Chapter XII.
Farms Along the Village Street.
OQur main street had no formal name for more than a century after
Concord was first settled.In ancient deeds we find various namee applled
to 1t-"the highway from the ferry(i.e.at the South End) to the Meeting-
house"or,sometimes,"the Great Highway through Rumford".After the tow®n
was incorporated as Concord,the people on the outlylng farms began to
call the highway"the Street" or Concord Street" and that name came to be
used to designate the village as a whole.Within the memory of some now
living,oldtime residents at the South End talked og&oingﬁqrstreet" and
North End folk always shopped "down-street":undoubtedly this was a sur-
vival of the 0ld"Concord Street."Following the Revolution local deeds
refer to "the main street" and when,in 1834, our town streets were given
formal names,by common consent our oldest thoroughfare became Main St.
) Until the Revolution was well under way,Main St.was"only a rural high
with houses far apart and plenty of land for the agricultural pursuits

of the inhabitants," according to Asa McFarland,Jr.(I1873)who commented
that Hopkinton then had a larger population than Concord and that Cantere
bury closely approached our town in population.As to the homés of ‘this
late colonial period in Concord,he thus described the principles of

thelr construction:"In building a house the owner ordered a frame of cer-
taln size-and when roofed over,and the floor laid,the carpenter marked
off the rooms to sult the expected occupant.Windows of even the more fre=-
guented stores were small-glass being usually seven by nine inches to the
light."

Every man on the street was a farmer,although he might followta

trade on the slde.All the villagers owned fieldﬁ%ear their dwellings.The
Minister owned home lots in the rear of his three house lots,but eventu-

ally his farm included additional fields on Horseshoe Island which his

descendents stlll controleQther farms
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were a like combination of several original house lots and home lota,
with additional land bought up as opportunity provided.Such a farm was
that of Cgpt.Nathaniel Abbot(Jr.) whose log house in I73I atood near
the site of today's First Congregational Church.Within three years of
that date hk acquired twenty acres directly west of hls house lot and
thereaféer increased his holdings until his land extended along the
highway northerly to Franklin St.and west to the vicinity of White's
Park.

In the early days the Proprietors held thelr buslness meetings
in the log Meeting-house except on such occaslons of winter cold as
might persuade them to gather in some warm and friendly home.On Aprll&@
I739,the formal notice of such a meeting signed by Benjamin Rolfe,clerk,
was"Set upcat the Door of the Dwelling House of Nathaniel Abbot,Inholder
in said Rumford." Since the Abbot famlly then included seven children
and the house was licensed as an inn,1it must have been enlarged from
the priginal cabin,or,possibly it was a new frame house.While the Os-
goods are usually credited with opening th; first tavern in town,this
is the first mention found of any local man as"inholder".

With the exception of Capt.Ebenezer Eastman,no layman in our pior.
neer hilstory was more prominent than Ngthanlel Abbot-"honest,respected
and beloved,and resolute in protecting the town and defending the rightd
o?his country." # At the beginning of the French wars he entered service
in I744 and was present at the fall of Loulsburg and took part in the
bloody flghting on our northern frontler where,in common with many
others,"he suffered almost incredible hardships."In I746 he éomm&nded
a company ralsed to defend hils own town against Indien attack and in
I755 he Joined the expedition against Crown Pwint.Two years later when
past slxty years of age,he was at the Fort William massacre,holding
commission as lleutenant in Rogers Rangers. 3uch service as he approacheﬁ

# Abbot Genealoglcal Reglster.
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0ld age was possible because of a fine phgsique kept vigoroua by a life

of sobriety and self=-discipline.He was always a man of strength,courag@
and resourcefulness.as is indlcated by an experience during his earlier
years.On a winter hunting trip he chased a deer across the ice on Lgng
pond until he broke through and plunged into the freezing water.By stick
ing his hatchet into the crumbling ice he was finally able to haul him=
gelf to shore.

Capt.Abbot's frame house now stands at I2 Washington St.where it
was moved to make way for the First Congregational Church at the time
the" 01d North" Meeting-house was given up.When the Abbot house was re-
built a brigk in the chimney was found to have the date"I756".

In I769,the year befeore his death,Capt.Abbot made his will.There
had been no break in his famlly of three sons and nine daughters and
each 19 remembered with a bequest.The daughters were maprled with homes
of theilr own and to each he gave some of his household furniture.The
oldest son,Nathaniel 3rd,had ploneered at Iron Works some years before,,
Jeremiah, the ybungest sbn,was part owner in the tanyafd near Montgomery
S5t.

During the Revolutlon,Jeremiah made a good record in service and
later he married one of the Stickney girls.They joined the pioneers in
Conway.There they '"kept a house of entertainment where the few travele
ers who visited that part of the country found a home." In that frone-
tier land,"suffering many hardships through ravages of frosé’and floog"
they were uniformly "industrious and energetic,beloved and respected by
all who knew them,and kind and hospitable to all who had claim on their
benevolence."Faithful to their upbringing in Concord,"they were egrly
supporters of religious worship'and order"in that new home.

CaptsNathaniel Abbot's homestead property-all his land and bullde
ings and all his cattle- was bequeathed to his son,Joshua(b.I740)with

the usual proviso that the son care for his mother during the remainis..

ing %ears of her life.The son was worthy of hls herltage- a religious
man highly respected for courage and patriotism. he had an honorable
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record during the Revolution for he commanded a company at Bunker Hill
where,1t 1s sald,he and hls men occupied an exposed position at the
extreme left,beyond the rail fwnce stuffed with straw.He also saw .serv-
ice with the Continental Army as well.

When this patriot whose boyhood and manhood were passed in the old
house now standing on Washlngton St.,came to the end of his days in
1815,the farm seems to have been divided between two of his sons.Josh=-
ua,Jr.recelved the part along %ashington St. with the old house while
hts older brother,Nathaniel (4) established a home on that part of the
farm north of present Pearl St.Joshua,Jr.married Eliza Kimball whose
girlhood home was in that sectlion across the river and south of Turtle
pond.She was known as "the Appletown beauty" at the time of thelr wed-
ding in I808.These silhouettes of the young couple are interesting and
Eliza's bears witness to her repute for beéuty.

The prolific Abbot family always maintained the tradltlion for
scholarly tastes and Joshua,Jr.lived up to the standard by studying
theology and obtaining a license to preach.The milltary strain found
expresgion in the local militia and he held a colonel's commision.He
was long a school teacher and in I820 he introduced an innovation 1i.a
to Concord by opening a Lancastrian school in the Town House(site of
today's Court House).This was a private school but the tuition rate
was very moderate pecause the school was organized on the theory that
the puplls themselves could give most of the instruction under Mr.Ab-
bot's supervision.A preceptress assisted in the"female department" sup-
erintending sewing,tambouring,embroidery,drawing and painting,w@ich
met the standard of the day for female educatlon.

This enterprise was short-lived for 111 health forced Col.Abbot to
gseek a warmer climate and he settled in Norfolk,Va. where he opened
a Lancastrian school and also preached as opportunity offered.He made

one visit back to Concord and planned either to return permanently or
to remove hils family to Virginia shortly. FEeturning to Norfolk,
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to make srrangements,he was taken with a fever and died after a brief
illness in I824.His grave 1s in Portsmouth near Norfolk,far from home
and kindred.His widow with five young children,faced the necesslity of
finding some means of livelihood and so she opened a school for little
children.In an old letter found not long ago,Mrs.Elizabenth McFarland,
wife of the Minlster of that day,tells of sending her small son,Andrew,
to this dame's school.

Before Col.Joshua Abbot first set out for Virginia,his o0ld home be=-
came the property of Robert Davis 24 who kept store there as early as
I818.After Mr.Davis's death,his widow married Asaph Evans and their
son sold this o0ld house in I842,to Col.Abbot's brother,Ngthaniel(k) He,
in company with four other well-to-do citizens,then donated the lot for
the site of '‘the new church planned to replace the old Meeting-house
on the Walker School lot of today.At the time of this transfer,the Abbot
house with its shed and barn,was sold and moved west of the church lot.
The house was enlarged with a second story and ell as it stands to-day.
Meanwhile,Mrs.Joshua Abbot had made her home and kept her school in a
newer house which stood near the site of 22 Washington St. -still a part
of the old Abbot farm.

During all these years,the elder brother of the Abbot family,Nath-
aniel(4) (b.I769) was living in a farm house which he built on the north
corner of present Pearl St.When that street was opened in after years,it
was described as"running westerly from Main St.,south of Mr.Nathaniel
Abbot's dwelling house."There the house with its big barn stood until
1t was moved to 1its present }ocatioﬁ at 6-8 Pearl St. to make way éor
the brick house now stan?ing on the corner.The first directory of Con-
cord( I830) lists Nathaniel Abbot as"farmer and treasurer of the NH.Bible
and Missionary Societies."He served his generation in other ways and was

one of the most substantial and public-spirited citlzens of his day-all
of which was to be expected of an Abbot in Concord of that €img.
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The Abbot farm shared the fate of other farms along Main St.as

the years passed by,and in 1827 %buildlng l?t nearly opposit.é the fine
new prison on State St.,was purchased by a jJolner from Epsom named Phil~
ip Sargent who built the house now standing at 86-88 No.State St.As soon
as gearl St. was cut through the farm,building lots were avallable and
the house standing at I8 Pearl St. was built by James Mason.This house
became the home of Mrs.Eliza Kimball Abbot during her old age and there
she died in 1870,a widow for nearly fifty years and the last of the fam-
ily to live on the farm.which Capt.Nathaniel Abbot had established an
hundred and forty years before.

Further down the maln street was the old Edward Abbot farm extende
ing along the north side of Centre road(Centre St.) as far west as "Sand
hill" .For two generations this family had prospered but when the farm ¢
came into possession of a grandson of the pioneer,its frultful days were
doomed, for Timothy Abbot(b.I769) was one of those rarities in old Concoryd
a thriftless,unworthy descendent of strong men and women.Because of "ir-
regular habits"he was placed under guardianship and the town took over
his property and sold the land to pay his debts and to guarantee care for
his unfortunate wife.He died in I8I9 but hle widow survived for more tham
thirty years,supported,as agreed,by the town.

The old garrison house where Timothy Abbot's father was born-the
first little white boy to see the light in Pennycook Plantatliong became
the home of John Souther(b.I760) a Revolutionary veteran who married a
daughter of Col.Thomas Stickney across the highway.Thlis o0ld house-atand-
ing,in part at least,was their home until Souther's death in IBO#.ﬁn lat -~
er years 1t was the home of thelr daughter,Anna(b.I79I)who married ?ort-
er Blanchard,and it was in this house that a son,George Blanchard, long
a prominent business man in Concord,was born.

The Stickney garrison directly opposite had been enlarged from time

to time and it was one of the last of the old farm houses to be moved
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away from the main street and thereby hangs a tale.Our picture is copled
from an engraving in Bouton's History and shows the house as it looked
in the eighteen fiftles,shaded by spreading elms set out,it 1s sedit,by
the redoubtable Epn Colby.Jeyeniah Stickney,"cordwainer"by trade, had
purchased this house lot and the one next north of 1t,with the adjoining
home lots on the intervale to the east,in the year I735.Tynls made a 1lit-
tle farm of twenty acres but it was only the beginning.When he died he
was one of the largest land owners in Concord .When he made his will in
1763 his outstanding character and his prosperity had changed his status
as "cordwainer" .feeds now refer to him as"gentleman".

Of his eleven children only three were boys,one of whom died when a
small child.Jeremiah Stickney's will left his"homestead with dwelling
house,barn ané all edificesy*#u*ix adjoining westerly on the Great Road
leading through Rumférd",to his older son,Thomas.The house was then
smaller than in our picture and the farm may not as yet,have increased
to the point of later years when 1its frontage on Main Ste.extended from
south of the present Eagle Hotel,north to include the site of the pres-
ent apartment house at I72 Noslizain St. ‘

The Stickneys were men of valor.During the winter of I745-46,Lieut.
Jeremiah served with Cépt.John Chandler in a company ralsed for Indian
gcouting,and the following yinmter his eighteen year old son, Thomas,
served as a scout.The house itself,was-garrisoned and had next to the
largest list of people sheltered in the town.A public-spirited and pat-
riotic family,indeed, for Jereﬁiah %tickney's two sons,four of his grand-
sons and several of his sons-iB-law,served during the Revolution%ry War,

Col.Thomas Stickney whose gallantry at f%nnington will be reéorded
in a later chapter,had a bent for military service.In colonial days
he held a commission as- Lieut.Colonel in the ISth Regiment of Militia

of which his brother-in-law,Andrew McMillan,was Colonel. He was promi-
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nent in town affailrs as evidenced by the fact that he served as mod-
erator at the last session of the memorable convention which made New
Hampshire the ninth state to ratify the federal Constitution .His wife
was Anna Osgood,daughter of tavern-keeper,Janes Osgood.Dowﬁ through the
years has come the testimony of her daughter-in-law="She was a very
lovable woman."

With the death of Col.Stickney in I809,tne farm descended tobohis
son,Thomas,Jr.(b.1769) .He 1lived worthily of his heritage and to the
end of his too short life,he was an asset to the town.He was gifted mus-
ically and was assistant choir master at the Musical Soclety in I799.In
I1802-3 he led the choir at the ieeting-house.His wife was a woman of
outstanding character and ability-Mary Ann 0dlin of Exeter,déughter of
Rev.Woodbridge Odlin.Her husband died when only forty-one,leaving his
wigow with the farm to manage,thrée sons in their teens and a little
daughter.

With all this responsibility,irs.Stickney found room in her heart
and home for the tiny three days old babe of her dead slster,Mrs.Jere-
miah Stickney,Jr.,rearing the child and giving her a home until she
was married.In later years she repeated thils care and protection for an
orphaned grand-daughter and a motherless grandson.Such was the home
maintained by Mary Ann Stickney in the oldohouse of our plcture.The
grandson who shared thest home was Joseph Stickney(b.I840) who made a
career for himself in New Xérk City and became one of the very few Con-
cord born millionaires.Because he loved his native state,he built the
MT.Washington Hotel at ?retton Vioods .After his death,a beautiful chapel
was bullt to his memory near the hotel., \

For many years the body of Joseph Stickney lay in the large plot in
the 61d Burying-ground,with those of his ancestors,but in recent years,
in accordance with the will of hls widow,a mausocleum was built a few

rods west of the Stickney lot and there he and his wife rest.At“fhe back
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the mausoleum 18 a 1o§ely stained glass window and when the afternoon
sun streams through,one sees the mountain near Bretton Woods which was
named for the man who developed that beauty spot in our White Mountains..
Mount Stickney.

At times money was scarce in Mrs.Mary Ann Stickney's household anJ
so she opened her comfortable home to boarders,and many leading men of
New Hampshire lodged there during legislatéve and court sessions.Hon.
Ezekiel Webster was rooming there at the time of his sudden death while
addressing a jury at the Town House in 1829.His body was carried to the
Stickney house to await 1té last Jjourney to his Boscawen home.

The development of the Sgickney farm lnto commercial property will
be told in a future chapter.The old house,home of five generations of
Stickneys,stood long after busliness blocks were bullt on the farm land
elther side of Bridge St.but in its last years on Mailn St. it presented
a straﬁge spectacle.This is the tale:Mrs.Mary Ann continued to live there
In her old age and her son,Joseph P.Stickney also lived there.Mr.Stick-
ney had a second wife who was dilssatisfied with the anclent house and
pired for a new and more elegant home.So insistent was she,that Nrs.,Mary
Ann consented to a most unusual plan by which she,herself,would retain
the south half of the bullding and allow her son to tear down the north
half to make way for Mrs.Joseph's new house.

The great o0ld house ®as slliced in halves as if with a great knife
and in the mutilated soutﬁ section,Mrs.Mary Ann continued to live until
her death in I866 at the age of ninety-four.On the lot left vacant by de-
struction of half of the hbuse,Joseph P.Stickney bullt for his tflumphanf
spouse,the brick dwelllng now used by the Elks Club and it atoodeithin
arm's length of the remnant of the old mansion.After Mrs.Mary Ann's death
the old half of a house was moved to the South End and the lost half was
restored.It stands today at 44 Pillsbury Ste.-one of the three old garrie

sons of I746 left in Concord today.
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The entire west side of the main street between Centre road and the Mill
road,was taken up by two farms,except for the lots where McMillan's
store and Lanlel Gale's house and smithy stood.Aaron Stevens still lived
on the northerly farm and his south boundary was at present Capitol St.
The farm extended west until 1t covered fifty acres,The o0ld house where
Stevens 1lived stood opposite present Brldge St. and it later became a
part,at least,of the home of Capt.Richard Ayer of a later generation.
After Cgpt.Ayer's death 1t became Union Hotel and was destroyed by fire
in I86I

Next south of the Stevens farm was the homestead of Dr.Ezra Carter
which combined properties purchased from Joseph Eastman, tanner,and Reu-
ben Kimball.The house stood on the gsite of the N.H.Savings Bdnk angd fif-
teen feet north of the house was the line of the Stevens farm.The south
boundary was Mill road(Pleasant St. )along which it extended for ninety-
seven roda,making a farm of thirty-nine acres.After Dr.Carter's untime-
ly death,his son, Ephraim,lived on the place until I772 when he sold
the farm to Concord's first lawyer,Esq.Peter Green.In I783 Esg.Green
purchased the Stevens farm also.

Below Mill road,both sides of the main street were lined with farms.
In the L¥ford History of Concord there are maps of the village as it ex-
isted about 1827,drawn from data suﬁplied from memory by Maj.lLewis Down-
ing.Checking up by old deeds,these maps are found to be surprisingly ac=-
curate and they are useful for reference through the remainder of this
story.In this chapter they are of value in contrasting the South End
farms of the pre-Revolutionary period with the same farm area in I827.

The lea.George Abbot garrison house.has been described(Chapter VII

The farm corresponded in general,to the Chandler farm on the map.Next
south was the Richard Haseltine farm which became the Harris farm and

the Bullard farm of Maj.Downing's memory.Almost the only mention of
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the Haseltine fgprm in Bouton's History is the fact that Cross St.(now
Concord St.)was opened (I834) "through land of the late Richard Hasel-
tine."

Richard Haseltine(b.I705) was a son of that Richard Haseltine who was
onec of the original proprietors of Chester.He held town office in Pen-
nycook as early as I732 and was accounted a Propriletor by purchase in
I735.He married Sarah Hall before settling in town and the young couple
came here from Bradford.Mr.Haseltine became prominent in town affairs zan
and was chosen moderator of"the first legal meeting of the freeholders
and inhabitants of the Parish of Concord"on Jén.2I1,i766.At the same
meeting he was elected tything man.

The Haseltine sons and daughters married into families well

known in Concord and nearby towns-one daughter,Sgrah, becoming the bride

of William Coffin at the North End.The youngest of the famlly,Barnes
Haseltine, served as a ranger in Cgpt.Osgood's company iﬁ I775 and was
an early settler in Fryeburg,Me.Lleut.kKlchard Haseltine died before

I800 and his farm descended to his son,Richard,Jr.,who died in I8I7.
Each generation of this o0ld family sﬁpplied 1ts quota of members for
the church but the church record is confusing because of varied spell-
ing of the surname. -

The farm marked on the Downlng map with the name of Thorndike
was originally the property of Capt.Timothy Walker,the Minister's cous-
in and his house,garrisoned in I746,stood in what 1s now Tmporndike St.
In I765,Cqpt.Walker sold thls farm"on the corner of two highways" to
Dea. Joseph Hall who lived at Eleven Léts.The "two highways"mentﬁoned
in the deed were the village street and an ancient reserved road pro-
vided in the original survey of the town.This road ran west from the
main street at a point between present St.Jonn's church and its recto-

iy and from that corner,the Walker farm extended north on the village

street a little over thirty-seven rods ,Its west bound was the"Gountrv
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road"(South St.) and it covered an area of twenty-seven Acres.

It was the custom for a well-to-do farmer like Dea. Hpll,to pro-
vade a farm for each son as he attained his majority except that one
son,usually the youngest,stayed on the home place which he inherited
on his father's death.Dea. Hall had two sons,the elder of whom,Joseph,
was in his late tweanties and the younger,Jeremlah,was nineteen.It 1is
reasonable to suppose that the Walker farm was purchased for Joseghh
and that ¥eremiah now of an age to do a man's work,was to stay at &lev-
Lots with his father.Four years later,qereﬁiah Hall married Esther
Whittemore and in midsummer of I770 a baby girl was born to the couple.
When the baby was less than six weeks old,Jeremiah died.

ﬁeantime,Eea.qul{%@augbter,ugry,maprled a newcomer in town
named Thomas Wiléon and in I772 a baby girl named Mary(Polly) was born.
The following year the young mother died-the second tragedy in Bea.
Hall's family within a space of two years.Thomas Wilsoﬁ married again

and it seems more than likely that the two little girl cousins,Sareh
Hall and Polly Wilson,grew up together in Grandsir Hall's home at Eleven
Lots.When the ?eacon died,his will(1I784) provided that this Walker farme
on the village street should be the inheritance of his two grand-daugh-
ters in equal shares.

In IT92,Polly Wilson married Dr.John Thorndike and at that time
she purchased her cousin's share in the farm for one hundred and fifty
pounds and she and her young husband made the place their home.Since
that time it was known as the Thorndike farm and the last of the fam-
ily name in town,lived there until her death in I934. ‘

Joseph Hall,Jr. probably took over the farm at Eleven Lots and
after his father's death,he became deacon in the church,filling that
office until his own death in I807 at the age of seventy.In his father's
will,Joseph,Jr. was bequeathed a desk and the clock which was famous

throughout the'town.In the early days when hardly a clock or watch was
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owned in Concord,the first Dea.H§11 set the time for the townsfolk on

Sgbbath mornings.All along the village street the people watched for
him to come up from Eleven Lots as the signal that it was high time to
start for meeting.In his will the Deacon left one half of his bkouse and
all his furniture to his wife,with the exception of the gift to his
son,the inference belng that he had already given the other half of the
house with the farm to his son.
The break-up of the Thorndike farm began in I8I9 when an acre lot

"at the south=-east corner of the Garden belonging to the homestead es-
tate of Mrs.Mary Thorndike"was sold to Abel Hutchins who erected "a dweli.
ing house and other buildings thereon"and then transferred the property
to his son,Charles Hutchins.Charles had married Mary Thorndike,the daugh+#
ter of Dr.and Mrs.John Thorndike,in the spring of I8I2 and the N.H.Pat-
riot at the time described him as-="Charles Hutchina,merchant of Sandborm-~
ton" ;but he came soon after to Concord and opened & store. which will
have due notice in a later chaptere.

Following Dr.Thorndike's death,his widow married Abiel Walker of the
North End,whose great grandféther,?roprietor Isaac Walker,had lived on
the lot which long ago had been the nucleus of the Thorndike farm.After
her second marriage,Mrs.Walker lived at the North End and deeded hgr farm
at the South End to her children.(I1835)Shortly after,a highway was cut
through the farm and named L?berty St.(now Thorndike St.)and building
lots were for sale.That same year of IBﬁS,Gh&rles Hutechins sold his
home to Sgephen S.Sweatt,an innkeeper of fame in Charlestown,Mass. who
moved to Concord immediately after his purchase.Tradition in the Swggtt )
femily says that he added a story to the house which then looked a§"§£;;:7:
shows 1t.Neglected,it was torn down in I944, - = 1\, o+b. . A
Having sold their home to Mr.Sweatt,the Hutchins family moved into

the old garrlson house but their stay was brie@,aince the ancient house

must be moved away to permit the opening of Libeﬁ& SteeIn June 1837,Mra,
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Hutchins who waa on a visit in Boston,received a letter from her huse

band with newa that the historic old house was belng movo%néiyi“TheA

0ld house",he wrote?now stands in front of the governor's houseﬁ(i.e
Isaac Hill's house 75 So.Main St.i&hey have been four days getting to t
this spot.Moves like a 74,don'§ give an inch.The rats last evening wers
running on top asking for quarters.'The same letter mentions the beginw
ning of the cellar for the present Thorndike house which stands a little
north of the site of the old garrison.All trace of this latter is lost
for its destination is unknown,but presumably it had been destroyed be-
fore Dr.Bouton wrote his History for no mention of it 1s made in hie
1ist of ancient houses then standinge.(p.5I4)

For many years a row of elms which rivalled those at Parson Walker's
homestead,stood along the street in front of this Hall=-Thorndike farme.
They were set out by Capt.Timothy Wylker(Jr.)in the days immediately
following the Indian wara.Our picture of the present Thorndlke house
shows the last survivor of these elms Just before it was cut down in

the fall of I924.Its trunk at the bage was fourteen feet nine inches

in eclrcumference and five feet four inches in dlameter and the tree
ylelded nine cords of wood.Its companion next south had stood where
the sldewalk now runs on the north side of Thorndike St.and a third tree
stood In the yard of the house on the south corner of Thorndike St.A
‘fourth elm mentioned in deeds as "the twin Blm" marked the south boundae
ry line of the lot of this house at 60 So.Main St.

About I838 George Hutchiné,brother of Charles,built a house on the
north side of the old farm,with only a driveway between the new hoyse
and Charles Hutchins's.The interior of that home had some beautifui
panelling and carved woodwork.George Hutchins was a merchant and his
store was next north of the Phenix Hotel which had been\built and run
by his father.Reputedly this was 4khe the most widely known store north |

of Boston and it dealt in"English,American and West India goods™.One of
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theleading pbusineas men of the town,he was known as well for good worksa.
His death was tragic for he and his wife lost their lives in a steamw
bdat disaster on the Ohio river in I868.0ur picture of their home was
taken in after years when 1t was the property of A.Frank Holt.

Prior to I790 the only grave markers in the Burylng-ground were :o
rough field stones and few of them bore inscriptions.Those few were so
crudely marked and so shallow in cutting that f6vwis difficult to deciph-

ér them today.After I790,slate slabs came into use with ornamentatlon of
cypress,an urn,or angelic heads and such stones are mostly 1in a good =
state of preservation today.A number of the crude,rough fié&xd stones
may still be found in our Burylng-ground and one of these bears a brief
but legible inscription:
"Here lies the body of Molle Chase."

There 1is no date,no family record,no sentimental or religious verse=
only age and mystery.Who was Molle Chase and what part did the Chase

famlly play in old Concord? )

In I762,Daniel Chase of Rumford sold to his son,Dgniel,Jr.,the
elghty acre lot"whereon said Son now liveth" and thls farm seems to
have been on the south side of Hopkinton road near Ash brook.There 1is
a tradition that young Dﬁniel gerved as a yoqﬁ%?in the French and Ine
dian wars and it is certaih that about I747 when barely twenty years
old,he married Mary Pratt who thus became,we bellevejMolle Chase".

The couple had a family of thirteen children and three of the sons
were of age to take part in the Revolution.Two of these were definita}y
in the service:Pratt Chase who enlisted under Col.Gordon Hutchins April
30, I775 and again(from Canterbury) in I777,for a period of thr;e years
in the Continental Army.His brother,Benjamin,enlisted at the age of
elghteen and was made corporal JaB.I,I7T76.

“Maiy: Chase " died in ITT79 before the end of the Revolution and
we assume that she 1s identical with"Molle Chase".Her husband had

signed the Tesat Awt in Concord but apparently he d1d not enter serviece
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althbugh his younger brothers did so.One of them,Capt.Jpnathan Chase,

had been a Ranger at Crown Point in I755.He married Sarah Stickney,sist-
ter of Col.Thomas Stickney,and their home was on Dimond hill west of the
town line.He fought at Bennington in I777 and commanded & regiment at
Burgoyne'§ surrende#énd was in active service untlil the end of the war.
Two of his sons,Samuel and lloses,were also in service.

Two brothers of Daniel Chase,Jr.,lsaac and Abner Chase,married
Abigail and Betsy Bradley,daughters of Lieut.Timothy Bradley who lived
on the Mountain.Isaac fought in the French and Indlan wars and was cape
tured in I758.Abner enllisted for Bennington in I%%& from Warner:ghggggr
Daniel,Jr.and Isaac,by agreement,joined him as settlers in I763.

The boyhood home of these brothers was in Rumford on the farm
next south of the Thorndike farm.Daniel Chase,Sr.had been a shipwright
in Newbury until about I733 when he purchased the original share in town
owned by John Pecker.That year he was appointed highway surveyor.By I736
his home place conalsted of thirty acres,a dwelllng house and barn,
bounded”southerly on Jacob Shoot{s land and northwardly on Joseph Hall's!
(1.e.the Thorndike farm) It was the town meeting of that year which ace
cepted the highway "2 rods in Weadth on the North Side of Dgniel Chase's
{tead ####to run the Length of sald Chase's Homqﬁ&ead."Thie is the road
already mentioned as running between pfesent St.Jéhn@b Church and its
rectory.Long years ago the road was closed and replaced by Perley Ste.

John Chase,youngest of the séns(b.aboutvl745) succeeded his fathe

er on the farm and he was one of those Rumford men whose right was cone
firmed after settlement of the Bow controversy.He signed the Test Act &

and was 24 Sgt.in the militia,marching with Lieut.Richard Hegbert to

liconderoga.Seventy-five miles on the way they were met by the news
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of the evacuation of the fort.In I777,his father having died,John

Chase gold the farm to Esq.ﬁeter Green who,in turn,so0ld to Robert
Hgrris. During the Harris ownership it was known as the"Duncan Estate
probably because Harris's daughter,Mrs.William Duncan,lived there.In
I815,Lewis Downing purchased the farm and our picture is reproduced
from a painting made for Mr.Downing before much change was made in th=2
0ld house.It was akharming place in those days, both inslide and out.T
There was a stalrcase quite unlike any other in Concord.Its one wide
landing was under a high west window and was reminiscent of that in
the famous John Hancock house on Beacon hill in Bostone

The age of this house is uncertafn except that it was probably
bﬁilt later than 1766'31nceh1t is not included in Bouton's 1list of
earllier structures.The Chases were well-to-do as evidenced in the
I778 1ist of Town rates,and it 1s not at all unlikely that it was tu
bullt during their ownership.The house differs from the prevalling
style of other Concord houses of the period and that fact suggesta
that Danl¥l Chase who was a ghipwright before he came to town,may have
had a hand in its buildinge.

After John Chase sold the farm,he moved to Conway and thus the
last of the famlly disappeared from Concord and in time it was forgot-
ten that this was ever the Chase farm.Only the small rough granite ¢
stone with the name of"Molle Chase" Was left as a clue to this story.

The last of the old farms along the main street to keep its dis-
tinctively rural character was the Shute farm along the north side of
West St.It was established by Jacob Shute who was,for many years,the
only man of alien birth in town.It comprised about thirty acres and
axtendéﬂas did all these farms,westerly to the"Country road"(South St)
For nearly a century only members of the Shute family lived on the
property but after that it slowly conformed to the general diasinte=-

gration into house lots.
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We know but 1little of Jacob Shute's early life aside from his ploe
neer assoclation with Capt.Ebenezer Eastman.When hé came to Pennycook
he brought his wife,Sarah George of Haverhill,and a small daughter.Two
other children named John and Elizabeth,were born here.In the winter
of I745,Mra.Shute died leaving the famlly desolate and some months la-
ter the Minister's dlary notes the marriage of Jacob Shute and"Widow
Evans,mother of Jn9%," the same Jghn who was helper on the Minilster's
farm.Two daughters were born of this marriageubut neither lived to
adult life.

The original Shute house probably stood near the elm treea south of
presemt 86 So.Mgin St. for o0ld residents remember an anclent cellar hole
which was filled in many years ago.The Shutes were & long-lived race
and Jacob lived on his farm until very near the close of the eighteenth
century when he dled at the.age of ninety-four.His éon,John,the old
Rogéra Ranger,succeeded him and lived on the farm until his own death
in 1829 when he was nearly one hundred years old.Meanwhile John Shute's
family of nine children had acatﬁored,some of them settling with their
families on Shute propertj near Turkey rivor mills,some migrating to
other towns.Isaac Shute(b.I775)remained on the farm with his father,
merried and,in his turn,added eleven children to the Shute clan.Four
of this fourth generation established homes on the farm.

Development of the Shute farm began when the town accepted West St.
in 1808 as a highway to Bow via South St.The Shutes so0ld a small lot
to Samuwel Butters,Jr. whereon he bullt for his home,the house still
standing at IO West St. But the Shutes were 1§°hurry to dispose of lahd
and 8o it was not until I823 that another lot was sold next eaat;of the
Butters house.The school district was the purchaser and there a brick
schoolhouse was built which,with a new roof,1s now the dwelling at

8 West St.Except for a lot of three acres at the extreme west end of



XII, I9
the farm which was sold to Arthur Rogers,no other sale was made for
some years.

John Shute,Jr.(3) who owned a small plot on the farm,built the
house still standing at 54 West St. about I830.Recent additions have
changed its appearance.This John,Jr.was the farmer of his generation on
the homestead,while his brother,Samuel,who also bullt a home on the
farm,was a joiner.Two of the sisters married and made new homes here.
Nancy's husband,George Wilkins,builﬂabout I830,a substantial house at
94 So.Mﬁin St. so that,according to traditionjhis bride never had to
leave her father's dooryard.".ﬂer younger sister,lLydia,married Samuel
Gage,a wheelwright,and by that time George Wilkina had built a newx
house-«for himself on the corner of West St.The Gages moved into the
house at No.94.In recent years both houses were torn down to make way
for the present garage. (1948)

The patriarch of the family,Isagc Shute,spent his last years in the
family of his daughter:Nancy W11k1ﬁs,1n the new house on the corner.
This was the site of an earlier one built on leased land by Nathaniel
Evans who ren a store there from I8I8 to I828.When the lease expired,
the bullding was moved to newly opened So.State St. where it stands toe
day at No.II6. .

Until her marriage,Nancy Shute lived in the original Shute house,
caring for her grandfather,Ranger John,and filling as best she could,the
place of mother to her younger brothers.When Ranger John died in 1829,
his will left to Nancy the treasure of his o0ld age-"my clock".This was
one of the now famous tall clocks made by L.& A.Hutchins here in c;n-
cord and on the dial was engraved-"I792.The gift of Jgcob Shute.”" De-
scendents prize this tangible link with the 0ld French Huguenot pio-

neer of Pennycook Plantation.



XII. 20

On Lewls Downing's map there 1s a house on West St.marked "5I"
with the name"Willlam Shute".He was a grandson of Ranger John Shute
but he had dled leaving his widow Sarah and & son,William H.Shute.
Sometime in the I820s,Widow Sarah Shute bought & quarter acre plece
of land between the Butters house and that of John Shute Jr (3) There
she built a house in which she lived until her death in I830 and her
son evidently continued for a time to live there.But in the I844 Di-
rectory,Samuel Shute,the joiner,is listed as the occupant.Today the
house stands on a lot in the rear of the other West St.houses where
it was moved to make room for more modern buildings.As may readily be
geen,the ell 1s of more anclent construction than the main part of
the house and 1t 1s probably the original home bullt by Widow Sarah
Shute.The newer construction 1s of the type coming into favor in the
forties and doubtless 1s the work of Samuel Shute ,the jolner.

Through this process of bullding Shute homes,the farm narrowed
down in size,but there are people now living along West St. who re-
call that the brick house at 48 West St. was the nearest on the weat
to Shute homes and that all between was farm yard and orchards.

In 1829 the Shutes sold a lot west of the WidowtHarah's house
to Josiah Robinson,a shoemaker,and he moved to this lot & house from
Wheeler's Corner near the Bow line # In later years thia house was
moved agaln and it stands now,as pictured,on Allison St.Two sons of
the Robinson family were well-known men in their day:Joseph(b.I798)
graduated from Dartmouth college in 1825 and taught school in Cone
cord during the next four years.He held many public officeﬁ,inélud-
those of Reglategr: of Deede,Rggist@n; of Probate and Postmaster of
Concord.His brother ,Abraham Hazen Robinson(b.I8II)was a graduate of
Yalé college in I835,taught in the brick schoolhouse on Weat St. the

following year and practiced medicine in Hillsborough and Salisbury.

and was Postmaster 1in the latter place.His son,Allan Robinson;was a

# See Alpheus Chickering,Chap.XVII,p.23
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newspaper man in Concord a generatlon and more ago.

The tenement house at 90-92 So.Main St.is not a Shute house,but
was moved there from the site of the Foy Tire Co.building.It may have
been bullt by the Downings inFonnection with the coach businesa.The pld
house at 86 So.Main stls not a Shute house,but is said to have been
moved to the present site from the North End,before the memory of anyone
living today.Its ell seems very anclent but 1ts origlin 1is a mystery,al-
though it bears strong resemblance to an old picture of the William
West house at the North End,moved away in the sixties.(Chapter 36) P,ﬁ_@

Before we leave the Shute farm,we should pay tribute to the two
men who founded the famlly in Concord and sstablished the prosperity of
the farm.Jacob Shute 1s said to have been born in Dublin, Ireland, the
son of a French Huguenot refugee.A stowaway to America,he began his life
in this country under the handicap of service to repay his passage.Com=
ing with the pioneer group to Pennycook,an alien and speaking,it is salg,
only broken English,he made a place for himself with the more favored of
his townsmen.His son,John Shute,the Ranger,made a record during the years
of the French and Indian wars(Chapter X) and when he dlied the N.H.Pate
riot called him"a worthy,temperate,industrious native of this town."This
was his character in spite of his adventurous youth such as,too often,
left a man hard and coarse.

Years after the Ranger's death,one who remembered him well,de-
scribed him thus-"John Shute was short of stature exceedingly quick in
his motions and walk,and with a plercing black eye." Like so many, serious
minded men of his generation,he hesitated to undertake the obligationa
of-thurch membership.He long considered"owning the covenant”but it was
not until he was seventy years o0ld that he made his decision.Constant
attendance at meeting was no new habit for the 0ld man but as he ad-
vanced 1n years,lt became noteworthy even in that day of very general

~ X HQVS@- Y,/.V"H’\ o e oTher st)’?-rrye;i 1964 Lor MA” 9}51@0;«;;
Hivs 1em ovids a1l which staod on Shuls propecly anMain 8.
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going to meeting."When upwards of ninety years of age" writes Bouton,
"he could be seen tripping along,with the agility of a young man-com=
monly passing others on foot,on their return from meeting." Constant

in his attendance,John Shute occupied,as was fitting,a place of honor
in "the old men's seat"in the leeting-house-one of the most picturesque
characters to be known in our town.On a Sabbath morning in the winter
of 1829,as his thoughts turned Heavenward from life-long habit,John
Shute's spirit entered eternal life.

Another farm at the South End was that of Dea.John Merrill who,
after settlement of the Bow controverasy which had so seriously threat-
ened his homestead,now dwelt thereon in peace and contentment.His house
stood at the junction of the main street and present ¥ater St.It was
a happy household with father,mother and eleven children.By the middle
of the nineteenth century,the descendents of this good man and his wife,
through the male line only,were said to number approximately five hun-
dred.Among them were ministers,}awyers and physicians as well as farmers
and artisaans who proved worthy of their goodly heritage.

There were good¥imes in the #Merrill home.The Minister's diary,under
date of February 16,I764,records the marriage of the Deacon's sonyNath-
aniel,to seventeen year old Anna Walker,daughter of the North End "Tay-
lor",and the following day the record reads-"Attended marriage enter-
tainment at Dea.Merrill's”.ﬁhat an "entertainment” it must have been
with all the relatives and in-laws and children joining in the happy
crowd: Eventually these sons and daughters of the Merrill famlily scate-
tered widely-to Pembroke,Conway,H11ll and Warren.Nathanliel and his bride
settled in Brownfield,Me. but a grandsofjof theirs,Rufus Merrill,returned
to Concord,married one of the West girls and became a widely known book-
geller and pﬁblisher.

Three farms at Eleven Lots were notable in this generation.Dea.

Joseph Hall and his wife,Deborah Abbot,lived a long and happy life in
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the garrison house.Nevertheless they had thelr sorrows when 6n1y two

of their six children lived beyond the age of thirty.Three little daugh-
ters died in the terrible year of 1746 when crowded conditions in the
garrisons invited epidemic and medlcal sclence was inadequate.Such sor-
row was accepted with Christian grace.A picture of the Hall home may

be found in Chapter VII. |

Col.Benjamin Rolfe had long lived a bachelor life in a small
house on his farm at Eleven Lots,but according to the Minl%ter's diary,
on April 16,1764 he"pitched y® place for his house,"building there a |
manslion more befitting the wealthiest men in town.To this new home i
he brought hls brlde,Sarah,daughter of his 1lntimate friend,Rev.Timothy
Walker.The atory of that homestead-now the Rolfe and Rumford Home- be-
longs to & later chapter.

We first hear ofi.Lot Colby when,as a young man of twenty-one,he
was appolinted field driver in pioneer days.He was a member of the firat
board of selectmen of the new Parish of Concord(I766) and until the end
of his l1life continued active in town affairs,He was one of that group
of very respectable citizens who owned slaves,and there 1s a record of
his purchasing from a Billerica woman,a mulatto boy named Salem in I76I,
at a price of forty-five shillings,Sterling.

Lot Colby's house was for many years,the most southerly in the vil.
lage,his farm lying between the Rolfe farm and the town line and along
the"cdhntry road from Concord to BowJ(Hall Ste.) and bordering the Merri-
mack river.The house,according to Bouton,stood on the site of J;S:Lund'a
house of a later period(now 34 Hall St.)Lot Colby's grand-daughier,Bet-
8y(b.1785) married Nathan Abbot(b.I779),grandson of Dea.George Abbot.
Through her inheritance,the Colby farm became Abbot property and home.
Nathan's father,Joseph(b.I741),a veteran of the Revolution,lived his
last yeara on the Colby farm and died there in I832.Nathan Abbot's sis-

ter ,Ruth(b.I782) was deeded an acre on the north side of the férm,ad-
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Jacent to the Rolfe pro perty,and the 1little house in which she

lived,a spinster,until her death in I865,stands today as shown in our
pilcture.She was known to three generations of South End folk aa"Aunt
Ruth Abbot."

The largest of the}}arms along the main street was the Rogers farm
of five hundred acres,borqéring on the Merrimack river and including
the Frog Ponds and 1and‘on]Ferry Plain.(See Map of I1726,Chapter II)The

year that young Robert Rogers was commissioned Major of the Rangers,he
visited Portsmouth where he was received with honors.Bred though he was
to the rough life of the forest and the rougher experience of ranger
service,he was endowed with a personality which won him favor with the
exclusive people of an aristocratic town.He became something of a hero
and was admitted to St.Jehn'sgLodge No.I,A.F.&A.M.where he met ita chape
lain,Rev.Arthur grown,first rector of Queen's Chapel and intimate friend
of Gov.Benning Wentworth. The rector figures in the story of"Lady Went-
worth"in Léngfellow's"Tales of a Wayslide Inn."

The rector's daughter,Betsy,was quite a beauty in her early teens
and 1t is not strange that she and the dashing Major fell in love.For
five years whilé he wae winning victories and fame,the girl in Ports-
mouth waited until,in I76I,Rogers returned in triumph to wed his sweet-
heart.She was then twenty years old and her portrait here presented,vas
painted by Blackburn,a popular portrait artist of that day.A portrailt
of Ma).Rogers at a later period may be found in Chapter X.

Three years before his weddlng day,Robert Rogers planned for a
home in Rumford.He was then on duty at Fort Edward and sad so he com-
misslioned Hannah Osgood,the tavern mistress,to purchase for him,the
Samuel Gray farm which compriged Lgtg 29 to 32 in ange I wit& addition-
al home lots some of which were in"Y" Frogg Ponds adjoining s8“ Home
Lotd." There were buildings upon this farm for an earlier deed(I748)
mentions "a Logg House and Frame of an House".The next year following
this purchase(I759) Rogers-then of Starkstown(Dunbarton) bought:the!:
Abraham Kimball homestead of twenty acres directly south of the Gray

farm.This extended the Rogers property south to Dea.Merrill's farm.
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Jacent to the Rolfe pro perty,and the little house in which she

lived,a aspinster,until her death in 1865,stands today as shown in our
plcture.She was known to three generations of South End folk as"Aunt
Ruth Abbot."

The largest of the;farms along the main street was the Rogers farn
of five hundred acrea,borqéring on the Merrimack river and including
the Frog Ponds and land'on/Ferry Plain.(See Map of IT726,Chapter II)The
year that young Robert Rogers was commissioned Major of the Rangers,he
visited Portsmouth where he was received with honors.Bred though he wasg

to the rough life of the forest and the rougher experience of ranger
service,he was endowed with a personality which won him favor with the
exclusive people of an aristocratic town.He bhecame something of a hero
and was admitted to St.Jahn's,Lodge No.I,A.Fe&A.M.where he met ita chap
1aln,Rev.Arthur‘grown,firat rector of Queen's Chapel and intimate frier
of Gov.Benning Wentworth. The rector figures in the story of"Lady Went-
worth"in Léngfellow's"Tales of a Wayside Inn."

The rector's daughter,Betsy,was quite a beauty in her early teen:
and it is not strange that she and the dashing Major fell in love.For
five years whilé he was winning victories and fame,the girl in Ports-
mouth waited until,in I76I,Rogers returned in triumph to wed his sweet
heart.She was then twenty years old and her portralit here presented,we
painted by Blackburn,e popular portrait artlst of that day.A portrait
of Maj.Rogers at a later perlod may be found in Chapter X.

Three years before hls wedding day,Robert Rogers planned for a
home in Rumford.He was then on duty at Fort Edward and gmnd 80 he conm-
missioned Hannah Osgood,the tavern mistress,to purchase for him,the
Samuel Gray farm which comprised Lstg 26 to 32 in ﬁ?nge I witg additio
al home lots some of which were in"Y®° Frogg Ponds adjolining s“ Home
Lot8." There were builldings upon this farm for an earlier deed(IT48)
mentions "a Logg House and Frame of an House".The next year following
this purchase(I759) Rogers-then of Starkstown(Dunbarton) bought:thel:
Abraham Kimball homestead of twenty acres directly south of the Gray

farm.This extended the Rogers property south to Dea.Merrill's farm.
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"Rangerf Rogers house"as future generations were o call 1t,stood
originally on or very near the site of Gov.Isaac Hill's brick mansion
(75 So.Mani St.) and 1t faced south ,gable end to the street.When Gov.
Hill became owner of this property,he moved the ancient house to a lo-
cation in the rear of 87 So.Main St. where it degenerated into a cheap
tenement house and was finally torn down.

On Dec.20,I762,Maj.Rogers transferred this farm in trust to his
wife.Concord historianas have failed to affirg that Rogers,in his wane
dering life,ever lived on this farm,but one of hls descendents,Mary
Cochran Rogers,1s authority for the fact that he brought his bride
hither and that she was served by a number of slaves-Sylvia,Pomp,Castro
and an Indian boy,Billy,who was captured at St.Francis.Miss Rogers also
claimed that 1t was while resldent in this house that Maj.Rogers wrote
his"Journals" from notes made during his campaigns,hls "Concise Account
of North America"and his"Ponteach”.

There 18,as yet, nothing to disprove these claims:indeed,it is con-
sidered by novelist Kenneth Roberts whose"Northwest Passage" 1s based
on exhaustive research through all documents relating to Rogers,that the
Major undoubtedly lived in this Concord house at least for short periods
It is slignificant thzt the house aiways bore his name and that,long
after his departure from this country and after his wife's death,one of
the Thorndike family directly across the street,came into possession of
the spy glass of Robert Rogers which was found in the old house.Unfore
tunately thls interesting rellic has disappeared for & member of:the
family took it with him when he moved away from Concord.Further evi-
dence of Maj.Rogers as resident,is the casual mention by Rev.Timothy
%alker in his diary-"Feb.23tl764.Maj.Rogers dined.",as if it wers an

ordinary occasion rather thad the visit in town of a fmous outsider.
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In I765 Rogers went to England to arrange for the publication of

his wrltings and in Lgndon he was recelved with honor.He returned with
the King's commission as Governor and Commender-in-chief at the import-
ant military and trading post of Michlilimacinac in the country of the
"Otawars" and thither he took,his young wife,thirteen hundred miles into
the wilderness.S5o spectacular a career as that of Robert . Rogers was
bound to create jealousy and 111l-will and Sir William Johnson,powerful
in the province of New York and the frontier far to the west,plotted to
destroy Rogers's influence.With the aid of Gen.Howe,tales were apread
that the Major planned to betray his fort to the French and so specious
was thils propaganda that in December I768,the British authorities ar-
rested the new Governor and hé was taken in irons to Montreal.The phys-
ical torture of that Journey was extreme but the trial ended in acquittal
This ended Rogers's triumphal career.

Meantime his poor wife returned from the wilds to her father's
home in Portsmouth and about two months after her arrival,gave birth to
a son,Arthur Rogers.After his release,Maj.Rogers took ship for England
hoping to retrieve his fortunes.Restless for mlilitary life,he entéred:d
service in Africa and claimed that he fought two battles under the Dey
of Alglers.According to Mary Cochran Rogers,Mrs.Robert Rogers brought
her little son to Concord to live and there Maj.Rogers,returned from Eus)
rope, joined her shortly before the Revolution.

As the months passed,feeling ran high aqd excitable patriots even
in staid Concord,were alert for possible Tories.An officer who had 'long
been prqminent in the K;ng's service could hardly escape susplcion and
MaJ.Rog;ra was hardly the man to be threatened into submission by the

Sons of Liberty method.He did,however,seek service under Gen.Washington
at Cambridge in I775,but wag refused admission to the American camp.Such

patriots as John Stark,his life-long friend,then and in the futuré,insis¥$
ed that Maj.Rogers was,at heart,loyal but to no avail.,
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Furiously resentful,Robert Rogers secured a commisslon from Gen.
Howe and railsed a battalion of Rangers for British service which,in
the fall of I776,was attacked and routed a; Mamaronec,N.Y.It 18 said
that a corps of Rangers still exists as "the Queen's York Rangers"”,a
Toronto regiment of militia.In I777 Rogers went agaln to England whence
he wrote-"I love America.It is my native country.Il hope to spend the
evening of my days in 1t." But thils was not to be,for Torles were shown
scant privilege in those times and in I778 the N.H.Legislature passed
an act banishing Robert Rogeras and declaring Mrs.Rogers freed of her
marrilage bond.

Elizabeth Brown Rogers married again-a certain Capt.Roach(Roche)
who was a native of Cork,Ireland.He first appeared in Concord about the
time of Maj.Rogers's banishment and he seems to have been a poor substi-
tute husband for the lady.He was a man of more vices than virtues.Tra~
didion tells of the scandal of his arrival in the colonies:he set out asa
master of a salling vessel engaged in British fur trade,with a cargo
from Quebec to Lgndon in the early months of the Revolution.He contrived
to lose his way(so the tale runs) and sailed into Portsmouth harbor
where he sold his cargo,pocketed the money and then acquired command of
the "Ranger"before it was taken over by John Paul Jones.

A son was born to the Roach couple in the old house at the South
End and as a young man,he had a creditable record as an officer on the
famous frigate "Constitution".Tradition in old South End families tells
of gay doings 1in the old houée during the Roach regime and Roach f;g-
ures as somewhat of a brawler around the taverns of the town.Mrs.Roach
continued to live in the old home until her death at the age ofcseventye-
two in I8I3.After a life of romance,sorrow and tragedy,Betsy Brown Rogers

rests in an unknown grave in Concord



XII. 28
After Mrs.Roach's death,her son,Arthur Rogers,inherited the farm

but it is evident that he was Iincompetent to handle the property.Early
in the eighteen thirties,he was sued by numerous creditors,he being
then"of parts unknown',and deeds of execution transferred the farm to
his creditors.Chief among them was Isaac H{ll who proceeded to move the
historic house in order to build his new brick mansion.lr.Hill also
planned an ambitious land development on a large sectlion of the farm,
laying out streets east of the main Street and staking out lots for
wvhat was intended to be a fine residential neighborhood.Shortly the
railroad being promoted to enter Concord,decided to claim & right of
way dilrectly through this project of va.Hill's before more than a

half dozen houses had been erectede.



