim?:Wéike% wag coumissioned colonel
of one of these regimentg-the Zrd-and at least one company of his regi-

nant wag made up of Concord men.
In @cgober of the year I775,Col.Walker was paymaster of the New
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Hampshire troops at Winter Hill,consisting of three regiments undar
Col.S@ark,Col.Poor and Col.Held in the command of Gen.John Sullivan.On
#an.6,I776,the N.H.House of Revresentatives held its firast sesslon under
the new congtitution and Col.Walker was chosen one on a commlttee of
threse to draft a Declaratién of Independsnce whilch,after unanimous adop=-
tion by the House on June I5 following,was duly forwarded to the Contie
nental Congress in Philadalphla*"solemnly pledging our faith and honor
that we wili on our partg support the measure with our lives and fortunesg

It wag about this time-early summer of I776-that Concord had con-
crete evidence that war had begun, indsed.An armed British schooner,the
George,was captured and the officers,five in numbser,were sent inland to
Concord upon giﬁing their"parole of honor to abide in the township of
Concord,or within six miles thereof,during the present war." Who'these
men were,where they lived,what was their ultimate fate-no one knows.

Col.Walker'é service as a patriot wag varied and extensive.He gcgrved
on the committee to devise a means for financing New Hampshire's part in
the war:he helped to secure signatures to the Association Test of IT76,
recommended by the Comtinental Congress asg a means of eliminating torie%.
and,due toc his persuasive influence,no Concord man withheld his signature
At the same time he was a member of the N.H.Commlittee of Safety and also
a member of the N.H.Council where he gerved with sweh patriots as Mee
gcech Weare,Dr.Josish Bartlett and NMicholas Gllman.Four times he was
chosen delegate to the Continental Congress,but it is not certaln how
much he was able to attend.Following the war,he wag delegate to the
convention which prdduced a permanent constitution for our state and
when the Republican(Demccraticﬁparty wags organized in New Hampshire in
1798, he was its first candidate for governor.Thse Federalists were sgtrong
1y in the majority so that Col.Walker was deféated.

In I777,Col.Walker was appointed a justice of the Court of Common

Pleas,an office which he held until I804 when he became Chlef Justice.
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For the restvof his life he was known as Judgs Wolter,in dlatinction

from others of hig namc.Court wag hsld alternately in Exster and in POrie
mouth and it was Judge Walker's custom 4o make the trip on horseback,eve..
in'hle later years.

Agide from hia patriotic gervice,Judge Walker:s great contribution
to his native town was his initiative during the I?8§ session of ths
N.H.House of Representatives in Exeter.Aware that much digsatisfaction
exigtad among the members because of poor lodging accomodatlons and the
excesslve charges in Exeter,he suggested adjournment to meet in Concord,
a central location,where he guaranteed good entertainment at reasonable
rates.lig motion carried and the House gathered in the town g0 long de-
splged and persecuted by the old Provincial government.This event opened
the way for Concord to become the capital of New Hampshire.

This first legislative session in Concord opaned March I3,1782 in
the newly improved leeting-house,but,"on account of the inclemsncy of
the weather,adjourne¢ to a bullding prepared for their recevtion." The
Meeting-house was unheated and Judge Walker could not risk a cold greet-
ing for the members:go he hastily fitted up a hall in the second story
»f the building formerly his store,heated it to comfort and invited the
legiglatorg there.Family tradition says that the president of the state
used the north parlor of Parson Walker's housge ,while the treasurer used
the room above for his office and the éouth sitting room was a general
comnittse room.About I85I this historic house where the first leglsla-
tive session in Concord was held,was moved to ths wegt sids of the main
street where it stands today as plictured,with a sultable tablet on its
wall.

Judge Walker's long Llife of eighty-five years was a blessing to
his town and the townsfolk accorded him respectful affsction.He was dems
ocratlic and friendly-always ready with help for all sorts and conditions

of men-and his long life was a continual growth in wisdom.Like hig fath-
er bafore him,he walked in godliness all hieg days.Ten of hig fourteen
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children grew to maturity and he rejoiced in them as they carried on the
traditions commlitted to them."On the Sth of May,I822,in the bosom of hig
family,he dled=~a virtuous and a happy old man *%<4% Pruly, ' The hoary head
is a crown of glory,if it be found in the way of righteousness.'" (Bouton

Lggpite all the agitation in Portsmouth and ?xeter which preceded
the exit of Gov.John Wentworth,Concord was little prepared for thgfﬁ?Zugﬂ
on an April eveﬁing in '7T5 by a messenger on horseback.There had been
fighting between the British regulars and the farmers of Middlesex County;
the regularg had been driven back to shelter in Bogton and patriots lay
dead in Lexingion and Concord.

Tradition gives us an intimate reactlon to this news:"Early next
morning a neighbor of the first Minister looked acrogs intervening fields
and observing 2 light in'his gtudy ;went at once to discuss with him the
tidings of the night before.As he passed to the door,he saw through the
curtainlegs windowg of hig gtudy, the gdod man. alone,striding back and
forth,evidently in peinful thought.is entered without knocking.The pasgtom
recognized him instantly,and as ingtantly remarked-'We must fight,Joln,
we must fightl'®(Farm of the First Minister,J.B.Walker!

Recsntiy an old document was found which shows that Rev.Timothy
Falker had long feared such Pupture with the mother country.Thls memocran-
dum, evidently in the script of the Minister's son,is now in the Concord
Room of the €ity Library and it reads as followg: "After the last cause
wag tried before the King & Councill"(i.e.settling the Bow @ontroversy)
"he had several conversations with Lord Mansfleld at his chambers relatiwve
to the affairs of America #**#% ,By the friendship of MreKilby an emlnent
merchant of Bogton regliding at the time in London he was Introduced to
geveral of the Ministry and so far penetrated their designs that on his
return he predicted the Revolution.In a convsrsation with the late Dr.
Chauncey relative to the peace Just concluded between Britain & France®

(1763)"and the rejoicing on that acct He observed that nothing but a war
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with England & a League with France would Bave Americsa."
Two days after the fight at Lexington and Concord," a apecilal

conventlion of delegates"was called to meet immedlately at Exeter.As the
news spread,delegates came in from even the mogt remote towns of the
Frovince go that,by the 25th,more thsn a humdred men with grim determina-
tlon in their souls,had gathered for the session.Concord's delsgate wag
her Minister and from then on hig heart wasg in the great struggle for
liberty.He encouraged and sometimes urged his parishoners to do their
part for the cause.The increaged burden upon his mind and spirié during
the war years undoubtedly contributed to the break in his remarkable
health and vigor.

In March I7T78,ths town considered it wise to hire some one to
preach in hig stead,but Mr.Walker’ingisted upon carrying on the entire
responsibility of his wide spread parish for the next few ysars.Two or
three weeks befﬁre'his death he set out on horsgeback to attend a funeral
at Iron Works but failed to arrive.Searchers found him lying wet and ex-
hansted beglde a brook where he had fallen as he dismounted to ford the
stream.?robably he had suffered a slight stroke,but he succeeded-althoug)
with dgfficulty-in riding home.Reluctantly he bowed to family persuasion:
and did not preach the following Sunday.Two webks later,on a Saturday,
he called to see hlg neighbor and <ousgin,lgaac Walker,who had long been
111.A8 the vislt closed,the two men prayed together and the Minister
sald farewell,closing with the.prophetlc words-"I dd not expect to see
you again."On the following morning,Sunday,Sept.i,I782,Concord’s fore-
mogt citizen,her Minister for fifty-two years,died suddenly as he was
dressing for his sacred dutles of the day.

It was given to this faithful patrioct %o live till the cause he
loved wasg crovned with victory.With all New England folk he had rejoiced
in the deliverance from Burgoyne's invasion when members of hig own par=

ish had played a gallant part in saving the colonles from swift and ut-
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ter defeat.When Capt.fenathan Bastiman ,returning fron Bennington with
first tidings of the 5attl@9r0da up to the dinlagter's door,Parson Walker
hastened to meet him calling out-"What news,friend Bastman,what newa?®"
Eagerly he listened to the story of that victory and then exclaimed,with
deop feeling,"Blessed be Godl The country is safe---1 can now die in p@aé;
But his God granted him five years more of 1life and the knowledge of the
final surrender at Yorktown which gealed the country's safety.

The neilghbor who vislted Parson Walker on that early morning in
April,'75,was John ?radley who inharited the Bradley plaes on the north
side of the highway now called Fanacook St.,then a part of the road to
Boscawen.Jolhmn Bradley was then in hig early thirties and ever since his
majority he had been active in civic affairs and trustsd for his abllity
and Integrity.He had married Richard Ayer's sister,Hannah,and the couple
had two 1littls sons,the first in theair family of nine children.John Brad=
ley replaced his gramdfatheres house with a roomy two story,gambrel-
roofed dwelling about 1769 which stood wunder its fine old elms msaitshown
in our plcture-until it was torn down because thers wers no more Bradleys
to live ip 1it.

In I775 John Bradley received a lisutenant's commission in the Con-
tinefy tal Army signed by Matthew Thornton,in behalf of New Hompshire's
Committee of Safaty.ﬁe served at Winter Hill in Capt.Benjamin Emery's
comvany .Followlng the war,ﬁr.Bradley gontinued the civic activitlies be-
gun in his esrly manhood and no local enterprige was complete without
his wise counsel.Again and again he gerved invthe Legislatufe and thus
became widely known throughout the state.He was the owner of large prop-
etles in ths Pigwacket country and three of his song ssttled there at
Fryebﬁrg,Mee

This good citizen was distinguished 1in aprearance~-tall and slender
but vossesged of unusual physical strength which served him well in tlme

of need,as indicated by this story.In partnership with Capt.Jonathan
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Bastman,he owned Sewall's Island in the Merriwmack river and on ths Ig-
land was a barn to which lMr.Bradley had occasion to go on an early spring
day.Upon entering he found himself confronted with a wild cat which

glunk béhind 2 pile of boards.Mr.Bradley had no gun but hs cornered the
beast,seized 1t by the scruff of the neck and choked 1t to deatho.

John Bradley was one of those few men in early Concord who,althau@ﬁ
deeply reverent in spirit and blameless in l1life,still heid back from
"owning the covenant".His mother was a woman of plety andtihe urbringing
and the influence of his grandparents had bred im him all the Chrigstian
virtues but,although he attended service at the ﬂeeting«houée conslstent-
ly and supported it liberally,some gitrange impulse kept him outside its
fellowship.Hls wife and their son,Moses Hazzen (b.I782,Dartmouth I1807)

and thelr grandson,Moses Hazzen,Jr.(b.I18%3)lagt of the Concerd Bradleys,
were all devoted members of First Church.Hon.John Bradley died in I8IS
and his youngest son,Richard,inhsrited the homsstead.

The first men from @oncord to serve in the Revolution were those
unknown nine,"belonging to Pennykook,or thereabout" who,without walting
for enlistment hurried away in the wake of men from Derryfield and Sun-
cook who marched to Cambridge lmmediately upon hearing the'news of Lex-
ington and Concord.The first men authorized to serve from Concord were
thiry-gix volunteers recrulted by the Minister's son—in-law,Lieut.Abi@l
Chandler.This company marched to Gambridgé very soon after the i9th of
April an@ rgmained two wesks.The company roster has been lost.

4%&%%&%1@1 Gnandler,schoolmaster and surveyor, and grandson of
Propristor John Chandler,was thirty years old when he bade goodbye to
his wife,Judith Walker,and their threz littls daughters and marched away
to war.He firet saw fighting at Bunker Hill in Capt.Joshua Abbot's comp-
any .Returning to Concord,h@ wag appointed to take the town census ordewed

throughout the colony in this ysar of IT75,by the Assembly at Exster.Ae-
cording to his repdrt,domcord's total population was: I1052pincluding
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490 women,I4 negro alavgs and'548 meles of whom 232 were oligible .in
age,for service.Although thlis cengus was taken following ths battle of
Bunker Hill and many men on short enlistment had vreturned home,still the
record shows that 46 Concord men were still in the army .

Ablel Chandler was in active service again in I776 under Capt,
Jogshua Abbot and this service was unto death.On July 12 he fell victim
to sﬁall pox,that terrible sdéourge of th@ army,and died at Crown Point,
Two wesks earliler his brother Peter died in gervice,pregumably also in

Capt.foshua Abbot's companyewf%féj7M&51ﬁJ;”fm7féﬂ Qeﬁlgft“kﬁ'ﬁ*QFF°

vei bl ran k 0}; Maior H Vo wide w mat i‘i'i’_g N?l.tkh?l”"‘b} );\::J "9—,5\'1 rf}ﬁ 5 l'lv, TT8,
Among Concorf patriots none had a more gallant record than Gordon

Hutching, the new storekeepsr.it was characterlistic of him that,immediate-
ly upon hearing the news ffom Concord and Lexington,he started post haste
for Exeter to get a commligsion and awthority to raise a company of vol-
unteersoThisAhe accomplished with speed his compan;ﬂ%eing recrulted for
six months of service.Ordered to maprch to Medford without delay,he antic-
ipated the home problems of hig men and pledged himself to supply each
family repregented,with a certaiﬁ quantity oflﬁrovisions from hig store,
on éredit.This was practical patriotism and,because of imminént depreci-
ation of currency,it meant serious financial loss to Gapt.ﬁutéhins.

When the captain bade farewell to his Dolly,their son,Levi,then:
not fifteen yearg old,bsgged to go with the company and forthwith marched
away with his sire,"filling the fife"for the new troops.Levl stayed wilth
his father at Medford until the eve of Bunker Hill,thrilled as only a
stout~-hearted lad couwld be,at the pfeparations for that daring -enterprisc
In his Autobiography,he says;"I desired to go with him into battle,but
he advised me to do othsrwisg.In coﬁpliance with his earnest requeat,l
retired to the hé’@&andﬁﬁgéédford,saw therefrom the burning of Charles»v

town and the desperate fight."Again he writes:"I served under my father
)

K Cah']f);an‘r IF;Q(U‘-S’\Q.J. ég);neri ,”L-.Fv:/ aj~ é'e,;w) -Jo/q n Sﬁ! i”l’\b, D‘]aore
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as Tifer from April to September following,when I enlisted in Capi.
Lewis' company in Col.Varnum's ragilment under Gen.lreene ." He continued
in this comvany for 2 year,at Brooklyn and Red Haok until after the re-
tré&t of Washington's army from Long Igland.Then hig father provided a
substitute for the lad.(So recorded in Fension Paper)

During that summer of I1775,Gordon Hutchins:s abilities as an offi-
cér ware recognized by promotion to ramk of Lieut.Colonel in Col.Nahum
Baldwin's regiment.He marched away through Connscticut éo join ®he Con-
tinental Army in ¥New York and Levl,the fifer,marched with him.luring
that march many of the soldlers fell 111l and there was no provigion for
such emergency in the hastily equipped army,so Col.dutching supplied
medicines at hig own expense.BEvehtually the money was refunded to him.
The following year,wiﬁh his regiment,he fought in the battle of White
Plains. -

Ié I777 Col.Hutching returned to his home in Concord and the town
folk promptly chose him as deputy to the General Agsembly at Exeter.Dur-
ing the segsion,naws of Bu?goyne's invagion of the Eaké Chanplain coun-
try and the fall of Fort Tieonderoga reached ixeter.Gen.John Stark,late-
ly resigned from the Army,was commigsioned to cemmané any volunteers
that Wew Hampshire could raigs,with orders to march in haste to the re-
lief of southern VYermont.John Langden of Portsmauth,phen Speaker of the
House,made his famous.pledge of his money,fifty hogsheads of rum,his
house and plate to finance the expedition.

In the midst of such excltement and enthusizsm,Col.Hutchinsg
jumped on his horse and rode all night in haste to Goncord.He arrived
to find the main street in Sabbath stillness,for all good folk wers ab
meeting.The Meeting-house windows were opem that mid-summer day and the
congregation was startled by the sound of galloping feet of a hard-rid-
den horse.This was most unseemly amoni & people who tolerated no travel

on éundayaMOre startling was the entrance of Col.Hutchins and folks held
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their breath as he strode down the middle sisle,interrupting the discourse
in high-handed fashlon.But Rev.Timothy Walker was a patriot prescher snd
he instantly gave way to the pairiot goldier.Col.Hutchins proclaimsd the
threatening newg and the urgent need for volunteers to follow the popular
hero,John Stark.The Minlster played his part in the strange gcene: "y
hearerg",said he,"€hose of you who are willihg to go,better leave at oncet
Traditlon says that every men in the feeting-house rose and left,while

the ¥inister calmly continued his germon to a congregation of anxious wom=
en and wids-eyed children.

Many enlisted at once and in a certain emall shop,the Sabbath qudet
was broken by the tap,tap of Samuei Thompgon' 8 hammer as he worked on into
the night ﬁaking shoes for‘men‘who otherwise could not march.About thirty
men left Concord immediately with Col .Hutching,but they arrived too lave
for that battle at Beﬁnington wnich reaulted in a victory which renewed
the hovpe and cauragé of the cbloniea.Less than a dozen Concord men had a
part in that brillliant vietory,but their contribution under their gallant
leader,Col.Thomas gtickney,is p%ﬁanently recorded on a bronze rellef map
which stands on th¢ famous battlefield.

Late that year of I777,Jolly Hutchins died.Col.Hutchins remained in
Concord for a year following and douﬁtless gought to revive his neglectod
gstora,but his wife's death,his business losses bécause of his service and
the depreciation of currency all combined to defeat his efforts.He sola
his proverty-house,stors,land and cow-to Robert Harris and the transaction
brought further loss bzcauge Harris scrupled not to take ail possible ad-
vantage under the law,as money depreciated in va;ua.

In IT79,with his son,Levi,Col.Hutchins fared forth on a new adven=
ture.Shipping on board the"Hector" ,a privateer out of Salem,lags.,they

headed for Penobscot bayoﬁevi acted ag doctor's mate.lying at anchor just

within the entrance to the bay,they"learned of matters relative to priva-

tesring not advantageous 1O us" ard eoon they behsld Engliish armed vesselg
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entering the bay." We sailed,pursued by the foe,un the river Lo ths pisce

where the city of Bangor 18 now Jocated,though at that time thsre wore
but few bulldings there;in 1772 the gsttlement contained but twelve fam=
ilieg.At Bangor we disembarked and blew up our vegssel.Then ;a egcapad 1o
the summit of an almost perbendicular hill,taking hold of bushes growing :
on lts sgide,to aid our ascent.After the performance of this feat,which
endéed our public service 1n the war,my father and I get out on aai§ng
Journey erd,efter enduring wmuch fatlgue,arrived at our home in @oncorgd’
Col.Hutching married,a sécond time,fucy Lund and another family of
five song and four daughters was bofn to him.After living in several
different towns of the state,the old patriot came back to Concord to
gpend hig last daye.Death came to him in a little house on High St.{now
Green St.)near its present intersection with Park St.At that time the
site of the State House and of our Government'ﬁuilding wag swampy land
That part of State St.was only recently opened and'there were few 1T any
other houses in the immediate vicinity.The 01d"Bell School“stood on the
slte of Parker Schoolhof today.Writing of his own sgchool days at that
period,Asa McFarland,Jr.tells of"this venerable man,a soldler of the
Revolution®who often passged the gchooih@usé on his way home."And when
we: were out at recess,and Col.Hutchins passed,leaning upon a staff,all
the pupils ranged themselves in a line and bowed or curtsgled to the
honored pilgrim."

The picture of Col.Hutchins is copled from a portralt which hangss
in the house built by his son,fibel,at I9 No;State 3t . he picture of the
hoﬁse,identified by Asa dcParland,dr. aa"the small habitation still
standing(IS??) but 1n‘enlarged forﬂ;in which the patriot lived,was tak-
en shortly before 1ts removal prior to erection of the building of the
N.H.Historical Socisty.It 1s probable that the ell wag the old structure

and perhaps,in that earlier time,it wasg cnly one story in helght with

its trellised doorway facing the south.
R oATh boed™ & o o], Biede s Seluey
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One who enters the 0ld Burying Cround cannot il to see Lhe mosph
showy of the c¢ld time gravestones.It is a large slab asupperted horizon-
tally upon four granite pillars.in large leiters it is Inscribed"Robert
Harris,ﬁerchanto“MQPe than a century has pagsed since this man,one of
floncord's wealthiest citizens,was laid here to be forgotten.in a quiet,
Incongpicuocus spot farther on in the cemetary,lis the modest stone which
marks é place hallowed by a Soldler of the American Revolution marker
and there each year in May,the grass ig green and flowers bloom and rev-
erent hands place a bright new flag over the grave of Gordon Hutching
. _ help?d_§2. ‘ .
whose gallant service/maks that flag a possibility.

It is not possible to ;ﬁms honor all of cur patriot dead in Concord
for gome of them lie in unmarked graves.Two guch are negro soldiers.Flop-
ence M®Cauley(M®Colley) was in service under Capt.Joshua Abbot in I776.
He was a free man at:the time and is remembered as devoted to Col.Andrew
uCiillan with whom he probably lived prior to the waryand whom he faithe
fully served after the war.The other was a mulatto glave,Salem Colby,
cwned by Lot-Colby at Eleven Lots.Mr.Colby had purchased him in I76I from
a woman in Billerica.

At the town meeting in March I776,a local committee of safety wa. g
chogen consisting of Philip Eastman,Col.Thomas Stickney,Col.limothy Walke
er,Jogeph Hall,dr. and Richard Harbut(Herbert).The first duty of this
éommittee wag to revort persong sugpected of being"in any ways inimical
to this country."Its first meeting was held at the home of the chairmati,
Phillip Bastman,over the river and in the room shown in our picture,the
committee organized for its service.This higtoric old lhouse wag,of courss,
the boyhood home of Jonathan Eagtman whe brought to Concord the first news
of the Bennington victory.Jonathan's older brother,Robert,inherited this
homestead when thelr father,Pnilip Eastmanpdied.ﬁoberﬁuEastmén dying with
out heirs,left 1t to his wife's nephew,feremish Pecker.Jeremlah Pecker

was a grandson of an original Proprietor,’ohn Packer,and a son of Maj.
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James Pecker of Haverhill,Mass.,who died at Valley Forge while serving

ag army surgeon with G@nQWashingtqnoJeremish Pecker's own grandgon,d .Eagte
man Pecker,well-known newspaper correspondent of his generation,was the
last of lils name and ithe last of the Bastman lihe to occupy this anclent
housge . ,

"Philip Eastman was"a man of great resolution and force",says Bouton,
and always played an active part in town affairs.fis uncomﬁromising hebit
of mind and speech led inevitably to opposition and it is said that he
and Col.Benjamin Rolfe were almost invariably at odds on local policies.
One day in I77I,Mr.Bastman rode into his dooryard,dlsmounted and greeted
his wife thus:"Well,fbiah,I have been to & meeting of the Proprietors to-
day,and have not had one word of dispute with Col.Rolfe."His good wife
expressed her surprise and gratification,whereupon he drily remarked:
"There was good reagon for 1t,fof he dled this morning."

Joseph Hall,Jr.(b.Ll737) .member of the first committee of gafetby,
was doubtless living at Eleven Lots with his father,Dea.Joseph Hall,since
the town rates list of I778 refers to them as"Joseph Hall & Son" ag if
thelr property were held 1n cémmon.With the exception of the Minigter's
family,they paid the highest rate 1n town.In later years,Jogseph Hall,Jr.
followed in his father's fooitsteps and served the church as deacon.

Richard gerbert's houge is et1ll standing as referred to in Chapter
XI.but'remp&elled outcof all recognitioneLieut.ﬁérbert wag one of the
gmall grbup of Concord men who took part in the battle at ;Benningteng
where he served in Capt.Ebenezer Webster' s company.After the battle he
wag a membar of the court-martial which tried two soldiers on charge of
stealing"two horgses and a quantity of other plunder."Eieut .Herbert was
long remembered In COncord for his"original and plthy éayings",and his
shrewd knowledge of human nature.On one occasion he had loaned a nelgh-
bor a sum of money and found difficulty in Sollecting the same.Finally

harles
‘he interviewed the man in the presence of Esq/Walker,the North End law-
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yer and urged in every possible way the payument,or at least,the renswal.
of the note.When this falled,Lieut.Herbert suddenly graaped.the man's
arm and said-"Come,go with me down fo the bank,and let Esq.8parhawk weié
you in his monay scales,to see 1f you are an honesgt man."The debtor
capitudsted and renewed the note.

Such was the calibre ofythe men chogen on Concord;s firgt commit-

tee of éafety.

Besides the company led by Capt.Gordon Hutching,two other companles
of men from Concord and vieinity shared in the battle at Bunker Hill.
Capt.doshua Abbot commanded one of these and Capt.daron Kinsman the oth-
er.In thig first actumal battle of the Revolution,it is a tribute to the
patriotiem of Concord men that every local field officer and every non-
commissioned officer of the former provincial militia,with one exception
took up arms and fought for liberty.The exception was the youthful and
handsome major,favorite of Gov.John Wentworth,Benjamin Thompson .le
shares with Robert Rogers the uné?iable distinétion of being Concord'sg
mogst noted tory. '

The town had locked sdmewhat askance at the young schoolmasterge
gudden risse to wealth and prominence,and ag he continued to ignore thé
trouble brewing throughout the eolonies,envy bred suspicilon.Bouton says
that public opinion wag further aggravated by the faet that the major
"gooke doubtfully of the Amsrilcan cause.”"In the summer of I774 two
strangers were employed by Benjamin Thompson on the Rolfe farm,but when
it was discovered'that they were desegters from British troops occupylng
Boston,he promptly returned them to @en.Gage with a plea for clemency.
Concord peopls resented this.

Loyalty to his patron,the royal governor,was natural:moreover,
therein sesmed to 1ie‘his hope for future advancement.Proud,highaspirité

and intensely ambitious,it was impossible for Benjamin Thompson to be

anything but resentful of the mob element which threatened to coerce hig,
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decisiong. Doubtless he had gome respact for the very dofinite views of
his father-in-law,the Winistsr,but every instinct turned him to the tory
view.He was very young:he was intellectually pracocioug,but he was not
yet wise.

In recent years the University of Michigan acquired manuscript pae-
perg once 1ln possegsion of“Gem-@age who,in the spring of I774,was ap=-
pointed royal governor of Mass&chmsetts.ﬁmong these papera 1g a letter
written by Benjamin Thompson to Gov.Jokhn Wentworth and dated in Concord
Dec.I13,17T4.1t raveals much of the local situétion during preceding
months.

Having sent his two deserter employes back 1o Boston,hs relates that
he kept with him in Concord,a goldier(in disguise) to apprehend other
possible deserters who might take refuge in the vicinlty.Iwo such having
been reported in Boscawen,the spy,William Bowdldge by name,was quietly
gent to selze thnem.The townsfolk found out about it and surrounded him
in gso threatening fashion that,but for the protsction afforded by"an old
Gentleman who very kindly took his part",he could scarcely have escaped
violence:The news of this episode produced"general digturbance and disg-
affection”in Concord so that Thompson helped Bowdidge to escape secretly
to Bogton.In splte of hig departure,"they still look'd upon me"writes
Thompson,"with great coolness and indifference,and repeated threats and
menaces were dally thrown out against me in thig and nelghboring towns'

Ten days 1atér alir .8tevens” (probably Merchant Jfohn Stevens)re-
turning from a trip to Boston, spread the news that he had seen Bowdidge
there"dress'd in a Soldier's habit" and had talked with him.The letter
continues:"This blew up the flame to thé highest pltch imaginable;and
evaery persons inventlon was Rack'd to find out a punighment equal to my
gupposad Crime."

On Pec.I2,the night before thls letter was written,about eight
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o'clock a megsenger 1lifted the knocker on the front door of the Rolfa
mawsion at Eleven Lots and presented a gummons to Bénjamin Thompeon 1o
appear immediatsly before the Committee of errespbndenca for Concord
and towng in its viwinity,asgembled at one of thes local taverns.Since
Hannah Qggood's was the tavern rendezvoung fof patriots,it is probable
that it was the meeting place and Thompson found it"fili'd & surroundea
with a great number of People from all quarters."Examined over a period
of saveral hours,he writes-"every argument and artifice was made use of
to make me confess myself Guilty of the crimes that are alleged against.
me(which in their opinion was at least equal to Murder)".All this failed.
to gecurs either a confesgion or any proofs adeguate to sustaln their |
sugpicions and the Committee finally"dismisged me for the time."
Enclosed with this letter wags a brief one addraegsed to Gen.fage
with the request that Gov.Wentworth forward it and thus,eventually,thils
correspondence came back to America and is now madle public.Gov.Wentworth
himgelf,was distraught with anxiety and waé only too Péady to warn Gage’
of ths temper of the peowle north of the Massachusetts boundary,as seb
forth in the Thompson letters.The fate of Thompgon if suspiclons could
be verified was certain:he would be declared"a Rebel to the State and
unwarthy the benefits of Civil Society":his nams would be posted throughe
out Massachusétts ag well as New H&mpéhir@,as proseribed.ﬁealiiiqg'th189
T@ompson begged Gen.Gage that the dssertsrs he had returned mlght be ﬁre»
ventsd from providing evidence to Concord men who were diligently seek-
ing such evidence.

Thegse letters imply that Thompson anxiously sought vindication
from charges which he felt to be entirely unjust and that hs had the
courage to await justice at the hands of the Commltte=2.He did not reckon
on the mob which,énraged by his temporary freedom,plotted violence.0f
this plot someons warned him jusﬁ'ih time and he fled in the cold winter

aight leaving home ,wife and a two months old babe,Sarah.fhera was nobth-
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ing alse for him to do in dscency.vo stay would only involve htlas wifs
and her family in unthinkable gorrow and difficulty,for all hone of
of unvrejudiced decision was gons.He took refugs in his old home in
Joburn only to meet averted looks and oven thrsatg.

Mra.Thompson followad her hwgband to Woburn but 1lfe undsr such
conditions was gcarcely tolerable and she finally raiturned to her own
homs and her own peovple.Shs never saw har husgband again.In May IT75,
Benjamin Thompsgon wrote a petition for a hearing before'the Magsachusett
Committee: of Safety,hoping still to disprove the charges against him,
but although influential patriot friends who =till believed in his loyal
ty indorsed his plea,hls pstition was denied.fradition says that he
3ought gervice befors tho Battle of Bunker Hill,only to be refused.

In the 1ate fall of 1775, Perjamin Thompson left Woburm for Hew=-
port whers ha boar@ed one of the British ships and sailed for England,
driven by his country's friends to ssrve his country's enemles®,as sug-
gest2d by Joseph B.Walker in a resume of ths 1lifs of Count Rumford.Neas
ths close of the Revolution,he was commisgsioned Bieut.@olonel in the
British army and cams to Mew York in commana of a regiment.gis sérvice
was Brief and uneventful.In I7T84 he was knighted and,as Sir Benjanln =
Thompson,he received permission of the British government to enter the
garvice of the Elector of Bavaria-a service which won him recognition
as a leading statessman of Europe.He turned to philanthropy and is sald
to have banished the beggary which had long besn the curge of Bavarila.
As rewerd for this service his patron offered him the title of "Count
of the Holy Homan Empire"and this exile from hls natlve land chose to
add "Rumford"in remembrance.fs was adored by the poor in Bavaria and
courted by the wealthy and a monument was eracted in hils honor in Munich
with this inscription-"Rumford,the Friend of Mankind."

In ths Concord Herald for Marcn 2I.1792,we road:

"Mr.Hough- . .
¥or insertinb the following you will oblige & Correspondent.
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Lately died in Concord,Newhanpshire,Lady Saran Thompson ,late consors

of Sir Benjamin Thompson,and eldest daughtsr ofAthe late ﬁev;?imuthy
Walker.She was poagessed of a noble and strong mind-hner libaral h&né

was ever open to the poor and needy;bsing possessed of é fortune guffis
clent,she never neglected to shew h@r benevolence to pvery ci&ss of the
human race.She 1eft a gon and a daughter-the former now at the Universi-
ty of Cambridgemthe latter an amlable young lady worthy the attention of
any Géntlemano

Tread lightly on her ashes,ye falr sex,for she was your kinswomane=
weed her grave clean ye females of Genilusgs for she was your aisgter.

¢.p."
Lady Sarah Thompson resis by ths gide of har first nusband,Col.Benjanin
Rolfe 1in the 01ld Burying ground.

Shortly after his wife's death;Benjamin Thompgon gent for hisg uane
known daughter Sarah and she made the tedious sailing %Pip to England
under the willing protection of Mr.and i#rs.John Jay.fpriving at length
in Munich,she was given every courtesy ag the daughter of a great and
much loved man It was in kMunlch that her portralt was paintad ag 1t is
reproduced here.The Elector gave her the title of Countess and half the
pensgion granted to the Count was made hsar inheriﬁauce.The portralt of
Count Rumford in these days of his highest famé,that of the Coungess
and others of their friends at Court,are in posssegsion of the Wblker
family.

Returning to London from Munich,Count Rumford devoted himself to
scientific research and established thereby a reputation second only %o
that of Benjamin Pranklin in that generation of Americansg.te solved the .
problem of Lond§n's gmoky chimneys by improved fireplace and chimney con
gtruetion.He dlscovered the principle of hsat as a mods of motion and
anpllied other discoveries concerning hsat,to stoves and cooking ranges.

He refused to patent his inventions,chcosing rather to make them a con-
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tribution to human comfort and convenimea.

In I799 Rumford founded the Royal Instltute im Albemarle 5t.London
and endowed Rumford scholarships thsre and at Harvard college.Rocogniz-
ing his well-desgerved fame in Burope,thers geems to have been little re-
gentment felt toward ths Count in Americagindeed,our govarnment invited
him to organize the U.S.Military Academy at West ?oint,but his responsi-
bilities abroad prevented his acceptance.ﬁe aid,nowegver,present to the
Acadsmy his entire collection of military drawings and models and he maae
genarous gifts to the Awmerican Academy of Arts and Sclences.Death came
to him while he was living in France in 1814.

The titled grand-daughter of Kev.limothy Walker-"Sarah Rumford"
ag ghe slgned herself-returned to this country now and then to visit her
kihsfolk.Her London home was a housa in thz subwrb of Brompton, inherited
from her father.The entire Rolfe property in Concord was the Inhsgritance
of har hdf~brother,?aul Rclfe;who,at his-decease,left the homestead to
the Countaesg.ln I845 ghe returned to make her. permanent home in the old
houge and there sghe lived a retired and frugal life with her young prote
gee,Emma Gannell(later Mrs.John Burgum) .In her will the Countess refers
to this English girl as'a young psrson witly me from infancey,borw in new
road,Chelsea,London,April 20,1826."

Acrosg Hall St. from the old Rolfe mansioﬁstands an o0ld barn
which originally stood on the Rolfe homestead.A nelghbor tells that her
mother used to recall the time when,as a gilrl,she saw the Countess paint-
ing the barn with her own hands.By such frugality she augmented her fore
tune and was akle to endow most gensrously the institution to which she
left the house where she was born-the Rolfe and Rumford Asylum for girls.

In September 1798 the selectmen of Concord received a message from
Couwntt Rumford by way of his old friend,Loammi Baldwin of Woburn.This was
to the effect that the Countegs wisghed to devote a gum of money to help,

after the fashlon of 2 philanthropic snterprise inltiated by the Coun§/
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in Munich,a group of twelve poor giris'in the Pown where she was born-

2 spot which will &ver be very dear to her and whoere she lg anzious to
be remembered with kindness and affection." In a reply dated Hov.1798,
the gelectmen of Concord,John 0dlin and Richard Ayer,replied respectful-
and cordlally %o the offer.There was no hint of resentment.The plan wag
not carried into affect,however,until after the death of the Countess
when,by the terms of her will,the Rolfe mansion and fifteem thiougand
dollarg.was available for the purposs.The Countzes died in I852 in the
room wasre she was born 1n ths troubled year of IT7T74.

More than a century ago therz wag a little girl in Concord named
Lucretia Morse Filsk who wondered what a countess looked like.She won-
dered if',1ike a ogueen,the Countess wore a golden crown and a gorgeoug
robe.Now this little girl's mother was a grand-dsughter of Pargon Wallkey
and,therefore,a cousin of the Céhntess of Rumford;so,one day she sald
to Luerestia-"My dear,would you like to call upon the Countess with me?"
Years aftsrward,Lucretia wrote out an account of that afternoon visit
at the Rolfe mansion,for her own little daughter.They stoocd on the
broad doorwstone,this'small Llucrstia and.her mother,and mother 1lifted
the brass knocker which fell with a heavy thud,?resently 1little Emma
Gsannell opened the door and,dropping a déep curtsy,invited them toc enter
the parlor.

"Pregently came in a little 0ld lady who greeted my mother cordial-
ly .Then my mother paid-'Countesgs,l have brought my 1ittle daughter to
gee you.'S0 this was the Countess.No coronet er plumed turban-no gilken
train-but a very plain lace cap,a gown good in material but of quaint
fashlon long passed,and a shawl about her shoulders just like anybody
else. fiy astonishment was so great that I forgot to make my fine curtsy,
and mugt have appeared rathsr stupid.After we were geated I stared at
her,which was certainly not polite,but she was engaged with my mother

and A&id not notice me.Though the Countess did not look ag I expscted
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she was unlike anyona I had gver geen.

Y The Countess was not really a very old lady,but I was very young
so that the years between us were mény,and I h=ad geen her portraliti,taken
when she was a young girl,but to me not unlike hsr now.Now that I had
time to look at her I saw a lady of falr complexion,her face thin and
gomewhat wrinkled;with sharp features and bright blue eyes.(1It gave her
a distingulsghed personality.)She talked with much anlmation and I soon
gsaw that she was not just like everybody else.l percelved an elegance
and refinement of manner which gave her an alr of distinction in spilte
of her ordinary dress,and I soon recovered from my flrst diéappointment
and began to think har charming.

Sek IR SRR AR A R A Nk
"mhen came the greatest surprige of all.The Countess sent Emma for a
1ittle box,from which,when she had opened 1t,she took a small Bwilss
watch attached to a gold chalin.Baid ghe:'I bought two ofAthese watcheg
when I was in S8witzerland and gave one %o your cousin Susan and now I
.glve the other to you.' " *

Capt.Benjamin Emery,one of Concord's prominent patriots,lived in
the houge which still stands at I25 No.State St. bui completealy rebuillt.
Our pilcture shows it as 1t was built about I769,the year when Capt.Emenf
sold his house down on the main street o Dr.Carrigain.The new house
stood in a lot of about fifteen acres which Emery purchased from his
uncle,Gol .Benjamin Rolfe.Originally this was the houselot and emendation
lot granted to Richard Uran.brg.Enery,tradition says,bpposed the location
of the new home because 1t was go far from civilization that she feared
the Indisns might attack them.fccording to the story,she gald she"had

rather watch hoESEhreé hours a day than go up into the woods to live."

#*Manuscript loaned by Mrs.A.T.Dudley,Exster.
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It was the zeal of Capt.Emery which seems to have l2d to further
tory baiting 1in Concord,particularly in the casa of"Werchant"John Stev
ens:at least,Stevens accused him of"getting a trap"for him by versuading
him to sell the forbldden merchandise of tea and pewter®on pretence that
he wanted them for one of his daughters who was about to be married."”
Stevens had signed the Assoclation Pest("John Steven") which pledged:

"We,the Subecribers,do hersby golemnly engage and pfomise that we wil.
to the utmost of our Power,at the Rigque pf our Lives and Fortunes,witn
Arms oppose the Hostlle Proceedings of the British Floets and Brmies
against the American Coloniss."

Just how the sugplcion started ig unkmown but at the town meeting
in I777,it was voted"to break off all dealings with Peter Green,isqg.,Mr.
John Stevens,Mf.Nathaniel Green and Dr.Philip Carrigain until they gilve
gatisfaction to the Parish for their past condﬁét;and that they be ad-
vertised in the Public Prints‘as Enemieg to the UInited States of America
unlesg sald Persons gilve said satisfaetion within thirty days from this
date."Eéch of these: woll-known and prominent citizehs had signed the
Test .The game suspicion which drove Benjamin Thompson from this town
and country was at wdrk again.

Other towns followed sult.An earlier town meeting in Hopkinton
had votedgkhat eur'representative Should Use his Enfluence that the twd
Greensg Should Be Put Down from thare office and that if any Person
Should go to Feter Green to get a Rit he Should Be Looked upon as an
Inemy to his Country."Such continued hysteria suggests the unreagonable-
ness of the early suspicions against Benjamin Thompson.

With regard to this latest outbreak,Bouton says:"Some of the zeal-
oug liberty men of the west part of the town meditated something a 1ittle
more personal'! (than the vote at town meeting) And so it was that as
Col.Wzlker mounted his horse one morning,he saw a group of West Parigh

men striding purposefully down by the Meeting-house. Following them
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quietly,he overtook his friend,John Bradley who felt some concern also.
The two men agreed that trouble was brewing and sura snough,when they

came in sight of Mother Oégmod’s tavern thay found an excited mob threatd

ening to pull down Esq.Peter Green's house.Apparently the attack had bew
gun for it is sald that the shutters of the house bore for years to come,
the marks of stonesg hurled by angry men.

Never wag Col.Walker's influence used to wiser ends
never was John Bradley's physical strengtih more needed than on that dap.

Between them,the two North End men induced the mob leaders to go into
the tavern to discuss their grievances and having accomplished that,they
entertained the whole crowd with bowl after bowl of punch until"all be-
ing by this time in better mood,Col.Walker made a brief speech which he
cloged by saying="Every man to hils tent,0 Israell" and all dispesrsed
peacefully.

Two of the suaspected tories must have made speedy and acczptable
explanation to the town fathers,for we hear no more ofiaharges againgt
them.But Esq.breen and John Stevens chose to be stiff«neckad in their
1ndignationawithAthe result that they were arrested 1in company with
and jalled.@reen'g common gense cams Lo hils rescue and he took the oath
of allegiénce and was released.He returnsd to Concord and resumed his
standing as a prominent and influential citizen.

John Stevens never yielded to the pressure brought against him in
Exater jall.He rprotestad his unfaliling loyalty but obstinately refused
to take O#th.As time went on he became a problem to the officials and
after a yemr's confinement,he wag released by special order of the N.He.
Agsenbly.At the close of the war,the town vcfed its censure of him null
and vold and,as a sort of compensation,hs wag made justice of the psace.
But he never forgave.He was especlally bitter against Capt.Emery and

challenged him to fight.The two men met at Mother Osgood'g,Stevens arrie«
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na

Ing first.le was a small,slender man and quick ag a cat,while the Gaptair
wag a heavy man and slow in movemsnt.When Steveng saw hisg enomy enter
the yard,he jumped on him without wafning and go violently that Cavt.
Emery fell.But,recovering his feet,the Captain eaplly overcame the smale
lar man and the by-gtanders interfered and atépped the fight.

This expsrience only added 4o John Stevens's bitherness of spirit
and that bitterness he cherished to 1ife g end.That'enﬂ came on Shrigt-
masg Day,I792 when John Stevens was in his forty-fifth year and,by his
express orders,his was ths strangest funeral sver held in Concord.On the
26th,Daniel Clark,the Millville potter,wrote thus in his diary:

"Esq' Stephens Dyed.28th.Buryed in a manner follows.Left in writing
wrote two years before hig Eeath,he would have no minister to attend,no
mournerg to follow hig biler,no people to attend the fgneral,his bearers
the four poorest men in town were paild IQS each and well feasted,buryea
by his own house on his own land and a great rock on his coffin."Bouton
varles the account by saying that some time before his death,Stevens
gaid to his wife:"Wife,i am a jugtice of the peace,and I wigh you to
make oath,before me,that when I am dead you will see that I am buried
between those two apple-treeg in the garden"-pointing thsm outthat no
cltizen of Concord shall follow me to the grave;-that no minister be
present;-that you will pay one crown aplece to the four men whe bear
out my body and bury it."His wife was reluctant,but he,defiant to the
lagt,would tolerate no friéndly offices even in death.In such fasghion
John Steveng was buried,with four laborers ag his bearers and only two
mournerg-both ﬁen of forelgn birth-accompanying the family to the grave
under the apple trees.iearﬁlater this grave was accldentally opened
and the bones wers re-intérred in a new grave somewhzsre in the rear of
pregent Chambsosrlain House-unknown and waremsmbered by this genefatione

John Stevens was educatad at the Univsrsity of Cambridge,England,

and he had travelled widely in Burope and America.bb was a man of parts
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and a brief obitwary in the localMirrour" gttribut=d to him the viriues
of'"an endearing congort", "affectionate father" ana®a firm and falthful
friend".vhat a plty that a man who had so much to contribute to the
villags life should have bzasn so smbiltierzd by needlegs psrgecution.

War breeds evil passions,however nobie the cause for which men
fight,and sugpicion leads insvitably te in}usticé and wviolence.ls it
gignificant that every one of ths men chargsd with toryism in our town-
including Robert Hbgers,the magnlficent Ranger,should have been an allen
outgide the Concord tradition:that every one,by his materlal success and
social atanding,should have been a ghining mark for envy and malice?

This was not the true Concord spirit:this was the product of evil.
vasgion bred by war and the one blot uport tha Revolutionary record of

/
our citizen#for patriotis@and devotion to the cause of liberty.



