Chapter XVIII.
Concord gtreet in I775s. and During the Revolution.

In recent chapters we have re viewed the development of farm neighbyrhoods
in the far corners of our township at the conclusion of the French and
Indian Wars.Returning,at the close of a ten year period, to Concord Street
we find it 8till a rural village with a number of substantial. farms,a
a goodly number of comfertable dwelling houses with ample space between,
two or three small stores,a tanyard,two blacksmith shops and thres or
four taverns.The totali population of Cencord in I775 was about a thousg~
snd persons but only about a third of the number lived on the Street-
some fifty to sixty families.The rest had moved to the farm nelghbor-
hoedg. A

The big Meeting-house dominated the north end of the Street,but
in an unfinished state since its porch and steeple awalted progpsrous
times.This Meeting-house and the ancient schoolhouse on the north side
of Tanyard brock were the only public buildings'in town.No bridge had
yet been bullt across the Merrimack but three ferries served the public
need for transportation.3laves,both black and Indian,were gommoniin the
hduseholds of the more prosperous folk and so continued until the adop-
tion of the State Constitution in I1783.

Hogs ran at large up and down the Street,but stray cattle were held
in a poun& at the north end of the Street,awalting claim by thseir owners.
Wolves were still so menacing throughout the town that a bounty of ten
shillings in IT70 was raised to twenty shillings the following year.
Crows were such a pest in the cornfields that a bounty of sixpence was
raised to ninepence per head and in one season,the Minister's son col-
lected a bounty for fifty-three head.

For the most paft people still rode horseback on their travels,
but éol#ﬁolfe had a chaiée ﬁurchased shortly before L7700 and the Minis~

tor sometimes rode in a "chalr”,a conveyance which had no top and

would sgeat only two persons.Theée were the first carriages in Concord.
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About IT775 Ephraim Fotter of Turtletowﬁ begén making wooden clockd which
found sale here and there along the Street so that townsfolk were no
longer dspendent upon Pargon Walker at the North End and Pea.Hall at
Eleven Lots when they wanted to know the exact time of day.

The Proprietors still m2intalned their organization and authority
and Col.Rolfe had continued hig long service as their clerk until his
death in ITT7I-a period of forty years.When he died €ol.Rolfe was the
waelthiest man in Concord and ths invantory of his estats shows twenty
thougsand dollars in money and such items as the following:A watch valued
at two pounds eight shillings,books'at two shillings eight pence,a tank-
ard,two cans,twelve spoons,a pair of sugar tongs,three looking glasses,
twenty chairs,three bedsteads,beds and furniture,fifty-two pewter plat-
ters,plates etc.,one saddle,one saddle bags,one side saddle,ons "shey",
three pistols.This list giveq an idea of the furnishings of ths most
comfartable typs off Concord home 1mmodiately preceding the Revolution.

Col.Rolfe's successor as clerk to the Proprietors was John Kimball
who lived next gouth of Parson Walker.His term of se{lce was brief for,
in I774,he was succeeded by the Minlster's son,Timothy,who signed his
name"Tim®: Yalker'in distinction from others of the same name.During his
terh as clerk thz last of the"common 1and" of ths township wasg apportlogi
and this pracdtically ended the resvonsibilities of the Proprietors of
Pennycook Piantation.Many of the original number had died and their holde
dings had pagsed to thelr heirs or had been sold to purchasers approved
by the organization.

As yet no court had besn held in Concord,nor would be for some
years to come.The first mentlon of local Peﬁresentation in the cﬁurt at
Exeter was the elsction of Concord jurors in 1772 Before that time Con-
cord's peace had been malntained and justlce upheld by Dr JLzra Carter(ﬁsf

physician and constable,and by the church which wielded a poweful 1nflu~
ence. 1n every household of the town.Earlier econtacts with.Exeter courts
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was prevented by the ban placed upon Rumferd by the Frovincial govern=
ment during the long years of thé Bow controversy.That ordeal came 4o

an end in IT74 and Tim® :Walker carried to the Génefal Court of Massachu-
getts,a petition for compewsation for the logs of land and for the ex-
pense incurred in defense of their rlghtsjby our c¢itizens.The petitiﬁn
asked for a grant of land on the Androscoggin river in Malne-then Massa--
chusetts territory-and this was cordially granted but the war prevented
immediate colonization.By IB800,pioneers from Concord had settled in sut-
ficlent numbers under the name ofyﬁew Pennycookeqso that the town was
incorporatedQ'as Rumford;,Me. There,mére than a hundred miles away from
the original Rumford,the'sons of our own piloneers bullt a town in the
wilderness,and ever gince that time,the familiar names of Abbot,@arter,
Eastman and Eiliott:“arnum,Kimball,Rolfe,¥irgin and Walker have been
known along the Androscoggine.

In I767 the royal Governor Benning Wentworth was succeeded by his
nephew,John Wentworth.The new governor was & man of great intelligence
ar.” fine character.Following e long visit in England,he returned to his
native land to take up his officlial dutles and met with cordial welcome,
because it was known that,at risk of personal unpopularity in England,he
had steadfastly opposed the Stamp Act.With such assurance of thelir new
governoris principles,New Hempshire was relatively free from the aglta-
tion wniéh prevaiied in other colonies-notably Massachusetts-just prior
to the Revolution. |

The new governor gerved his Province well,instituting various
projects which promoted 1its development.First among these enterprises
was the opening of Province roads which éonnected remote settlements
with New Hampshlre!s sea=-coast towns,thus making.the latter the natﬁral
outlet for country produce.Beneficial as his administration was,lt was
bound to promote enemies among those who had profitedi by the lax and

unprincipled methods of his predecessor and so it was that, in IT7I,
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a member of hisg council,Pbter Livius,brought charges of mal-administra-
tion against Gov.John Wentworth and pressed those chargss in London.In
the spring of IT73,the harrassed governor was expectiﬁg the decision
and hoping 1t would free him from unjust accusation. |

In recognitlion of thls sltuation,the townsveople of Concord voted
in April of that year to send to the governor'an Humble £ddress"commend=
ing "His Excellency's wise Administration".It was an expression of'good
will and Affection between Rulers and Ruled"and highly laudatofy of "Hig
Excellency s great care and Wisdom."It was signed by"Tim® Walker Jr.,Town”
Clerk"but tradition says that the writer of this"Hemble Address" was the
new gchoolmaster in town,Benjamin qumpson'of Woburn.

During the preceding year,this very handsome young man,then only
nineteer years old,had come to Concord to teach school.He had shown bril-
liance of mind during his owm brisf school days and brought to our town
new ideas and new methods.One of his innovations was the introduction of-
of physical exercise into the curriculum,but his great enthusiasm was
for scilsnce and he held his pupils_spéllbound with hisvéxperiments;BenJa-
min Tﬁompson was nearly six feet tall,erebt and finely proportioned,with
clear cut features of ?he Roman type,bright blus eyes and dark auburn
hair.Already, though but a youth,he wag a gtriking figure and‘é handsomer
mén never walked ouf main street.The accompanying portralt,attributed to
Gainsborough,and said tw» be the famous painter's one and only portrait
of an American,was made a few years latsr in Lendon.The original now
hangs in the Fogg Art Museum at Harvard college,by whose permission,it
18 here reproduced.

When young Thompson arrived in @oncord,Mrs.Sarah Walker Rolfe,
newly made widow of the town's richest citizen,was living in the new
mansion house built by Col Rolfe at Eleven Lots.It was quite the most
pretentiocug house in town and today the handsome hand-carved woodwork

preserved in ites hall and some of itg rooms,make 1% our finest relic of
colonial building.The oldtime picture of this lHouse shows it as it prob-
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ably looked in thz years just prior to the Revolution when Widow Rolfe
and her little son,Paul,lived there.Mrs.Reclfe was about fourteen years
the genior of the you?hful BenJamin,TQompson but that did not prevent a
courtship which mugt have been of ths whirlwind type,egince they were mar-
ried in the fall of IT72,not many months aftsr the schoolmaster first
appeared in Concord.

A marriage which brought wealth and the social standing of connec-
tion with the Minister's family,opened up opportunities whigch the bride-
groom wag not slow to grasp.Tradition'tells that before the wedding Benj-
amin dutifully took hig lady to Woburn to meet his mother,the couple ar-
riving in a carriage-doubtless the"shey" mentioned in the inventory of
Col.Rolfe's estate.Mrs.Thompeonfs eyes widened when sghe beheld such ele=-
gance,but the resplendent attire of her son was even more astonishing
and she is sald to have greeted him thus:" Why,Ben,my child‘¥bw could
you spend your whele winter's wages in this way?"

After the wedding the’Thompsons bought a curriele to replace the
"shey" and drove about in added style-sometimes with one horse and some-
times with a span.Doubtless it was in this equipage that the couple de-
scended upon Portsmouth where they met the governor and the fashionable
folk of the town and of nearby Exeter.The ex-schoolmaster's enthusiasm
in writing the"Humble Addresg"of ITT73 becomes understandable.Gov.John
Wentworth ms-said to have been mightily 1mpres§ed with handsome young
Thompson and especially so with hils appearance.on horseback.Favor came
speedily and the Concord officers of the IS5th Regiment of Militla were
stuplfied to learn that this untrained stripling had iheen made a Major.

The first of the Concord companies wag officered by Capt.Joshua
Abbot and Lisut.Jonathan Stickney and Ens.John Shute:the‘second company
wag under Capt.Abiél Chandler with Lieut.Ebenezer Virgin and Ens.Jonathar
Eastman.All these officers were men of the ploneer tradition 1@ Concord

and of more or less active experience in military affairs.When they and
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the men 1n thelr companies beheld the new Msjor in all his magnificence
af red coaﬁ"cﬁff'd lin'd and lapelé with sky-blue.Sky-blue waistcoat and
breeches,all trim'd with white.Black hat with silver hat-band,button ani
1oops,w1{but lace.\hite stockings, cockade,sash and white gorget.Sword
with gilver belt ,3nd silver shoulder knot"-it was a sight which filled
the Major's bride with delight but which just as surely stirred the reg-~
iment to fesentment and *jealousy.Then and there a root of bitterness
gprung up in Concord which bere evil fruit in days to come.

Ths tavefns of this period were an important element in the life
of Congord,sincegaside from their function as houses of entertainment for
trawvellers,they were the gathering blaces for the men‘of the town during
the months leading up to the war.The tavern which Widow Hannah Oggood
built on the site of the present First National Bank,was managed by her
youngest son,Richard Hazzen Ossood.Hannah,herself,mpened a third Osgood
tavern nexﬂ gouth of the Stiekney farm on the site of Exchange Blocke.
"She was",writes Joseph B.Walker,"a hostess of whose good sense,executive
ability and well-kept inn,the Concord inhabitants of her day had every
reagson to be proud.During the Revolution her houge was the general town
exchange.3he was patriotic in her very heart of hearts,and ingigted upon
sléﬁing the Covenant of I77é,intended for male signatures only.She was
known by everybody as implied by the significant name, *other Osgood'."

The tavern's bar room was in the cellar and there Mother Osgood
gerved her famous flip,favorite beverage of the bar's patrons.This is
the recipe as Bouton records it:"A mug was nearly filled with malt -beer,
gweetened with sugar;then a heated iron called a'loggerhead' was thrust

into 1t,which preduced « rapld foam.Instantly a quantity of the'ardent’

they coull besar it.” ACIOrILIE I0
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bullet moulds on the anight when newg arrvived of the battle of Punksr BL11.

Tradition also tells that PPincé%%allayranﬂgduring his exile from Frence
(179%3=95)and while travelling in America,was a guest at this tavern.

A letter in the Statesman of Feb.21,1845 claims that a slave market
wag once held in Hannah Oggood's tavern when Andrew Mciillan bought a'Hegre
Garl,named Dinah" for twenty pounds from Patrick Gault of Chester.Bouton
prints the recipt in full.(History of Coﬁcord;pegﬁg) ,

Richard Hazzen Osgood,commonly called Hazzen,wss still resident in
Concord in IT78 but hils career ag = tavernmer wasg interrupted when he went
into the war.He was a sergeant in Capt.Joshua Abbot's company at Bunker
Hil1l.In later years he jolned hisg brothers who had.migratedvto Conway and
lived there untlil his death in 1796,

Hannah Oggood sold her tavern property in I778 or earlier,to Capt.
faron Kinsman who was a patriot after her own heart gsince he had éommand
of a company in John Stark's regiment at Bupker Hill.She lived until I782-
long enough to rejoice at éhe surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown. Capt.
Kinsman came to Concord from Bow where he had been selectman in IT68 and
where he had bullt the first mille at Bow Milla.He seems 4o have built
himgelf & house on hig new pﬁopevty in Concord,soutﬁ of Hannah Oggood's
tavern and about opposlite Sehool St .After the war,during which he sgerved
1780-8I,in Col.Thomas Stickney's regiment,he kep{itavern Egebhiin-house
untll he married for his second wife,the widow of an army surgeon,Dr.John
¢rane of Hanover.He then moved to Hanover and in 1790, purchased from Ble=~
azer Wheelock the lot of land dpon which Rollins Shapel now‘standse@here
he built"e great Coamons hall."

There remainsg in Concord but ons small token of the Kinsman famlly-
a crude little gravestone in the 014 Burying Ground which bearsg the in-

geription:®galle Kinsman,daughter of Capt.haron and Mrs.Mary Kinsman,dled

Sept.18,1778,ae I7 mos."

Hannah Osgood's tavern was owned and occupled for a time by Pea,
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Jonathan Wilkins who gold 1t to Henry ¥arley 1in the elghteen twenties.
fhe bif square two-story old house wag moved back from the stréat and a
thiree=gtory addlition bullt in front of it for & businesg block known as
Williams Blockyonly to be destroyed in the great firs of I851.The Exchang:
Rlock now standing next south of Eagle Hotel,was erected on the site.The
Eingman taver%became the property of George Hough end later of Joseph

Low who built brick blocks on its site.

Bafore the Revolutionary War ended another tavern was opened at the
South End. In the angle made by the road leading from the malin gstreet to
the ferry was the home of Bamuel Butters,a favorable location for a tav-
ern.In IT75 the family consisted of Samuel,his wife,?ﬁbitha,and twe young
chiléren.In that year Samuel marched in Capt.Moulton's company of Minute
Men called out on the hexington Alarm,April 19,I775.He opened his home
as a tavern about I780 and continued as host untii I8I1 when his son,Time
othy,took over the management until.i8I4EButters tavern had a long and
reputable career.

Puring the war period,Concord had three physicians.The first of
these was Philip €arrigain(McCarrigain)who arrived in town in £768 soon
after the death of Dr.Ezra Carter.Born in 8lew York,the son of a physician
recently arrived from Engian&,he studied,as wag the cuétom,in a doctor's
offlee and when prepared,moved to Haverhill in Massachuaetts;There he
doubtless heard much of Concord for the contacts between the twe towns
were intimate.The professional opening in Concord attracted hlm and he
decided to locate here.Marrying a Canterbury girl,Elizabeth Clough,he
purchased for a home the Benjamin Emery house which still stands on the
cagt side of the mal~ Btreet at No.238«40 at the North End.The south
part of the butlding was the family home and Dr.Carrigain uged the north
part as hig apothzscary shop.

T@e gong,Philip,Jr.and Obadiah,were born in this house and ag soon
as they wers old enough thelr father set them to tending shop.lradition
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tells that the Doctor suspdcted that the lads sometimes held beack on the
cash recelpts,but he wag too wise to accusge them without proof:but one
morning he called them before him."Boys",said he,"in passing Horseshoe
pond last night,I heard volces saying-*Who 1g a rogue?Who is a rogue?’

One answered'Philip! Philipl' Another éaid”ObadiahﬁObadiah§°".ﬂis humorous
mimicry of bull frog and of“piping’small frog took“away th; sting of ree
proof and the boys took the hint.

Dr.Csrrigain wag a courtly gentleman and even the children who met
him were honored with a low bow and a g¢wéep of his coeked hat.As a surgeon
he wag noted throughout the countryside in a day when there were few and
very crude surglcal instruments,no anaesthetlcs and no antiseptics.fne of
hig famous cages was the successful amputation of an injured fingér with
a chigel and mallet:another,the amputation of a badly crushed lsg suffered
by Richard Potter in a logglng accident in Loudon.Saeveral dochbors were in
consultation on thisg case and all emcept Dr.Carrigain agreed that the in-
Jury was so severs that Potiter must die,hence amputation was useless.

Dr.Carrigain held his peace until his brother physiciang left and
then he set to work.He first eut away the flesh just below the knee and
then,wlth an ordinary gaw,began to eut ths bone.The saw proved toe:dull,
80 a nelghbor ran to fstch another from hls home a quarter of a mile away,
and after that trifling delay the amputation was completed.fercifully the
patient logt consciougness befofe the ordeal was over."In order to make
the skin heal over",reads the old account,"Dr.Carrigain ordered ¥ew Eng-
land rum to be heated and poured slowly on while the bone was picked and
broken with an awl."The patlent reeovered and lived to good o}d age and
being a right clev » man,he whittled himgelf a wooden leg with which he
could not only walk but run and evem wrestle.

One of Dr.Carrigain‘s vatients wags the famous'Ann‘Lee who geems
to have bsen seriously 111"dur1ng her unwelcome visit to Concord.In the

bitter controversies engendered by her migsionary work in town,a pamph-
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let was lssued inwhilch Dr.Carrigaln cited his profesglonal experience
with her.

In the summer of I775,Dr.Carrigain contracted small pox from one
of his out-of-town patients.tfe protected his own family by the crude vac-
cination practiced in that day and he,himself,recovered readily .But befor¢
the nature of the malady was recognlzed,young John West,fifteen year old
nelghbor directly across the main street,was infected and the disease
spread through the West family until six of the nine members of the houge-
hold were ill.Natheniel West,father of the family, died.

It was a Baturday night ln July when the fact of this epldemic
became known and so grsat was the alarm thit the men of Concord gpsnt
Sunday in building a pest house in the woods on Franklin Stshill’well
apart from the village.By nightfall the timber for a four room house had
besen felled and hewed and the frame raised;boards for a covering and
brick for a chimney had been hauled to the spot.It was a busy and noigy
Sabbath,entirely out of keeping with Puritan principles,but the emergoency

for a people
was ample justification{ﬁhase religioug geruples were properly balanced
wlth humanlty and good éamse.As goon as the hougs was completed,the Wests
probably moved in to be sagregated until all danger was past.As further
precaution,Dr.Carrigain’'s house was isolated by building fenc¢es across
the highway and detouring all travel over a temporary road ﬁhrough~the
fields east of thes main gtrset.

Nearest neighbors to the Carrigains seem to have been Richard Her-
bert on the south ,in the houge still standing on Ferry St.and Dr.Ebenezer
Harnden Goss ,ths gecond of local physiciang,who owned the lot where the
Rumford Arms gstancs today.in later years Dr.Cerrigain acquired this prop-
erty so that he owned all the land on the east side of the street from
the Merbert homestead norkh to the Kimball estate.

Dr.Gogs arrived in Concord a few years garlier amd had courted and

married the Minlster's daughter,iary Walker,in I768.The next year he pur-
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chagad the land for hig home place.Dr.Goss is described as a tall man
with "strongly marked features and of eccentric tempsr.'Hs took an ace

rart in town affairs and held public office as late as the year IT785.

At one time he was part owner of the millg at the Borough.Buring the
Revolution he gerved ag army sarggon under Gen.John 3tark,but his mili-
tary caresr wag brief because he could not submit to the necessary digeis
pline.N.H.pension papersg show that immediately afﬁef the April I775 fighi
at Lexington and Concord,Dr.Goss was with the N.H.troops organized by

Stark and that his appointment was asgs chief surgeon of the reglment.He
gerved untll Jan.I,I776 and was then re-commissioned in the same regi-

ment, serving until Sept.3,I776.

Following the war,Dr.Coss moved to Brunswick,Me. leaving a pleasant
evidence of hls resgldence at the flerth End,in a fine row of young elms
which he had planted in front of his home.For gemerations thegse trees
grew and spread their graceﬁul branchss ova; the main street.One survi-
vor lg left,its huge érunk rising near the norbhwest corner of Rumford
Armg-cne of the most ameient of Concord's fime o0ld elms.

The third of Concord's physicians resident at the time of the Rev=

olution was a man of delightful memory-Dr.Peter (Green,nstive of Lancag=
ter,fass. and graduate of Harvard college in 1766°Saddened by the death
of his young wife and their new-born ehild,Dr.Green left his practice

at Lancaster and came to Concord about IT772,entering upon a 6areer which
lasgted for more than half a century.le combined in unusualbdegree,th@

unselfish ideals of Chrigtian living with the skill of an ambitlous and.

practical student of the healing art.It was no uncommon thing for him

to wateh all night by his patient's bedside,that he might administer the
remedies himself and study their effect.in fact,Dr.Green often assumed

the duthes of nurse,espscially in cases where the Tamily was too poor
to employ nseded help.No gervice wias too menial for his gentle hand to

parform.During the years of poverty incident to the war,his skill and
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care were asg readily available to the poor ag to the well-to~do and he

wag greatly lovad for hlg charlty and devotion.dfloreover,in a day of ex~
travagant and hars@m@thoda of flghting diseage,he inslsted upon the gpar-
ing use of gimple Pemedieé:in other words,he wag a man of great good
senge and independence of thought.

After coming to Concord,Dr.Green married Ruth Ayer of Haverhill,a
sister of Mrs.John Kimball,and their home wag in a house which stood di-

rectly opposite our present Court Heuse.In that home thirteen children

were raised.The Doctor was aﬂhomorary‘mambar of the Magsachusetts Hedigal
Society and one of the original membsrs-psrhaps one of the founderg of

the N.H.Medlical Soclety whose 1éader wag Dr.Jogiah Bartlett -of Kingston,
famous as a patriot and as one of our state's signers of the Declaration
of Independence.At the outbreak of the war,Dr.@reen was appointsd a reg-
imental sergeon.

Following the custom of ths times,ths good Doctor made his profes=
sional rounds on horseback,carrying his medicines in saddlebags.lHe wag
a familiar and benevolent figure about the town until he wag elghty or
mors years old,and even at that age "he would place one foot in the stir-
rup and mount from the ground into the saddle with the agility of a
young man."When the days of hisg professional aetiyity were over,his life
was" peaceful and sersne' for he loved the ¥drd of God and spent the quiet
years in reverent study and meditation.

Dr.Green;like Dr.Gosg,planted elms for coming generations when,
shortly after the Revolution he employed Eph Colby,the wrestler,to set
out four young trees in front of his homestead.There they stood in beau-
ty, long years after the Doctor's death and long after his old home was
destroyed by fire in I846.A1l1l ars now gone,but until very recent years,
the huge and tall stump of the last surviver stood, shrouded in Virginia
creeper,near the sidewalk in front of No.I94 No.Main St.-the last téngé
ithle memory of a beloved physiclam of old Concord.
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Acrosg the mailn street from Dr.Green’s home stood tha Bnctant

gchoolhouse in a neighborhood made odorous by a tanyard on the site of
pregent Lyster Block.deremiah Abbot,youngest son of Capt.Nathanlel Abe
bot,seens to have been the proprietor at this time but in ITT8 hes sold
to "Richard Ares" .Richard was a brother of Mrs.Peter Green and had come

to Concord the year before when he was twenty years old,with hisg brids,

Susannah Sargent of Methuen.For the ensulng fifty years and more,Mr.
Ayer wag a domlnant figure In town affairs for,to a powerful physique,

he added public spilrit and a certaln sggressiveness which wag témpéred
with excellent judgment.

This tanyard investment of Richard Ayer's is thus described in the
deed:"0One half part of a tanyard on the main street leading through Coen-
cord.One half a bark house,Curryers shop,plts,tools etc."Four years latey
ne purchased"the easterly half part of the Tanyard in the main strest”,
including"beam house and water plt",the other half of the bark house and
"park gtone ,also”all the Pitts for leather on the easterly half part."
Years after~ﬁiqhard Ayer's day,the excavations for Lyster Block uncoverad
traces of the tanyard,deep down in the original brook bed many feet be-

low the present surfaca:of our Main St.
Por¥aix Spanish milled dollars® Mr.Ayer purchased additional land

farther up the brook and west of our present Courti House,and in 1785,

Col.Thomas Stickney sold him the water prlvilege on the brook on hlg own
property which lay north of present Court St%.Thls purchage was for the

purpose of"improving the same for a grist mill" .We do not know whether
the grist mill materialized,but 1t challenges the imagination to plcture

a brook with such possibilities,running scross this land and flowing

openly across Hain St.
In I779,Aaron Stevena sold to Richard Ayer the northeast corner

of his homestead place-a tract of land nine roads on the main street and

rine rods on the south gide of @entre road(Centre 8t.)Two years later
Ayer purchased ancther plece of land on the south side of this lot which

1ncreaged his frontage on the main street to fifteen rods;thus taking
practically all the land betweon gentre St.and the present Patriot Build-
ing.This became the Ayer homestead and it i1s probable that the famlly
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occupied thz old house of Aaron Stevens since Bouton's History lists

"a part of Capt.Richard Ayer's house-now(I8%6)the Union Hotel,oppogite
the Free bridge road" (Bridge $%.)as having been bullt prior to the meme
ory of Rlchard Herbert(b.I76I).The old Union Hotel was burned in ISB6I. and
thus disappearea one of the historic homes of Concord. |

We know little of the stores in Concord in I7T75 since thers were
nelther newgpapers nor dirdctories at that period.Andrsw MacMillan had
moved to Conway and left hig partner,John Stevens,in'possession of the
little store on the north corner of Mill road(Plsasant St)"Merchant Stev-
ens",as he was cemmonly known,came from Charlestown,Mass,and when he

brought his wife to town,1t is sald they rode about the village that she

might select thAs house of her fancy,or a site whereowm he might build a
home.3he chose the Farrington house which occupled the site of vpresent
Wonoiancet Club and her husband purehgsed it and the field which adjolned
the houselot on the weste

Jtevens enlarged the gstore on the main street by adding a sgecond
story whlch he filtted up for a public hall-the first in the town.There
in after yea¥sthe N.H.House of RepresentatlvesAsometimes met in leglslae-
tive session and according to Andrew McFarland,the new members were"shod"

at Hazzen Osgood’'s tavern across the highway.This ungeemly ceremony was
performed by a commlttee of experienced members of the House who walted
upon each new member and notified him of the time appointed for the"shoee

ing of new members." Everyone was on hand for the first assembling of the
House,but asg goon as prelimlinary business had been accomplished,a major-
ity carried a motion to adjourn and then all proceeded to the tavern
across the street.The orgy which followed left broken glass,"we know not

but broken heads" ,made whole at the expense of the unfortmnmte'new mems

berg.It 1s true that Cencord congsumed her full guota of strong drink in

that generation,but such rowdyism as"shoeing new members"was alien to
her citizenryeStevens's atore stood until replaced by the present Masone

ic¢ Block and for generations the name "Parliament Corner'clung to that
site. »
In I772 a rival storekeeper came to town from Harvard,Mags.in the

parson of Gordon Hutchins,bringing with him a wife,Dolly,and six chile
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dren.te purchaged a house and barn which stood on a half acre of lande

the slte of vresent Concord Theatre-and opened his store there.éhr,Hutchw
ins was then about forty years old,a man of unugual energy and tirelcas
indudtry.In his youth he had been an Indisn fighter ard had joined sn

expedition up the Eennebec river to Canada.When the news of "the nines
teenth of April '78" reached Concord,it was inevitable that Gordon

Hutching should stand forth ag a' leader in the struggle for Liberty.lo
man in Concord exceeded him in patriotiam.

In I779 Robert Harris purchased a housge on a half acre of land

next north of Ranger Rogers farm.Me was a man of gsubstance for he brought
to Concord a chalge.Moreover he had two attractive daughters,iehetabel
and Dolly,who made excellent marriages after they came to live in our

town.Being a shrewd"trader",Mr.Harris asccumulated wealth and hia family

introduced geﬁteel faghions hitherto unknown in Concord.
In"Rambles about Portsmouth" ,C.W.Brwester tells a story of a

young man from that town who Tigured in an amueing incident in Concord.

\

Edward St.Loe bivermore and his friend,aeremiah smith of Exeter(later
Chief Justice of the Superior Court of New Hampshire and an intimate of
Daniel Wehster's).made a trip to Concord to pay their adresses to the
two Harris gsisters.livermors invited Miss lehetabel to drive with him
and,at the appointed time,he appeared before the Harrig home in a hand-
gome chaige drawn by a spirited horse.But all this style had 1ts eme
barrassments for the horse refused to stand quletly and the driver
dared not trust him while he helped the young lady into the chaise.With
commendable jJjudgment he decided to continue driving until the spif@ts
of the animal became subdued,and so he whirled by the mystified young
woman in the doorway and tore away toward &he North End.

On ths return trip conditions were not improved and Miss Mehetabel

and her mother watched him drive by again.This performence was repsaied
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wmﬁzﬂa@ﬁ&hgg up and down the main gtreet untlil the horse was finally exe
heusted andlthen Livermore hurried into the Harrls house to make his ex-
cusese§eppaﬁyMrgaHarri@ gave him no chance to explain but,believing that
he hed deliberately trifled with her daughter's feelings,she gave him a
resounding box on. the earg.ividently it wag the heartless Jeremiah who
appraciated the joke and told the stéry abroad.tHe, hingels,was canny “end
i?etifed from hie sult,neld being willing to subject himself to such treats
ment ."But young Livermore's ardor was not dampened for he persevered andé
eventually married his Mehetabel.Their third child was Harriet Livermore,
baptized in the Meeting-houge in I788,and destined to be a famous,although
eccentric woman who itravelled In the Holy Land and wrote concerning her
experiences.

Although deserted by Jeremiah Smith,Miss Dolly Harrig did neot lack

for suitors and near the close of the war she married William Puncen who
had come to Concord %o open a.storeoﬁs the years went by he became a leade
ing merchant heresbouts and in the Concord Herald for Feb.I,I792 appears
this advertisement:

"Wm.Duncan has ju}%]received,by the l%ft vq]7%19 from London,and is
offering forJZ%le;a frgfh and general qffbrtment of Buropean goods,which

he 1s determined to Jell ag low as can be pufchgj%d at any;ftore in town."

Again on May I16,appears an advertigement of a long line of dry goods=

“Juf% imported in the;fhip.Maryo"
As he prospered,Willlsm Duncan acquired the gix acre property opposite

the Mill road where James Dsgobd*s 0ld tavern was g8till standing and there

in I80I,the estate ls described as including”s Mansion house", "a store,

~ . 14 ~ X . - .
tn—the-old tavern. Demcan sUmiansion was I{' Im H SUSE 11} 1‘3 f:ot rw rsS

Next south of this estate lived Thomas Wilson,saddler by trade,
who married Mary,daughter of good Pea.Hall at Eleven Lots.The saddlery

shop was probably on.th@.premises with thelr home.Mrs.Wilson died soon
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after the birth of a daughter in I7T72 and Nr.Wilson later married ﬁgaiﬁ

and established a new home acrose the highway on the south covngr of
Mill road(Pleagant St.)where we shall mention him in a later ghnapter.

Next gouth of the first Wilson home was the Robert Harrig house,

but immedlately at the cloge of the war Harrie sold to Ebenezer Dugtis
(Duston) ;& tanner,who already owned a small lot adjacent on the scuth.Bt

is Dustin who ls firsit mentioned as running a tanyard at the South End,
although 1t 18 possible that David Gage who owned a part of this proper-

ty prior to IT77,may have been a tanner also.The location favored this

business since a coplous brook crogsed the main gtreet at this point and
flowed through the lot on itg way to the river.Dustin made this his home
place and there stood his dwelling house,a barn and a small tannery on
the south gide of the brook.Next south was the large Ranger Rogers farm.
Ebenczer Dustin was progperous in those daye and in addition %o
hig tannery'business he evidently dealt in real estate.He was é@@aﬁimg
citizen and held many town offices including that of selectman iﬂ 1795,
He continued to live on this homestead until 1812 when he geems to have
fallen on evil days vawa the place,mortgaged to the Concord Bank,was fin-

a2lly so0ld to William Stickney,excepting only the tannery which Dustin had

gold to Sherburne Wiggin in I8II1.

Asron Kinsman,the tavern keeper,once owned a large part of‘thm
land on the south side of Mill road,between the main street and the"Coun-

try road(South St§Befcre the Revolutlon ended,a schoolmasgter of digtinc-
tlon served in our town,in the person of Henry Parkinson.0f Scotch-Irish

degcent ,Parkinson had graduated at Yrinceton college in I765 and during

the early vears of the war he served ag guarter-magter in the arny.Hig
home in Concord was on the gite of Optima Bullding on a lot which he pug-

chagsed from Capt.Kinsman.His latter days wers gpent in Canterbury where
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hig houge ls preserved.His grave lg in the o0ld cemetery at the Center

and his tombstone wlth its erudite Latin inscription writteﬁ by him for

- -

that purposge,lis a point of iwteregt in the town.
Near the east corner of Mill road and the"Country road",Capt.Kina-
i once ran “a potash® and on the weet corner was the home of Nathan Kins-
man, probably a brother of Aaron's.In I769 he had purchasged an acre of

land on this corner and doubtless bullt hig houge shortly after.His Wifgt
Morey,1lived but a brief time in the new home and later he married(1773)
Elizabeth Shattuck of Bow,the town from which both of the Kinsmans came
to Concord. Nathan served éuring the Revolutione.

Following the war this housge was purchagsed by Dudley Ladd,a
hatter from Haverhili,Masse,whn married Bethiah Hutching,daughter of Col
Gordenn Hutchins.The Ladds lived there for many years until they removed

to Pranklin to live with a son.Qur picture shows the 0ld Ladd housge asg
1t gtood on its origlnal site(45-47 Pleasant St.)and 1t seems probable

that 1t dates back to the time of Nathan Kinsman.It now stands at No.3d
Stone St.,minus the‘back gection which gave the original house its long
gslanting roof.Parson Walker's diary records frequent visits at the Har-
ris home and pome at GaptoKinsman’sgIt also noteg that on Aug.27,1780,
Nathan Kinsman and his wife were admitted to full communion in the churcl
Concord's first 1awyer,Esquire Petor Green,arrived in town in

1767 .Born in Worcester in I746,he studied law with Samuel Livermore,
King's Attorney for New Hampshire,during the period when the latter

lived in Lendonderry.Two of Livermore's sons,Arthur and Edward St.Loe

Livermore,practiced Yaw in Concord 1ln later years.When Eaq.3reen came
here,his father ,Nathanlel green,moved hig family tov Concord and it was
“here that FPeter Green's younger brother,Samuel,was born in I770-to be

a prominent lawyer in hig turn.
Esq.Green married Elizabeth Bulkeley and in 1772 he purchased
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the farm formerly owned by Dr.Ezra Caviter{lst) with its houass on the
Con Inafapito b

site of the N.H.Savings Bank@rive of the Green children wers born ah

this home, éinﬁ then,in the summer of 1783,“s§;eﬁ?;rged his holdings by‘

purchasing the entire farm of Aaron Stevens adjolning on ths north,exs

cepting only the corner on Centrs road which had been sold earlier to

Richard Ayer.The Green farm then comprised nearly a hundred acres with

a frontage on the main gtreet south to Daniel Gale's homestead(site of
Arvoro £Cs v T from pregent Green St.

gtate Capital bank) and west along M1ll road/to the viecinity of‘Pﬁe»A7f

Esg.Green was an able man and successful in hig profession.in his
prosparity he gave generously Lo town enterpriges and it ssems thai he
moved Into:aiouse én tha Aaron Stevensg -homestdad - -, for Bouton says his
ragidence stood near the northeast corner of the present State Houge loi.
The barn stdod somewhat to tue south of the house and in that barn wefe
keot hils chalse and horseg.

The contrast between our HMain street today and the main sireet.
of Revolutionary days 1s startling when we ithus reallze that between
Centre St.and Pleasant St.in that long ago,there were,on the west gid@,
only four dwellingsd,a smithy and a general gtore.On th@ east side of the
street between the Stickney house(site of present Elks Club) and Willlam
Duncan's estate opbosite Mill road,only the three tavernsg-Mother Oagood%
Kineman® gf;;;uﬁighapd Hazzen Oagood®s,with possibly two or three small
shops in their dooryards.Thsre ls no record of other bulldings at that
time in what is now the business gection of Concorde.

The well-to-do men of thig period,as indicated by the town rates
for 1778,were Dea.George Abbot & Sons,Benjamin Abbot & Sons,James and
Amos Abbot,Robert Ambrose,Lot Colby,Willlam Coffin & Son,Bzekiel Dimond
Philip Eastman,Capt.Benjamin Emery,Lieut.Richaréﬁﬁrbert9D@a,Joseph Hall
and ‘son,Ebenezer Hall,Robert Harrig,Capt.Ruben Kimball,Nathanlel Rolfe
2d,John Stevens,Col.Thomas Stickney,Lleut.Jonathan Sticlkney,Mrs.Sarah

Thommson(Rolfe estate} Timothy Walker,Esq.,Thomas Wilson.All these paid
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rateg of ten vounds or over.

Barly Revolutionary days found some change at the North lnd.
John Kimball had replaced his small house with a substantiai home asg
pictured herewlith.This hoﬁse gtood on the site whefe hlgs degcendents
8till live at N0.266 N.Main 8t.The ell of the house may very well be the
one owned and occupled by Lieut.John Webster many years before John Kime
bali came to Concord.The Kimball house now stands at I8 Church $t.Fol-
lowing the war,one of New Hampahire's most famous patriots;John fangdon ,
made thig his home when official business called him to ConcordgFlvé
tlmes elscted governor of the new gtats,during which time the Legilslature
frequently met in the nearby Meeting—house,Gov.Lan@don)found Dea .Jdohn
Kimball's hosvitality a welcome relief from the responsibilities of his
pogition.Tradltlon says that he feasted in this house on his favorite
dish of baked pumpkin and milk.

‘Family'tradition algo tells that in later years,young Daniel Webe
ster came to this home woolng Sarah(b.I779) the youngest daughter of the
Deacon,but Sarah was an ardent advocate of the temperance movement and
could not accept the attentions of a man so "addicted to his cups" .That
a romance existed,neverthelegs,is indicated by the story that,long years
after when Daniel Wehster's death Qas referred to on a Sunday in the
Meeting-house,Miseg Sarah who had nevsrp mérriad,dropped her head to hide
her tearg.

Sarah;s youngest brother,Samuel Ayer Kimball,graduated from Bart-
mouth college and practiced law for a time in Dover,but returned to Con-
cord and succeeded hig father on the homestead.le played his parit as a
good citizen in town and state-but his most lastlvng memorial is the row
of elms which he set out in IB8I9 on the west side of the street opposive
his home.He must have been a lover of trees for,during his term as high-
way surveyor in I83I,he set Put the willows which bordered Horseshoe

pond with beauty until neglect has all but wrecked them.Tress seem to
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have been a fémily interest for an older brother,fdazen Kimball,set ocul
the =2lmg and the magnificent gycamore dirsctly in front of the homestasd.
Hazen Kimball(b.I767) went south and becams a prosperous me?éhamt in Sa-
vannah,&8 .

During the Revolution,Vea.Kimball's cousin,3tephen Kimball,movea
to Concord from Haverhill and opened a shoem&ker's shop next south of
the Kimball house.His own home wag a little ongstory housge which steood
en the south side of West brook near ths siteof No.202 N.Main St.Later
he bulilt & more pretentlous house which,undsr new ownership,had historic.
aggociationeg in futume yearsg.

Another newcomer to the NWorth End was David George,born in Haver-
nill in 1745.800n after he arrived in Concord he married Dorothy Abbot,
one of Capt.Nathaniel's daughtefs/andmﬁﬁeivmhemaﬂw&swﬂexmwseuthafwthe
Burying-ground on-the-nortl cornsr of-N8tate-and Church StesIn-that-
h@mengheir gon,David,Jr.was born in I767.and-thsre-he-Iived-—for many
years—to-come .David Gaorge was a"Taylor'and continued his trade through
the war years and'afterein 1791 he advartised'his price for making a
genteel sult of super-fine broadcloth is three dollars;for making a sult
of ooérge cloth,tﬁo dollarg." (Concord Herald & N.H.Int2lligencer,March
31,179I) In I782 he purchaged the Dr.Ebenezer H.Goss place on the slte
of Rumford Arms and his activities there will be told in a later chaptern

A travsller through Concord during the Revolutionary period would
have noted thé large flockg which grazed her hill pastures,for sheep
ralsing was very general,simce very little wool was imported.From IT70
on,sheep marks were reglstered and the Town Recordsg list some of them
of which these are samples:

Daniel Chandler's-"A Swallows Tail in each Ear"

John Bradley' s®A Crofs and a S1it in each Ear "

Rev.Timothy Walker's-"A Swallows Tail in the off Bar and a

nalf Penny the under side of the near Ear'

During all the vears of the war,Concord's first concern was her
own part in the conflict,and that part she performed well and gallantly..
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It meant fiﬁaﬂaial ag well ag moral stregs and strain,snd thare wag Libw
tle money and less cntlusiasm £0r the ordinary enterprises of peace tims.
Schoolyg suffered especially and 1t 1g doubtful if they were m&intﬂiﬁ@@
with any regularity at town expense.f& certain amount of schoolling was
carried on through private effort,for,in the warrant for the ‘ftown meeting
in I781,we find?&o gee 1T the town will excuss those persons who have
kept constant schools in town from vaying taxes for thse current year."No
action 1s recorded,probably because the town was too pressed fdP funds

to remit any taxss even though the request was reagsonabbe.There wag prose
ging need for a new gchoolhouse,but the meeting voted it down.

There was one obligation,however,which Concord clitlzens consid-
wredlto be of paramount imporiance evenr in the lean years of war- and
that was the sultable completion of their Meeting-house. Only ag a mat-
ter of faith can such courage be explained.In I779 the parish offeredito
give up the pew ground %0 any number of persons who will finlsh the Meets
ing-house and add & perch and thé value of another porch";and the parish
agreed"to be at the expense of bullding a steevle."By the summer of 17862
such an arrangement wag made and the Proprietors of the Meeting-house
sold their rights in the bulldimg and land Yo the pariéh for'Ten pounds,
Lawful money"and construction began.The steeple-a feature of especial
pride-~ wag built by Ephraim Potter of Turtletown who,with his customary
ingenulty,contrived to frame and finish it imeide. the newly built porch
and then raige it into pogition with the aid of bloek and tackle.In 1783
all was complete and»tue Mgeting~housge stood suitable in all points for
the worship of God.3ince this was still ths only public building of any
gize in town,it was uced for variousg gatherings of the peoprle,and egpe-~
clally for sessions of the State legislature during the years before the
gtate House was bullte.

The accompanying plcture ig.a reproductlion-of one of the earlisst

vhotographs of the Meeting-house and shows it with the circular addition
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which,in later years,was bullt on the south sids 0f the sdiflce.In

1783 the Mseting-~house was still rectangular in shape with a porch and
steeple ag plctured,on the east gide and a gecond poreh on ithe west side
facing the Burying-ground.fhere wasg a third entrance on the south side.
The pulpit was on the north.wall and it stood twelve feet high with a
large sounding board overhead and backed by a large window.The aisles
extended from the gouth doo®r toward ihe pulplt and there were cross
alsleg from east to west.There were also side aisles which separated
the wall pews from thoge in the body of the house.Thls arrangement wag
a part of the general improvements made in 1783,

Provision was made for an'0ld HMen's seat on a platform aboutb two
feet high at the basgse of the pulpit and in front of thig,but at a lower
lavel ,was the geat for the deacons.The communion table was a clreular
board hinged to the front of the deacons' seat.The accompanying picture
gives a falrly accurate ldea of the pulpit arrangement except that it
failg to gshow the "01d Men's seat". A part of the pulpit and thekommun~
ion tabls uged priocr to I7Bj/were treasured by Flrst Church after the
Meeting-house wasg abandoned many years later,but they were finally re-
moved from the chapel audltorium and stored in a somewhat inaccessible
place where they were easy prey to the flames which destroyed the church
in 19%35.A picture in this group shows the horse-block which stood}in
front of the o0ld ieeting-houge.

As indicated in the pulpit.picture,the gtairs were on the west
side/and'under those stairs was a roomy closat where ithe Minister may
have hung hls gown between services and where the communion gervice
was probably kept.The pews were'square enclogures with hinged seats to
be raised when the congregation stood during the"long prayer".Pews were
gold at “"public vendue"and thelr ownerg are listed in the Town Records.

It is not uncommon to find in old deeds the recorded sale of a pew which
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was trengfevrred as a place of roal asgtere nlgbht be.

Near the middle of the Meeting-house,five seats were ressrved at
sach side For pergons who did not own pews-the men sltting in tho west

aide vews and the women in the east.in the gallery(also naw consbructior

by
)

the paws wera slevated back to the walls and on the south side,opposite

£
i

thﬁbulpit was a large sguare pew for the singsrs,wlith a circular table
fof their books of music.instramental muglc wag not to be tolerated un-
t11 a later generation and so,whan the singers rose 1o psrform their |
part in ths service,they stood facing each other in a hollow square and
the choristzr used a plteh pipe to glve the key.Hymns were“lined out"
two lines at & time.bagt of all,the slaves had their own gallery slip
near the tower on the eagt side of the building. i

It was characteriatic of the God-fearing folk of Concord that they
began their house of worship in the days of thelr civic humiliation
when the very existence of the town was threatened and no man knew when
hig lands might be confiscated by an ungerupulous provincial government .
Now,a genaration 1ater,when war had sapped thelr man power and high taxet
nad brought them to hardship and a measure of poverty,these sorely tried
people had,by felith,completed thelr Meating-house.No wonder that they
valued it:no wonder that it was a gource of ﬁha%%ul pride:nc wonder that
they fillad 1t each Sunday in the apirit of pralge and w@rshipe

Tn due time the steeple which liftad its slender spirve toward

the heaven,was topved by a shining cock wrought in braﬁ%probably by the
deft hand of Ephraim Potter.fvery man,womsn and child kunew the gignifi-
cance of that bright symbol-unstable,"carried about with every wind".
They loeked upon 1t and remembered Peter,and it wasg the sign of humility
which crowned thelr pride-a reminder that,except for continual wabtehling

and prayer,they,too,might deny thelr Lord.



