Chapter XI.
Concord in I766.

Out from the shadow of war and threat of Indian massacre,out of
persecution and seizure of home and 1ands,3umford folk emerged at length
into the security and peace implied in the town's new nams of Concord.
Hope renewed that ths ploneer dream of progperity might be realized at
last.Forty years had passged since thg young setilers took posssession of
thelr Promised Land and those who still lived had aged with hardship
and toil.The wllderness was subdyed,thers were comfortable homes,but it
ig useless to look for fine 0ld colonial mansions in €oncord.There was
compensation f?r the years of hardship,in the dsvelooment of a community
character wartgy of the best New Hampshirs could bestow.

Concord in I766 had no fine houses but it did have a new Meeting
house to revlacs the 0ld log structure of pioneer days.Even while the
French and Indian wars took their toll and the Bow controversy still
menaced, thie people determined that nothing must longer éelay the bﬁild«
ing of a sultable house for the worship of God.3till deprived of their
civic rights as a town,the enterorise could be carried on only)@olun—
tary asgociation and so a group of citizens organized ag Propristorsg of
the Meeting-house.In May I756 a committee composed of John Chandler,
Jeremiah Stickney and Edward Abbot, purchased in bsehalf of thesge Propti~
etors ap undsveloped houselot of an acre and a half,No.4 on the west
gide of the main street.The price was"IO Spanish milled dollars"and it
is the lot now occupied by Walker School.Properlygacéording to Puritan
custom,the Burying-ground was directly west.

Men had little money but they could gsupply lumber and labor,and
and these they gave gladly.The frame of tﬁe ileeting-house wag of finest
white oak timbers,and by June thesge timbers were hewn,fltted and ready.
for the"raising".That event called together for a space of thres days,
the men from all sections of the township and the womsn came algso,for

1t was thelr responsibility to furnish the"victuals" on the spot for
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f= thelr men folks.We may be éure that they outdid themselves 1in baking
and roasting good things for the occasion.At the end of the third day
the great frame,sixty by forty-six fest and two stories in height,was
gtanding in rlace.Its length was east and west and the entrance was to
be on the south side.It stood practically where the Sehool staﬁds today
and 1ts west end was six rods east of the original line of our State St.
With what eagerness must the town folk have watched dally progress
toward completion;with what joy and pride must they have worshlpped for
the first time within its walls! And yet 1t was a barren structure with
no pretencs to%beauty or grandeﬁr.There was no money to bulld a porech,
or a gallery,or the gsteeple untll after the Revolqtion.lt was Just a
gaunt,barn-like.building with two rows §f many-paned windows.Within
there wag a broad cegater aigle with rough benches on either side and
there, for years to come,it was the eustom fer the men to sit on the west
slde and the women on the eagt.The pulpit stood against the north wall

and directly below it was the bench where the deacons sat facing the

-

congregation.

Simple though it might be, this Meeting-house wag a very real
achlevement for the town-a true symbol of falth in the ultimate jJustlce
of God-a pledge of their faith and gratitude to Him.Its weekly worship
kept the people in heart through difficult years to come and they re-
jolced in the dignity and spaciousness of 1ts interior,so in contrast
to their crude log Meeting—house.According to Congregational custom in
the Puritan era,thls Meeting-—houge was never dedicated.It was to be
uged literally as a Meeting-house for civic purposes as well as rell-
gious.Lot No.5 next south of the Meeting-house seems to have remained
undeveloped through the years and as early as I778,there was agitation
for its purchase for'the Parish".Three years later this wag accompllshec
by its purchase from the heirs of Dr.Carter,and thersafter it became

Concord's Common.About that time the Town Records note:"Voted,the se-



lectmen to,be a Committee to take Care and prevent any person diging
Clay near the Meéting house vnm the Common."

"Going to meeting"continued to be the universzl custom as Rumford
merged 1nto Concord and every Sabbath found the townspeople sedately
gathering along the village strest,while the farmers from the Mountain,
Wagt Parish and the Iron Works joiuned them in observing the Lord's Day.
In such families as owned a horse,the eldgrs rode to meeting,father in
the saddle and motaer on the pillion behiﬁd,while the youngsters walked.
Young mothers walked from the Borough and Horse-hill carrying the babiles
who could not be left behind.Rachel Abbot who had married Daniel Abbot
(I761)after his return from war,used to start vasry early from her home
on the hill at the head of Long pond,with her children and carrying her
most recent babe in her arms.Following a footpath through the woods,she
left the haby at her father's house at the foot of present Peaarl St.
wvhile she attended meeting.After the long service,she picggd up the
c¢hild and walked home.

Many of the young men coming in from the farms,walked barefoot
to save thelr precious shoes and the girls wore coarse shoeg,saving thel:
best ones until they came in sight of the Meeting-house.West Parish
young folks stopped under a large pine near the Bradley homestead on
Penacook St.to make themselves seemly,while those from across the river
stbpped under a willow trse on the shore of Horseghoe pond.

Life was extremely simple in the town.Tradition tells that no
clock was owned in the place until Rev.Mr.Walker brought one homg from
Englanmd.This seems unlikely since there is an entry in his diary dated
March I749, "Pd.Sam Little for making clock case."Llittle by little as
confidence was restored,men began to improve their homes.Encouraged by
the promige of success in his mission to London,the Minister began to

int-h the interior of hig houge during the summer of I757.More than
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twenty years had passed since its bullding and still thers was no paint
on its outside walls.Thig was not unusual for the wood was well seasoned
Lo withstand the weather and paint was scarce and expensive.Not until
1764 ,according to his diary,were some of the interior walls of the house
"plailstered",the last of the floors laid and one of the stone chimnies
bullt.Nevertheless, the Minisﬁér's house seemed very fine to his neigh-
borg for most of 1ts partitions were panelled and the hall had a pan-
elled wainscot and a staifcase in three ghort flightgs with broad land-
ings,a moulded handrail and carved balusters.Unfortunately~none of this
orlginal woodwork remains in the olé houss.

The interior paint was mixed 1in the fine o0ld ¢rude colorg:the north
parlor was green,the gouth parlor blus,the bedroom fgr fathsr and mother
white and the kitechen im the less expensivs gnd very durable red.A year
before his house was entirely finlshed,ir.Walker with the help of his
negro servant,Prince,set four elmg in front of his premises and others
in his dooryard.All are now gone“bu¥ this pilcture shows some of them as
they approached digsolution.In their prime they were worth coming far
to see.

This generation is,perhaps,not aware of the extent to which slayery
existed in New England in celonial days.Well-to-do famlilies here in Con-
cord frequently owned slaveg,both blacks and Indians and the Minister
had three negroes,PPince and two women named Luce and Violet.Aaron Stew=
eng had a negro man who was the town"dog-whipper" with the responsibil-
1ty of driving dogs out of the Meeting-house during serviée,which ac-
tivity,says Bouton,"afforded fine amusement for the children during Sab-
bath hours",as well as earning the glave a few pennies from beénevolent

members of the congregatlion.

Among all the slaves in Concord,none wag bstter known than Nancy
. moye ‘Hnan
who lived with theﬁferbert family for, ssventy years.She was born 1n Bof8™

/

ton about I766 and when nine days o0ld she wasg gilven to a man in Bow.
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When the baby was about eighteen months old,her master removed from
Bow and so decided to sell her.Lleut.Richard Herbert bought her for
twenty-five dollars and brought her up as ¢ompanion hnd‘p&aymate for
his children.The State Constitution of 1783 by implica@ion,abolished
glavery in New Hampshire and Nancy was distressed lest she lose her
home in consegwepce.To her joy thHe family kept her with proper compen-
gation.Shs bsgcame a mnmber of the ehurch and read her Bible faithfully,
and,according to Bouton was much esteemed" .Upon her death in her eight-
isth year,sfs was buried in the family lot in the Burying-ground with
threes gensrations 6f the family whieh she had served with affection..
In I7%9 the Minister's only son,Timothy,was licensed to preach
by the Agsociation of Chmreches in gession at Haverhill. Three years be-
foru,at the age of nineteen,he had graduated from Harvard college after
taught school and then
which he/studied th@@logy for a year but never held a pastorate.fe did
some supply preaching,notably here in Rumford during his father'sg last
trip to Londoﬁ.Occasionally in the years following, the Minister's diary
notes:"Son Timothy preached."In I764-6% he apparently taught in the
village school but very soon deeided to enter tradé.

"son Timothy"was never called Timothy Jr.,that distinction belng giv-
en to the Minister's cousin at the South End,but in old deeds "Son Tim-
othy" signs his name " Timoy“while his father's designation is"Timothy:
Walker,clerk"(1ee.cl§r1c). im’ iWalker's first business venture was as

/
partner with Rumford's first sterekeever,Andrew Mcilillan,who must be

properly intreduced here.
In I757,tavern keeper James Osgood died and his will left his home=-
stead and his three acre pasture across the highway,fo hig wife,Hannah
Hazzen,so long as she remalned his widow.In addition she was bequeathed
"my Indian Servant named George,also my Negro Servant named Lucy also

the two youngest children she now has ¥*%%¥* the Pelce of Wool Cloath
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which 1s now at Mr.Robert Calls to be dressed," likewise the contents
of the tavern and the supplies on hand which included "sixty gallons of
Rum and one hundred weight 'of sugar #*¥%%% if in @Goncideration of the
above Artiecles my Sald Wife shall bring up my youngest Son Hazzen With-
out any charge to my Estate untill he 8hall Arrive at the age of Ten
Years." To his son,Samuel, he beqyeathed "the Negro Girl,Phillis".
Hannah Hazzen Osgood remairled a widow until her own death many years
later and in her household lived Dea.John Osgood,the Propridtor,who
outlived his son by eight years.

Shortly after the war a young veteran of Rogers's Rangers,Andrew
McMillan by name,came to townn and it is likely that he lodged at the
Osgood tavern.At any rate he promptly fell im love with Hannaﬁ Osgood,
dewghter of ths Widow Osgood who continued to run ths tawvern.According
to her father's will,Hannah would inherit"eightesn Pounds Sterling mon-
ey of Great Britain te be paid When She Shall arrive at the age of Eigh=
teen ¥ears,or upon her Marriage Day."Three months after her eighteenth
birthday,Hannah with her dowry sed the young Ranger.

McMillan had come to America from Londonderry,lreland,when he was
twenty~-four years 0ld and four years lateﬁhe was given his commission
as lieutenant in Rogers's Rangers at Lake @Gesrge. It 1s saild thai he
was at the attack on St.Francis.Perhaps it was his association with the
Rangers from the vicinity of Rumford which led him hither to make his
homé.Immediately after his marriage,McMillan purchased f;om his" Hond
flother-in-law" the tavern property which included beside the dwelling
house,a barn,an orchard and seven and a quarter acres of land.This
property was bounded on tpe south by the homestead of the desceased
Bavid Kimball(Range I,Lots 24 and 25) and later-on Lieut.McMillan pur-
chased this Kimball property.Me also bought from Widow Osgood the past-
ure across the highway combrising,roughly,the land bounded by No.Main,

Pleasant,No.State and Warren Sts. today.On that lot he built a small
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‘ona story building tand there he opened the first store in town.We may
agsume that the young couple made their home in the old tavern while
Xidaw Hannah Osgood built with her newly acquired funds,é more up-to-
date house of hosgpitality on ?he narrow strip of land which she had re-
aarved on the north gide of her inheritance.This second Osgood tavern
#tood approximately on the si{@ of the present First National Bénk.

In I765,Tim®* Walker began his business career as partner with
YeMillan,but after a ysar,he was convinced that a store at the North End
would be a good venture.Withdrawing from the partnership with McMillan,
he opened an establishment "near his Father's house"-in fact,in the very
dooryard south of the Minister's home.

Bouton preserves for us coples of the ledger sheets from McMillan®
account books from I762 till I76% and they testify &s te ths tastes of
the period,especially in wine,W.I.rum,N.E.rum and brandy whieh sold in
amazing quantities to 2ll Borts and conditions of our tewnspeopls.Theseu
gillong upon gallons of spirits added to barrsls guponwbéggels of home-
'brewed cider, comgumed by the average family, startle the 1lmagination.

The Minister,himself,made twenty-five barrels of cider in October,IT64
and 1t was long the custom of James Abbot on the Cpmtoocok(Boscawen)
road to make sixty barrels each fall.

But there are other and miléer articles on the ledger:tea and
"coffey" in small amounts and at infrequent intervals:blue broadcloth
and glue"camblet"for John Chandler's new sult,with buttons as well:
b;ack and white -gloves for the women in Dea.Farnum's family:bits of lawn
& handkerchief,a "scain" of silk and"3 yds.of red shoe binding"for Ju-
dith Walker,now in her attractive teens.The townspeople are no longer
content with homemade products in food and finery and Tim®® Walker is
Justified in his new vehture as storekeeper.

Shortly before ths Revolution,Mrs.Hannah McMillan's brothers,

Jemes snd Benjamin Osgood,moved from Concord to ssttle on farms in Con-
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way and goon thereafter,Lieut.McMlllan and hig famlly followed them

and took possession of valuable land in ﬁhe‘saco valley which the pro-
vincial government bestowed upon the ?anger in recognltion of his war-
time gervice.Prominent in civic affairs always,the name of"Col.MacMul-
len,Esgt" 1s to be found on, "The A Larm LeagtMen" of Conway in ITT76.

McMillan wag a slave owner and Bouton prints the receipts for
two negroes whom he purchased-a"Negro Boy slave named Caesar" who ac-
companied his master to Conway,and"a Negro Garl,named Dinah"who seems
to have been left with Widow ngood at the tavern,whlience she married
and settled in Canterbury leaving descendents in that town.This may have
a bearing upon the story teld by Miss Rebecca Abbott to the effect that
her father,3imeon Abbot(b.I807)told her that following the Revolution
s number of negroes migrated to this sqection -enough to establish a
colony near the town line of Canﬁcrbury or Loudon.

Widow Oggood was a good manager and ths famlly property extended
along ths east side of the village street south from the present Eagle
Hgtel gite to a point below Pleagant St.The old tavern disappeared more
than a g¢entury ago and only itg cellar hole adjacent to the house of
Hosea Fegsenden,was left in Dr.Bouton's day.The second Osggood tavern
(site of Firgt Netional Bank)was destroyed by fire in I854-"an ancilent
looking building"which,after use as Fessenden's saddlery shop(I830)bee
came a tenement house known as"ths Wiggin house".As it burned,"its oak
fraﬁe remained intact after all else except its huge chimney has fallen
to ruins."A third Osgood tavern famous in Revolutionary times has place
in a later chapter. o

Mill road(Pleasant St.)although a vsery olé highway dating back to
the bullding of the mills on Turkey river,was not reserved in therrig-
inal swrvey of the town.The first record of building on this road goes
back before ITS7 when Stephen F@rrington began his new house on the

present site of Wonolancet Club.He purchassd a four acre lot frpg:ﬂaver;
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er James Osgood,whieh extended west to present Green St.Under a later
owner ,John Stevens,it became one of the best type colonial houses in
Concord with some excellent interior woodwork and carving.Umfortunately
nothing of this was salvaged when the house was destroyed to make way
for the Club House.One relicﬁBnly remalns today,in possession of the
N.H.Historical Soclety:the iron crane which once hung in the great flre-
place of the Farrington house.

In the early days 1t was the custom to hang kettles on a lug-pole ih
the fireplace and sometimes the pole caught fire.Thls happened in the
Farrington home one day when kettles were loaded with hot waterJhe
younger children,Jeremiah(b.I746) and Samuel( b.IT48 ) were playing on
the floor and barely escaped the scalding flood.Thelr father took warn-
ing- and,on his next business trip to Portsmouth,he purchased a bar of
iron,btought it home on horséback'and took it to the local blacksmith
who made 1t into this crane.

Mill road was a lonely highway in those days and for some years
to come.A few years later than the episode of the breaking lug=-pole.
Jerry Farrington was out near his home when he heard the geese making an
uusual racket.He got his gun and started to investigate down by the
brook whigh crossed the highway somewhat east of present Spring St.He
found the geese in a panic and some of them were 1njured.Curlous as to
what had attacked them,he followed fresh tracks to the Whale's Back on
top/of the hill and there he found hiwmself faced by a big wolf.Although
only a lad,he had the courage to shoulder his gun and almed between the
beast's eyes.The fine shot with which the gun was loaded,blinded the
wolf so that he ran apound yelping until men who heard the shot came to
came to Jerry's help and killed the beast.

The North End had its own placksmith in these days,in the person of
Ngthaniel West,son of Edward West,the pioneer.Nathaniel married Sarah

Burbank before I742 and ten years later he purchased the houselot -on
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the south corner of present Franklin St..In I767 a mobtgage deed de-
gcribes the property as"My dwelling house in Concord!" with"barn and

blacksmith shop,bellows,Anvil,Voyce and all the tools in it."

About I760 a new blacksmith came to town,young Daniel Gale of Haverwe
nill.He courted Ruth Carter,the doctor's dsughter,and they were married
the following year.Ruth was only sgvenieen when the first of their thir-
teen children was born and her mother,Mrs.Ruth Eastman Carter,was’ thirty
three when this,her first grandchild was born.Dr.Carter sold to his sone
in-law a two acre lot off the south side of his extensive farm and there
the young couple made thelr home énd Daniel plied his trade.In time they
added to this home place by buying a section of Andrew McMillan's land
next south so that their frontage on the main street was increased to
nine rods.In later years their house was enlarged and became the Anchor
Tavern on the slte of the State Cépital Benk of today.South of M1ill road
the highway was lined with farms which will be described in a later chap
ter.

The North End was the section of ths %illage whieh was changing
most noticeably.From the beginning it had prestige as the neighborhood
where the Minister lived and the new Meeting-house added to this pres-
tige.As peace was restored,young men moved away from the village to the
farms across the river and along the Boscawen road,t® West Parish and
to Horse—hill.T1m°' Walker's new gstore was well warranted.

/ The storekeeper and his wife,Susannah,already had two children
and twelve others .came along in succeeding years.A growing family need5s
a reomy house and Mr.Walker built such an one directly south of his fakh
er's home.The south part seems te have begn for the family home while
the north section was a large open room where the store was located.
After the Revolution began Mr.Walker gave his time to.patriotic service

and the store wasg transformed in time for living quarters.In this house

Jogeph B.Walker,great grandgon of the Minister,and leading citizeﬁ of
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‘the Concord of his day,was born in I822.In later years the building was
moved to the west slde of No.Mgin St. and now stands at 225-227.It is

sald that the plllars at its doorways are relics of the anclent Meeting =
houge:probably they were supborts of the great gallery built after the
Revolution and removed when the old church was converted into the Bibli-

cal Institute.

On the original site of this house uuna in front of.cﬁe;house‘now
numbered 274% No.Main St.1ls the old well,relic of the potashery which
wvas a side line in Mr.Walker's storekeeping.In that day when wood ashes
accumulated in great gquantlties in every hougehold,potash making was a
considerable industry.Mr.Walker exported some of his product/fof the Min-
ister's diary records"June 23,I766,J% Colby went to Haverhill with a load
of Potash". Andrew McMillan also produced this commodity for it 1s on
record that he had "a Pétash"on thé gouth side of Mill road at the cor-
ner of Country road(present South S5t.)

Isaac Walker,Jr.,cousin and neighbor of the Minister,bullt a
frame house in 1765/for on August 3 of that year thls entry appears in‘
the Minister's diary-"Attend Taylors Raising." This house burned in I845
and the"Taylor's"grandson,ﬁbiel Walker,rebuilt it on the same site and
after the original plan,with its front door facing the village street
acrogs a deep and sloping dooryard.Theré 1t stands today,but numbered on
No.State St.Abilel Walker(b.I766) was one of the town's prominent men in
his day and his integrity and good judgment made him a valuable asset 1in
#own affairs.He continued the virtues of hig pioneer ancestors beiné in-
dustrious and thrifty-a farmer by day and a shoemaker at night.He used
for his shop the old log house on theg homsstead and there,lt is sald,he
often made an entire shoe &uring the evening after a long day of toil in
his fields.In time he accumulated a considerable property.

Tn lieu of direct heirs,this W=lker houme place passed on to a

nephew,Lyman A.Walker,who was at one time warden of the first State
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Prison built in I8I2.When this old Prison was torn down,Mr.Walker was
given two keepsakes:gome of the large granite blocks guarried from
Rattlesnake for its cggstruction,and,grewsome gift,the upright timbef
of the Prison gallows.The stones are now steps to the south porch of
the house and the gallows post 1is in use on the4porch as'shown in our
picturé.

Time had taken ineviiablé toll among the North End pioneers and
in the summer of I75%4,Abraham Bradley,"being Sick and Weak in Body",
proceeded to make his will¢with sublime faith , as he approached the un-
known.He recommends-"my Soul into the Hands of Almighty God,who gave if
me,and my Body to the earth,to be deesntly interred,at the Discretion
of my Executor##*#*# nothing doubting but that at the General Resurrection
I shall reeceive the samse. again,together with Remission of all my Sins,
by the Power of Almighty God,tliro the Merits of Chrigt my Redeemer."
After such declaration of the Faith ,this patfiarch continued to the
disposal of the eomfortable property which hisg wisdom and his labor haJ
woén for him.

The homestead was bequeathed to his gramdscn,John,whose father was
one of the victims of the massacre in I746;and with it John received tis
faithful negro slave,Pompey,who had been his constant companion in boy- -
hood."Pomp"as the village called him,had been purchasged for thirty busle
els of corn,and Abraham Bradley's will provided a half acre of land ﬁsér
the house to be his property for life.In addition the will stipulated
that kind treatment and justice be accorded the black man in every con-
cern of‘his life.

John Bradley was only eleven years old when his grandfather died.
His mothsr had married again and moved away and the boy continued to
live with his grandparents.The grandmother survived for somé& years and

"pomp" lived even longer until John was grown to maturity and fully

ready to take hils place in the life of ths town.
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Across the highway(Penacook St.)from the Bradleys,lived Capt.John
Chandler,aging now after his full and vigorous life as a ploneer.His two
older sonsg were married and had homes of their own,but a third son,Dan-
iel,was living at home with'his second wife,Sarah Merrill,daughter of
the good deacon at the South Znd.Daniel Chandler(b.I735/was one of the
very few 1lmefficlent products of a remarkably virile and rsliable gene-
ration of Concord men.He never prospered and always lived on the verge
of ﬁoverty.Of his nime children,however,Abiel(b.I777)won success and
with the fruits of that success,he made a contribution to his native
state.That record belongs to a later chapter.The Chandler home was on
the site of the house now standing at 35 Penacook St.

After a lapse of more than twenty years,the name of Coffin re-
appears in this town when,about I752,two nepnews of Rev.Enoch Coffin
settled here.Petesr and William Coffin were brathers and the considerable
farsm lands which they acquired in Rumford,were held in"equal halves".
For their home they selected Lot No.2 on the west side of the viladage
street,directly south of the homestead of Isaac Walkef?;nd in I753 they
purchased from the Minister,"the westerly end of mhe-Hohse Lot that was
formerly Isaac Foster's and lays Between gd Coffin's Lot1and ye Lot yt
wag Zechariah Chandler's."(i.e.Lot No.4)

In I758 Peter Coffin was appointed by the Proprietors as member
of a committee to dispose of "Iron Ore" to raise funé§ for the defence
of local propsrty owners in sults brought by the"Bow associates".At
Concord's first legal town meeting eight years later,he was elected Pag~
ish Clerk,but shortl¥ thereafter he moved to\Boscawen where the Coffin
family had large holdings.His brotherﬁNﬂ\kmbremained in Concord with
his wife,Sarah Haseltine and their gons,Enoch,Jr.(b.I1755)and John(b.I765

The Coffin homsstead as shown in this old picture,was for many

years one of the most charming reminders of colonial days in Concordf

Like so many of our early homes,lt was originally one story in hélght
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and one room deep,but as the famlly grew and prosvered 1t was enlarged.

After the Revolution,im which both Enoch Coffin,Jr.anéd hisWncle Peter

of Bogcawen served,the formeréwas licensed as inn-holder(I797) and it
may have been that the house was enlargsd for that purpose. The magnif-
icent elm,famous for four generations as the most symmetrieal in Concorq
was set out by Capt.Enoch Coffin and his brother in I782,and sometimes
it was called the Webster elm because that was the year of "Black Dan-
1el's" birth.The elm stood in its beaﬁty until the fall of ;§26 when de=
cay necessitated its removal.This picture reminds wus that,before the op-
ening of Fiske St.(now Bouton St.)the old Boscawen road ran from the
main gtreet dlagonally up the slovs and betwsen the Ceffin house énd its
elm.The old house go changed that noﬁa of its beautiful dignity 1s left,
now stands on Cummings Ave. .

The home prgoperty of Lieut.John Webster next south of the -Hinige
ter's house,had been s0ld’to a young man from Bradford,Masé.‘named John
Kimball.He was twenty-five years old when we first hear of him in Bune
ford,and by trade he was a"joiner". Agaim,the Minister's diary is a
gourca of information when,under date of Dec.5,I784,the entry reads -
"Jno.Kimball came to help me lay my best room floor" and"Capt.Walker
laid me two hearths." A year later,John Kimball returned to Bradford
ang took to hiﬁself a wife,Anna Ayer of Haverhﬁll,probably the daughter
of that Samuel Ayer who,as a youth,is gsaid to hava ploughed ths first
fiél& in Pennycook PTantation.

A month before fils wedding day,John Kimball acquired tha titls to
the Webstér homgstead which has been the home of his descendahts down
to this day.A shert time later he purchased ninety acres of land on the
north side of"the highway to New Hopkinton",lying on eilther side of Ash
orook.Young Kimball was a valuable addition to the town in more ways

than: one.The qmality of hig workmanship commended him and we find that

ne was pald 68.3d.for"making five gtavas fer the tything men," IZssfor
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}%hndiné'ﬁha meeting—house nnd for nails do.",and 6s.foi meking a coffin.
For three years he zerved aj clerk for the Proprietors and Whénvthe‘R@V*
olution began his name stoed sacgn@ on the list of Concord signers of
the Test Act.He served two terms‘on the Committeer of Safety. When,after
nearly forty years of service as§ deacon)of the,ehurch,tha,eséﬁable @eorgé
Abbot went to his heavenly reward,it was John Kimball whose piety and
worth commended him as successor to the office,and he served as deacon
for the twenty years of 1ife remainifng tg him.

Soon after his arrival.in &Gwm,John Kimball joined the singers in
the Meeting-house and,as young folk are prone to do,ha~suggeéted any im-
provenent in the cholr siswing.The old mode of"lining out"the hymns
seeme& te him gquite out of date ané he agked Pargon Walker if it might
not be dispensed with."Lining ouyt" comsisted im the reading by the choir
leader,of two lines of the hymn or metrical paalm,after which the choir
led the congregation in singing the éame.An@‘s@,two lines at a tiuse,the
hynn continued te itg end.Thls cwstom began in the days whem hymw books
were rare,but it had continued leecally ever since Parsen Walker's 6;55:
nation in I730.

Mr.Walker was somewhat dublous abowt trying so radical an €xperi-
ment on the Sabbath,so he compromised with John Kimball by a{?ewing‘the
suggestion to be. tried at the Thankegiving serviee.The resﬂlﬁ’juﬁtified
ths'Minister's caution far tha leader pgrsistad in hie prerégative of
"lining out" ,while the singers,loyal to John ¥imball's plan,kept right
on singing and drowhed out ths lea&@r.fﬁnav&tions always came¢ hard in
Concord.

Another ysung man new in town,was Benjamin ¥Fmery whose name
appears as the constable chosen at the first"legal meeting of the free-
nolders and inhabitants of the Parish of Concord'in I766.He was a neph-
ew of Col.Benjamip Rolfe and with his wife and three yOMHg’éhilégen,he

seems to have made his £': .t home in town on the east side of the maln
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street and'directlyioppOSité’Edward Abboﬁ%thomésﬁaad.He»éolﬁ“the:piaee;

(Lot I7,Range I) in I762-"my now.dwelling house** *with all edlifices

my Corn Houge only excapted"}The‘purohaser was Benjamin Hannaforé{anothel
newcomer in town,a Joiner by t%ade and a veteran of the last French was,
during which ke was taken cavtive.He comes into prominence locally at a
later period.

Meantime Benjamin Emery was building a new homs which stands today
as plctured,at 238-240 No.Main St. Whén it was built the street sloped
steeply to the east:wheh,in modern days,ths stfeet was raised to a con-
sistent level,this old house was left muel lower than the sidewalk.To=
day,on a new foundation,lt stands about eight feet above itsg original'
level.Althous i somewhat modernlzed,the house still has seme of its old
twenty paned windows and some of its handmads,overlapping elapboards.

In I769 Benjanmin Emery was bullding another homs and he sold this one
to Dr.Philip Carrigain whe entered practlice in Concord following the
death of Dr.fzra Carter.

Among the original Proprietors were thres from Haverhill by the
name of Davis,but only one,Ephraim Davig,became identified with our town
His lots were developed by hig gson,Ephraim,Jr.,but after a brief time
his néme digappears from the record.Ephraim,Jfr.had at least flve soms
one of &hom,Robert(b.I734)was living in Hazverhill in 1I753,at which time
he bought four acres of land on the south s%de of present Franklin St:
andrwest of MNathaniel West's homestead.Young Davis moved to Rumford
not long after for he courted and married the daughter of Isaac Walker,
Jr. and their first ehild was born in I757.Possibly the little family
made their first home on the southwest corner of Franklin and No.State
Sts.An 0ld house stands there today and i1t may be an older building in
enlarged form.Gertain it is that a granddaughter of Robert Davig,lrs.
James Buswell,lived there with hsr husband for many years.

In I756,Robert Davig's brother,Nathaniel of Nottingham and his

wife,gave to him a quitclaim of all rights' "in the property of ‘our
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brethren'"in Rumford,so that Robert became sole owner of the Propristors
right.Lievt.Robert Davisg acqgired land on the north side of Franklin St
and made his home there in thefhouse st1ll standing at I02 No.State St.
The frame of this house was built by feckless Danlel Chandler near his
father's home on Penacook St. Unable to finish it,he so0ld it to Lisut.
Davis who moved it to its present locatlon where he finished 1t into a
home where threec generations lived.He\bougiiiggnd on the west side of
No.State St. and some of hls fields and pagtures lay west of the Buryings
ground and on the slopeg of the hill beyond.Access was by medns of a
farm lane which later bec¢ame Church St.In I8I6 the old man gold to his
grandson and mamesake,"Robert Davisg 3rd,watchmaker'"for the sum of $I500.
"A1ll the homestead or houselot wﬁere I now live on the main 8treet it
with bulldings" .Although the house faced State St.,ths houselot extended
ag did all the original lots,through to the main Street.

In the Patriot's notice of "Capt.Robert Davig's " death in 1823,
he is referred to as one ofwthe town's'oldest,moét indusgrious and peace
abls citizens-a Christian and a patriot." Hs was buried in his field
directly west of the Bufying-ground and when,in later years,it was nsc-
egsary to enlarge the Burylng-ground,this fiéid was taken over for the
purpose.

Robert Davis 3d,(b.I790),known 1in latér life as Gen.Davis,was
the third generation in the old house and with him lived his father,
Capt.David Davis,youthful patriot during the Revolution.He enlisted as
fifer Apr.I,I777 for one month,and again May Ist when)he gerved until
Jan.I,I778 with'his older brother,Corp.Samuel Davis,in Capt.Simon Mars-
ton's compahy in Rhode Island.At the end of that service he was only
sixteen years old.In hisg honor,the old house is now called"Fifer Davis
Houge." Capt.Davis was one of Concord:s best known musicians in his day

for he sang in the Meeting-house cholr,played the fife in the first of

our local bands and was one of that. group of enthuslasts who brought in-

to belng the firgt ginging school in Concord.
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Well back from the present line of our narrowed main street, there
gtands the house built by'Richard Herbert about I765.Tradition tells
that 1t marks the original’iine of the ten rods wide highway laid out
in the early survey of the town.(see Chapter VII)Until recent years ths
house stood asg our pictures show:. it,one of the most picturesque in all
Concord,with its original hip roof,huge chiﬁnies,small window panss and
six panelled front door-all sheltered by a fine old elm tree.It has been
80 ruthlessly rebullt that it is no louger recognizdble as the anclent
houge on the anclent road which led to Hale's Point and the Kimball fer=
ry acrogs the Merrimack ri+ .. to Sugsar Ball.

When Richard HWerbert came to Rumford from Salisbury in I752 to
carry on his trade of shoe making,he caused séme merriment on the village
street by investimg $IO0%in a two acre lot for which the Propricstorg had
hitherto been unable to find a purchaser.It was a saﬁdy hillock congid-
ered -to be quite worthless,but -Herbert proceeded to build his house
there,a little to the north of the site of w&lliam Barker's log cabin
of piloneer days.To this home,in f?ﬁ?,Richard Herbert brought his bride,
Hannah Hall of Bradford,Mass.and there they prospered.Eight years later
he gold "my Héme Place on which my‘now dwelling House and my Barn stands"
to David Hall,"cordwainer'who was,presumably,a relative of Mrs.Herbert's.

Then the Herberts moved to their new house on the ferry road and
there they prospered.Eventually the family holdings extended along the
street from the site of No.236 No.Main St. gouthserly to %hgﬂ&%%—&aé&é-
2/4;/Vo./ﬂair‘ASfT .The deed of the lot where the Herbert
house stands refers to the"Highway two rods broad through theusd Lott
to Hale's Point",and also to the fact that a certain Robert Blood had
lately"erected a Malt House" on the place.This is our first mention of
malt making in Rumford.A generation ago the North End knew the old ferry

road as"Herbert's Lane",for the family occupied the ancestral house unti

the present gensration.

% In 1947 FL!’L‘Y St wa s bledked Br an add) Kon o fhs f?uqu.cf:\ %@5.
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The good folk who scoffed at Richard Horbert's purchase of the

$10.sandy hilllock where he built his first house, would have found it

)J'

impossible to believe that a century later(I854)that sams lot would be
gold for$6,000.to Merrimack County for the building of our Court House.
The old house standing there was purchased by Reuben Foster and moved

to the south corner of No.State and Fosgster Sts.to become the nucleus of
Fosterville.There it gstands today as pictured,one of Concord's few houseg
of the colonial period. ’

Land on the south side of the ferry road which later became Herbert
property was,In I766,the homestead place of Ephraim Carter.In 1772,"Eph=
raham Carter,Concord,yeoman”"deeded this home place to his sons,Daniel
and Ezekiel :"Whole of my Homestead" with its house and barn,being bound-
ed on the north hy "Neals (sic)point Road so Called." Thus did the Reg-
istrar of Deeds at Exeter translate "Hale's Pgint".

The tanyard on the brook which crossed the highway Just below
present Pltman St.,was an important industry in town and its propristor
was Jeremiah Sbbot(b.I744) one of Nathaniel Abbot's sons.He soon sold
a half share of the business to '‘Benjamin Eastwman,son of Joseph Eastman
(4) .Benjamin had come to Rumford about I749 and lived on the site of
No.I86 No.Maln St. His youngest sgon,Edmund,graduated from Dartmouth

college in I793,taugnt school in Concord for two years and then took a

pastorate in Limerick,Me.

/

Farming was Concord's main occupation but there was a large indus-
try in masting.The King's broad arrow marked for the Royal Navy,the
finest of the first growth pines 1in our forests and Reuwben Kimball(mI730
and Lieut.John Webster vied with each other as famous mast masters.The
best mast timber was cut on the Contoocook river in the viecinity of Mast
Yard where it was rolled into the river and floated down to the Merri=m
mack.In later years the logss were cgllected at the Borough above the

new dams and carted overland to the Merrimack below Sewall's falls.Af-
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the Revolution had freed our forests from claims of a King,masting dew
veloped int&}umbering operations which produced wealth for generations

of Concord men.

The masting businesgss was a ﬁighly specialized one.During the win-
ter months,Reuben Kimball would take a force of men, twenty or more yoke
of oxen with wood sleds,and camp 1n the woods.Various groups were assigpn<
ed to speclal work:"Swampers'cleared ths way;"Peelers"stripped the bary:
"Teamsters"drove the oxen and two"Tailsmen" guarded the hind feaﬁ}est at
any time the tongue of the sled in déscending a steep pitch,should run
96 high as to 1ift the oxen by their yoke.Should that happen,the "Pails-
men"seized the tail of the ox and dragged him outward so that the tongue
of the sled ag it dropped inte place might not strike and injure the an-
imal.

After the ice went out in the spring and the masts had been float-
ed down river,CaptfReuben returned to the gambrel roofed house at Sugar
Ball,opened his ferry and farmed the fettile acres on the plaivi where
Indian tribes had warred in bygene days.He and his wife had a family of
fourteen children-the oldest born in I756.It was a family traimed in
revarence,in faith,in civic regponsibility:a family\preyared to carry
on <¢fia pioneer tradibion in Concord.

The end of the French and ;ndiaﬁ wars found the younger géenera-
tion in Concord restless for change and adventure.As a result there¢ wes
a ;onsiderable exodug of young men tg the country of the Pigwacket tribg
along the Saco river.There they pioneered in the towns of Cenway in our
state and in Fryeburg in Maine.Nineteen of these young men aré listed
as Frygburg settlers and nine 1in Conway,so that our local nameé of

Bradley,Eastman;Fhrrington,Merrill,McMillan,Osgood and Walker became

establishad in those new townsg.

These former members of Parson Walker's flock still depended upon

him for pastoral service and from time to time,dr.fialker or his-son
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Tim®+ made visits to Pigwacket to‘preach,go officiate at weddings and

to baptize bables born in those frontier towns.The journsy took rather
more than three days and was by way of“Kﬁmnebumk,Me.In the year I765,

Tim°*

Walker sgpent the weeks from July Ig9 till.Sept°3 with the Pigwacket
folk.Tt was in I766 ihat his father made his last recorded trip to this
very remote part of his parish,travelling ths reugh,hilly roads where,
for more tﬁan fifty mlles on a stretch,thers was no habitation.Shortly
after that the Plgwacket ploneers established their own church after the
pattern of the one in Concord.

Concord wag still,primarily,a community of farmers.For years to
coms there continued to ¥e sizable farms along our main street and the
young men in 1lncreasing numbers,wsnt out to clear and cultivate the
land on the surrounding hills.Little by little the trade in the town
grew, but ;t'was the character and enterprise and thrift of her farmer

citizens which was the egsential factor in the growth and progress of

our town for yearsg to come.



