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French and Indian Wars

I754-1762
When,An I765,the New Hampshire fAssembly reluctantly passed an act of in-

corporation for Rumford,it gave one last vicious stab to the pride of
our town,by defining her as a "Parish in the Town of Bow." In due time,
however,this "Parish" was given the name of Concord in token,so it is
gaid,of the never-failing unanimity of purpose with which our forefath-
ers had met the persecution of their government.With the new name came
an irritating change in town lines which was méde in deference to the
¢claim of Bow upon two triangular additiong‘to the original rectangle
of Pennycook Plantation.One of these triangles was on the east boundary,
the other on the south and both were known as"Bow Gores."The sudden as-
signment of the Gores to Bow complicated both town and school affairs
and served to promote confusion until I804 when,by act of Legislature,
they were regtored to Concord.

€oncord's first town meeting~- the first in the community since
I749- was held on Jan.2I,I766 and temporary town officers were chosén
to serve until -the reguiar town meeting in the following March.At that
latter date,Dr.Ezra Carter was chosen moderator and Benjamin Rolfe,Esq.
was electea town clerk.Once more the town was fres to leyy taxes and
thus provide for its Minister's salary,its schools and other town ob-
ligations.Puring the years since the last apprgpriations for schoqlsf
there.had been a healthy growth in child population and,moreover,a déf-
inits exodus of families from the village street to the farms on the
outlying hills of ths township.As a result of these new ¢onditions,it
was voted that?school should be kept "on the essterly gide of the rive?,
2 gecond on the Contooéook(Boscawen)road and 2 third in the vicinity
of thas mills on Turksy river,for so long a period as the rates coliact—
ible in each neighborhood might warrant.These schools éaaéd to the

one long since established midway the main street,indicate the first

expansion of the town.
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While Rumford was carrying the burden of ths Bow controversy, war
was renewed between England and France with its inevitable threat to
the frontier towns of New England.It wag during his second trip to Lone
don that the Miniéter writing to his wife's brother in Woburn,said:

"The fate of Europe ,as to peace or war,as yet remains
ddubtfgl.Vigorous preparations have been made and still are
making;but many are confident matters will subgide;but I expect,
at least,that the poor frontiers in New-England will have a
troublesoﬁe summer.I am in pain for my family ag well as @th-~
er friends expoged."

In anticipation of such need, the ranger and secout service wag de-
veloped to 1ts famous efficiency under Robsart Rogere. and the Stark broth
erg,John and William of Defryfield(Manchester).Rumfopd men aplenty were
in this service and doubtless some of them helped to build,in ITS9,the

' ‘ . Number Four
much needed road through the wilderness of Vermont,fromfﬁvré (Charles-
town) to Crown Point.Until that was accomplished only Indian trails
werg available toward the west,in all the terfitory north oflthe Great
Road through Massachusetts to Albany. l i

lTroops_from New Hampshfre‘were seriously haﬁécapped by thislléck of
roads and by hazy notions of the geography of the country.In the early
summer of I755-the time when Mr.Walker in London felt such concern for
hig family,anc¢ expedition was ordered to C;}»wn Point to attack the
French fortifications.Our town raised a company of eighteen men and
Capt.Joseph Eastman,worthy son of Capt.Ebenezer,was in commend.¥With a
a complement of sixty-five men from this vicinity,his orders were to
proceed to the head waters of the Connecticut river in Coos,bulld a
fort there and then to march to the rendezvous at Crown Péint.This
wag suppossed to be a éirect route and it was fondly beliseved that the
trip could be made,for ths most part,by water.

So certaln of the soundness of this plan were the leaders that
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Capt.Easpman&s company in Col.Joseph Blanchard's regiment,was ordered

to encamp at the headwaterg of the Merrimack and there builld the bat-
teaux deemed egsentlial for the remainder of the tfip.There,@n the slte
of the clty of Franklin'tﬁe order was carried out and much time and
provisiong wasted.Then came an exhausting march through the wilderness

Numbsr )"‘"OUI‘ A
to/ﬁoTA(CharlestownlSeventeen or sightesn days after leaving the Merri-

mack, the company reached Desrfield,iless.whare they rsplenished supplies
and eight days later they managed to reach Albany.Therse rations of
bread,meazt, peas and"rhum" for eight days were issued and they marched
on to Lake Sacrament(the French name for Lake George) where they met
the enemy and fought.The eight day trip*was stretched to twenty-five
days while rum ran low and sugar,flour and molasses vanished.The serv-
ice of this company lasted from April to October.

Capt.Jbseph Eastman's younger brother,Nathaniel, took part in the
fight at Lake George and,although wounded in the knee,he continued to
fight until left almost alone.lLimping through the wqogs he was fortu-
nate in f£inding and rejoining his company.After his return to his Rum=-
ford home,hs proudly told how Dieskau,the French commander,wounded and
taken prisoner during this battle,said of the Americans:"In the morning
they fought like brave boys;at noon,like men;but in the afternoon,like
devils'"

/ 1Most of the men in this company later enlisted in the Rangers
where tough fibre,unconguerable spirit and experieumce in woodersft
were essential.The famous leader of the Rangers was Robert Rogers of
Mountalona in Dunbarton who,as a youth in his teens,began scouting
with Capt.Ladd.His earlier years had been spent in the woods amd in
familiar contacts with Indians.As he,himself,wrote:"I could hardly
avoid obtaining some knowledge of the manners,customs and language of
thhe Indians,as many of them pesiéed in the neighborhood and daily con-

versed and dealt with the Englisgh."
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Serving with distinction at Fort Edward,along the Hudson river and
at Lake George and Lake Champlain,Rogers recelved his commission as
capvtain this year of I755 when he was twenty-four years old.His genius
for scouting was recognized and the next year he was ordered to form an
independent company of Rangers to be paid by the King.This was the nu=-
clgus of the-famous Rogers Rangers in which nine companies were enrolled
ud%ﬂéjor Rogers. The boy who had travelled over the lonely trail from
MOuntalona to Rumford,to peddle his birech broems to housewives,thus be-
came the leader of gallant ﬁen ﬁh& play#d an important part in saving
North America to the British Crown.

Our picture shows Major Rogers in his Ranger‘uﬂiform.ﬁe was an
imposing figure whether in the forest with his Rangers or at Portsmouth
among the aristocrats of that proud little town,for he was"six feet tall
well-formed,fine looking and athletic."He was an elemental creature
with'great powers of endurance and a genius for leadership and devotioh1
to his men which led him to herole action.Hls virtues were compelling,
his vices tdéo many,but hisaccntfibution t6 American history must not be
digcounted by his forylsm during our Revoluiion.

The 3tarks were men of great experience in weoderaft and Indiap
encounter.In’ I752 with David 8tinson of Londonderry and Amos Eastman,of
the M111 Farm on Turkey river,they set out for a hinting trip on Baker's
river in the present tewn of Rumney.Peace having been declarsd,they
felt no alarm ypon meeting a party of ten Indians from St.Francis.As
evening drew on,John Stark went into the woods alone to look at his
traps:the Indlans followed him and took him captive.As time went on,
his companions felt alarm and started down river to éearch,William
Stark going with Stinson in a canoe while E%%E?%ﬁ walked along the riv-
er bank.Suddenly the Indians leaped out of’@mmumh,took Egstman captive
and shot at the .canoe killing gtingon whom they later stripped and

scalped.John Stark who was among the Indians,struck at a gun leyglled
at his brother and saved his 1life,so that he was able to escape in thse
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canoe.John Stark and Amos Eastman were carried north on & journey of
five or six weeks which ended at the Indian town of St.Francis thirty
miles north of Connecticut lakes.Thelr welcome consisted in their being
forced to run the gauntlet and young Ezgtman was brutally clubbed,but
Stark snatched a club from a warrior and beat his way through with 1it-
tle injury.His boldness brought him a measure of respect from his cap-
tors,but they sold Eastman to a French master.It was Masgachusetts
which accomplished the deliverance of the two hen by sending a delega-
tion of men to St.Francis to redeem them and bring them home by way of
Albany.

A number of Rumford men Joined Rogers Rangers,among them being
Abraham Bradley's grandson,Banjamin,who had just reached his majority.
He was in the famous attack at St.Francls which destroyed the village
and thus rid the Merrimack valley of fear of Indlan attack.The Rangers
marched from Ticonderoga over mountains and through swamp and forest.
Finding the Indians in the midst of a"wedding frolick",the Rangsers wait-
ed till dawn,when the village was deqp in drunken slesp,and then attack-
ed,killing about two hundrsd and burning the towm.Flve English prison-
ers were found in the village,quantities of plunder and,grim 1in its ev-
idence,gome six hundred scalps.Young Bradley led one of the attacking p
parties and charged the house where the dancing had taken place.As he
smashed in the door,its hinges gave way and he plunged headlong among
the sleeping savages,but before they could resist,all were killed.

Returning in November(I759) the Rangers,exhausted and destitute of
food, struck the Connecticut river at Upper Coos which they mistﬁok for
the Lower Coos(Haverhill) .Believing themselves well on thelr homeward
way, they separated into groups that they might better forage for food,
and Bradley with four or five cempanions,took a voint of compass which
he fa2lt confident would bring them to his father's house within three

days,if strength held out.None of the party ever reachsd home.Next
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spring hunters: in the location of present Jefferson,found a body which
was bellieved to be that of Benjamin B@adley;Stephen Hoit,son of Abner
Holt,wss a member of this group and during that spring his snuff box
engraved with his name was found beslide a little plke of clothing on an
island in Winnepesaukee.

Better fortune attended David Evans of Rumford who was in the

group which Rogers himself,led down the Connecticut to Numper Four.It
was a journey of tragic suffering with starvation so dreadful that he

and others,weré reduced to éating the flesh of those who perlshed by the
way.Rogers's devotion to his men during this awful march was one of the
fine and manly attributes of his strange career.

Another veteran of the Rengers was"Bill1"Phillips,part Indian and
part French,or possibly Dutch.With Rogers at Lake Champlain and lake
George,he was also in the St.Francis fight.On the return trip Maj.Rogers
ordered him to lead a party of Rangers to Crown Point and he reached
that goal without loss of a single man.Thelr hardships are fecorded
1ﬁ Rogers's Journal,hiéinger reducing them to chewing the straps of their
knapsacks and eating lumps from their tallow candles.

William Phillips(b.about I719)seems to have lived at Northfield
immediately following the war and there followed his trade as blacksmith.
Then he moved to the nelghborhood of East Concord,perhaps because he
knew the Eastmans who were Rangers,and for several years he lived at the
gouth corner of present Shawmut St.on an acre and a half of land.This
place is described as being part of the northeast corner of Capt.Eben-
ezer 'Eastman's Mill Farm with a frontage of twenty-five rods on the
Canterbury road,and on it was a small house and a barn.In I776 Ebenezer
Egstman Jr.sold the place to Phillips and about that time Ebenezer's
daughter ,Eleanor, was\married to Phlllips.The marrlage took place at the
nearby tavern of Lieut.John Chandler and there is a hint of}ggnsational

in the record that it was on"a forged license."The ceremony was per-
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formed by a Jjustice of the peace,Esq.Samuel Fowler of Boscawen,who had
married the aunt of Eleanor,the widow of Dr.Ezra Carter.

Phillips added to his land emough atres to make a gsmall farm and
he ran a smlthy near hig house.The romance,if romance it were,was brisf.
In I784 the home was broken up and Phillips sold the place.The original
deed 1s in the N.H.Historical Society,signed thus:

"William Phillips
Her
Eleanor X Phillips
Mark "

It was the time of the Shaker hysteria in Concord and converts had been
holdiﬁg meetings with their religious"dancesin the Phillips home.Elea-
nor was a devotee but"Bill" refused to join in,so hig wife left and,
with her sister, jolned the Shaker colony in Canterbury where she died
more than thirty‘years later.lganwhile,"B111" Phillips, sturdy old Ranger,
degenerated and died a pauper,allegedly a2 hundred years old,in I8IS.

Eleanor's breother,Stilson Eastman,was only ninesteen when he fought
as a Rangsr under Lieut.John Stark at Ticonderoga.In his later years-he
used to tell how Maj.Rogers,twice wounded in the battle,ﬁas forced to
give over comnmand to Lieut.Stark and advised him to retreat.Eagtman
heard Stark shout:I'll shoot the first man who retreats and I'll fight
t111 dark*" Even as he spoke,a ball shattered his gun,but he Jumped at
a falling Fren%han,seized the enemy gun and continued the.fight.Another
tale of Eastman's concerned the cow kept for the benafit ef Gen.Amherst,
éritish commander af Crown Point.One day she strayed away and Stilson
found her to the vast relief of the Feneral who rewarded him by order-
ing that Eastman's canteen be filled with milk.As Stilsoh told the sto-
ry,ﬁe gaw to it that the cow was 1nduced»to wander frequently,with sat-
igfactory results to himself.

During tus Revolution Stilson Bastman saw service and brought

home as a trophy of Burgoyne's surrendsr,a beautiful Hessian rifle which

he contrived to substitute for hls own after ths enemy sbacked arms.
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Returning from the latter war,it was voted by the Proprietors in Decem-
ber I78I,that he be allowed to pitch his lot on the common land opposite
present Clinton St. in East Concord,where he had previously made a set«
tlement.Unfortunately his was "not a strictly sober 1life"and disaster
befel him in the loss of his farm.In his old age he and his wife moved
to Rumford,Me.to live with a son,and there he became converted under the
preaching of a missionary.When ninsty yearé old he would ride to meeting
with his devoted wife on the pillion behind him.ge lived into his one
hundredth year,but counted his age only from that day when he was"born
again" out of a reckless life into a newlife of Christian faith and peacs

Daniel Abbot,son of Bea.Beorge Abbot,had memorable experienées with
the Indians.At the age of eighteen he enlisted for the Crown Point expe-
dition(1756)whéa—he—w&s—e&gﬁ%&eﬁ-yea%ﬁ—e}é:Three years later he enlisted
again ané marched with his corps to join the army at Quebec.During his
first enlistment he was takeh captive,but being a lusty youth,he entered
into evefy activity which §h§ warriors considered manly.So cleverly did
he 1mitate the Indians that’ghey offered to adept him and train him to
be 2 chlef and,having thus won their confidence,it was eas& to make his,
escape.Winter came and the savages had amongst thelr plunder,several
pairs of skates which they could use but clumsily.The camp lay on Lake
Champlain and Daniel besought them to let him try the ice,prétending as
he fastened the skates that he wag as clumsy as they.Watching carefuily
unﬁii he saw that their attentlon was distracted,he speeded away behind
a point of land and,putting forth every bit of his strength,escaped.
Reaching the southern end of the lake,he made his way safely to Albany
and thence returnsd to his Concord home.

During hie gsecond entlistment,when the comvany was near the Canadian
border,Daniel and a fellow soldier were detailed for scout duty.They
ran into a party of Indians who brutally killed his companion before

Daniel's very eyes.He,himself,was taken captive to an Indian village



with all boldness and with success.The chlef who had lost his owrn son,
adopted Baniel,but unfortunately,he was forced again and again to wit-
ness horrible torture of white prisoners whom he was unable to protect.
At ths end of a year he was sold with other captives to the French,and
by them exchanged for French prisoners held by the English.Daniel Abbot's
sedate record as a farmer 1in West Parish belongs to a later chapter.
Another member of Rogers's Rangers was John Shute,son of pioneer
Jacob Shute.In I760 he and Jogeph Eastmen 3rd volunteered with two oth-
er gcouts to carry despatches from @en.Amherst at Crown Ppint,to Gen.™
Murray at Quegbec-a five hundred mile Journey through the wilderness.
Early %n the trip there¢ was disaster when,in attempting to cross a river
by means of hastily built rafts,one outfit was swept over falls and
through long rapids.The two men on this raft,stripped and £wam for their
lives but lost all their clothing and provisions and equipment.Shute
and his companion ,Eastman,divided their c¢lothing and food to shars with
the unfortunates,ana then all four held a parley to declde whether to
continue the mission or return.

They declded to push on and for days the travelling was weary,
through swampy ceuntry and on short rations.Finally on a Sabbath morn -
ing, they heard church bells and following the sound,they saw from am-
bush,Canadian villagers going to a Catholic chapel.Waiting ti;l the
gervice had begun,the famished Rangers slipped out of concealment and
raided the empty houseg for food.Folleowing a foot path through the woodé
they came upoﬁ a log house of some pretension and breaking into it,they
found a huge chest full of elegant dresses.Impishly they helped them-
selves and put some of the gowns to gooa use.John Shute contrived a
frock fér himself and took another dressg of finest silk which he later

brought home to Concord.Ths like of 1t was never befors seen in tha

town.
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Foraging as they tramped,the Rangers finally came to the top of a
high hill and for the first time gazed upon the great St.Lawrénee river.
Near at hand,they saw also a large sncampment of regulars but could not
determine whether it was friend or foe.One of ths Rangers risked his
life by golng alone to a sentinel and,with great joy,féund him to be a
British soldier.Thse-four Rangers were.received with utmost hospitality
and sent by boat on the twenty mile trip dowr river to Quebec.Arriving
at night,thgys slept om the kitehém floor &t Gen.Murray's headquarterg
until the morningfbrgught’the-opporpunity to deliver thelr despatches
in peérson to the General.Ordersd to wait until the army movéd on to
Montreal,when mbéy arrived in %hat town they found Maj.Rogers and their
ownn corns and witnessed the final gurrender of Canada to the Britlsh on
Sept.8,I760.The long and cruel struggle for supremacy in North America
wag at an end.

After sach thrilling experiences,John Shute returned to his fathe;s
farm which.extended along the north side of pregent Wast St. from the
main street to the Country road(now South St.)He married Knma Colby,the
devghfer of Lot Colby at Eleven Lgté and perhaps the bride wore the
French silk gown at the wedding.John Shute inhskited the farm and there
the couple raised a family of nine children.He was a steady;hard-work-
ing citizen,but now and then hig o0ld love of the woods selzed him and,
aione except for his dog,he made long hunting trips through northern
New~England. N

Shute's companion Ranger,?oseph Eagtman 3rd(b.Salisbury,Mass,1720)
geems to havé moved to Boscawen before their mission t® Quebec.Following
the Tndian attack at Stevenstown(Franklin) when Mrs.Call was massacred,
Fastman entered gervice under Col.Blanchard that very year of I754.
Three years later he enlisted in the Rangers and served until the end

of the Indian wars.”e married Elizabeth Jackman and in I758 she bore

nim a son,William,who was an early settler at Horse-hill.A gecond wife
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wag Abilgall Eagtman,daughter of Joseph,Jr.,and in I769 or theresbouts
they retnrned to Concord where Pea. Hastman dled in I8I5 at the age
of ninety~five.In that day and generation the various Joseph Eastmans
had much ado to preserve thelr ldentlty and even after his death,his
relict was known as "Widow Peacon Joseph Eastman'.

One last tragicyevent élosed Rumford's experience with this era
of war, wheh a soldier named Nutter,seeking his howe aftér distant ser-
vice,reached the Contoocook river at Mast Yard.Weakened by starvation
so that he csuld no longer crawl,hs managed to collect a few sticks-
of drift wood awdrelung to them in an attempt to float down river.
Beloy Hread Cove he crawled ashore,perhaps lured by smoke from a
farmhow;a ahmmngy on Carter hill.Struggling on until utterly exhaust-
ed he then lay dowyumder 3 1ittls bank to die.Some good Samaritan
found him and ecgrried him up the steep hill to Emeeh Webster's house
which s£ood near present four corners on Carter hill.Life was too
far spent and the soldier died,A little brook ow the farm of Lara
Abbot 1m the neighboarhood,wss Lhereafter called Natter brook. -

Only a few of the Rumford med who maéls. brave contribution to
the victory of England over France are mentloned hers by name.Bouton
iists others and some ars unrescorded,but the service of all enters
into the sum total of wvalor and devotion which provided an inheritance

for succeeding generations.



