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Thé dread of Indian attack,never long absent from the mind of blo-
neer New England,first kindled into alarm in Rumford,in I73%9 when news
arrived that England had declared war against Spain.For nearly thirty «
years there had bsen official psace in Burope during which the old‘fiy-
alry for supremacy in Amsrica had bsen held in truce.But with Englaﬁd'gﬂ
declaration of wap,France took the ¥ffensive and sent two squadrons to“
the Wegt Indies to prevent British encroachment in South America.This
wag dread news for New England for it meant attack from our northern
border.The F¥rench in Canada always placated the Indians who, in return,
waited only the call to plunder the English in our colonies.ihe village
of St.Franclg,convenient to the border,was the stronghold of the scat-
tered tribes of formerly powerful Indians who once dominated New Eng-
land.

There was good reason for the vote at Rumford town meeting in this
year of I739-"That there shall be a good and suﬁfigient garrison about
the Rev.Mr.Walksr's dwelling house,as soon as ma??conveniently;at the
town's cost® A grant of five pounds was voted to Barachias Parnum to
build "a flanker to defend his mills."There is no record of overt act
on part of the Indians at this time,and it seems prokable that fear was
allayed and no further steps taken toward defence.The townsfolk took- -
every advantage of thils peace,clearing more land,replacing log cabins .
Qith "mansion houses and out-houses,barns and fences".Their dream for
Rumford was comlng true.

Suddenly fear gstruck again when,in I744,France declared war a-
gainst England.Immediately upon arrival of this news,Rumford citizeuns
signed a petition drafted by their Minister and addressed to the Gene-
ral Assembly of New Hampshire,setting forth thelir exposed and defence-
less position and praying for military protection.A facsimile of this

patition which Benjamin Rolfe carried to the Agsembly,ls of interest
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bscause 1t bears the signatures of thoss men of Rumford whose faith and
courage during ensulng years,kept our town intact against great odds.

Neither thls petition nor any of ﬁhe several which followed 1t
brought material resvonse from the government of our province,a?g'sq an
anvpeal wag sent to Masgsachusetts on the ground that defence of;ﬁﬁé.uﬁﬁap
Merrimack valley waps a necesgslity for that province.lt was Massachuseffs“
which sent the firgt military aid to Rumford.This negligence on part of
tha New Hampshire government was in harmony with its persiétent attituds
towarc out town.Since the District #fict of IT7T42 which incorporated Rum-
ford and other Massachusgetts settlements ags New Hampshire towns,none of
these towns had been allowed represgsentation in the Assembly.Rumford paid
taxes faithfully under the new orde? and,sncouraged by an ordsr from the
royal Governor and his Council,élected ?enjamin Rolfe as the town's res-
regentative.But the Assembiy happened to be at oddg with Gov.Wentworth
and took this oopportunity to gpite hi; by refusing to gsat Rolfe and the
repressntatives from four other towns in like situation.This injustice
wag continued for years to come.

Entirely neglected by thelr government,the townsfolk of R&mford
turned to the task of defending themselves by building garrisons at their
own expense.lMeanwhile New England planned a daring attack upon the French
stronghold of Louisburg at Cape Breton and Capt.Ebenezer Zastman headed™
a cogpdny of volunteers from this vicinity who enlisted for the~é§§edi—
tgon.A number of Rumford men served in this company but the names of
very few of them are recorded:Nathaniel Abbot and Isaac,hls younger
brother,Seaborn Peters®s son,Obadiah, and a pan named Chandler.The comp-
any left Rumford March I,IT744(0.3.) and took part in the brilliant as-
sault which resulted in thes fall of Louisburg in June following.In Nov-
bmber Capt.Eastman returned homa,reporting the loss of Isaac Abbot killed

and Chandler dead from disease during the campélgn.

The immediate result of the Louisburg victory was reprisal in-form
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ofthe dreaded Indian raids.Rumford men organized a small company of mil-
itia in command of Capt.Nathaniel Abbot and Gov.Wéntwortg granted au-
thority to Capt.John Chandler (holding commisgsion in 24 Company 6th
Regiment Provincial Militia)to méintain a company of scouts in and a-
réund Rumford.The first oytside relief was a small detachment of militia
from Andover and Billerica sent by Massachusetts in I745.According to
the VWinister's diary,such milisia men were fréquently quartered &t his
housetprobab%x injthe unfinished main part.During the following winter
aéét;Joﬂﬁ Géff; of Bedford had thirty-seven scouts ranging this valley,
among them these Rumford men:Samuel Bradley,Jq@n Webster, Ebenezer Bast-
man,Jr.and his cousin,Joseph Eastman.(3rd)

Plenty of Indians wereg prowling around waiting the chance to
attack and military protection was tob scanty for peace of mind.In
March I746,8enjamin Rolfe,clerk,wgs instructed by the Proprietprs to
carry their precious records to Wewbury,Mass.,"or any other town where
he shall judge they may be kept safes#." The local Indians remained
peaceable although there must have been apprehension lest they be swept
into the savage lust for killing.That they kept the peace was largei§4
due to consistent friendliness and fair dealing prgcticed by the Minls-
ter's household.

Such consideration must have taxe@ the patience of the Minister
and the courage of his wife.At a time when Mr.Walker was absent from
home a party of warriors decided to camp for the night in the dooryard.
Mrg.Walker did not demur,but the keen-eyed chlef saw that she was dis-
comfited."Minister's wife afraid",he remarked and then with real gal- -
lantry,he collected all the guns and delivered them to her for keeping
until their departure the following day.Neither did Mrs.Walker enjoy
the Indian habit of borrowing hersmall son,Timothy,for a day's visit
to neighboring wigwams;but he,boy fashion,delight=d in the experience

coming back home proudly decked in war paint and feathesrs.Certain of
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hogoitality at the Walker home, the Indians in return,treated the family
with unvarying courtesy.

As danger increased,Rumford men proceeded tc their defence "by}aac
gsembling together by common agreement,as many famllies as conveniently
could,and first erecting a fort or garrison sufficieﬁt to contaln them,
and then building within the same a house for each family to screen
them from the inclemency of ths weather;and all this they did at theilr
own expense".(Deposition I757.Isaac Chandler and Jacob Pilsbergy)The
only gesture of help from the government of WNew H;mpshire wag the offi-
clal consent given by the Governor for the maintalnence of these garfi-
gons.

These forts were built of hewn logs piled flat upon each other,
with the ends fitted into grooved corner posts.The walls were built to
the height of the house thus ®enclosed and a sentry box was bullt at
each corner wherein a sentry’%as always on guard.On January 28,I746,
the Minister wrote in his diary:"Began to haul Fort Timber",and on
May 23;24,"Joseph Pudney &als built their chimneys" and on May 28-
'"Joseph Pudﬁey and Ob® Foster moved into y® houses" The accompanying
drawing falthfully depicts the Walker garrison with the Minister's
house and cabins for the eight families quartered there.The simple fur-
nishings of their homes were moved into these cablins and there,sheltered
by the heavy log walls,ths people lived for the better part of three
’xears.

‘ Officilal approval for the three outlying garrisons and the four
along the village street,bears the date of May I5,$746.Garrigons pro-
vided in earlier years by Dea.®sorge Abbot,Edward Abbot and James Osgood
were not approved,but these men were psrmitted to keep their families

in their own homes for the tims being]since thers was no provision for
them in the other garrisons"and the season of the year so much deman&j

ing their labor for thelr necessary support that renders it difficult
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forfthem to move immediately." For,im;spite of the fact that a month
earlier the savages had selzed Woodwell's garrison near Tyler's in Hop-
kintonyand carried away elght people captive,Rumford men were planting
their corr and beans,rys and flax as usual.The accompanying map drawn

in later years by Philip Carrigain,shows how far the fields were from
the main street and the prdtection of the garrisonsg.Work in these fields
was & daily hazard as men well knew,for this month of May sagjggn killed
in Boscawen,and in June a man in Canterbury was scalped and another taks
en cavptive.

The strain of continual watch and guard was broken now and then
by Jokes and laughter.Apphia Farrington,worthy damghter of the hardy
Bradley stock,went one dayeto the field where her husband,Stephen,and
other men were mowing.According to custom these dangsrous days,their
gung were stacked close by,but,contrary to rule,no one stood guard.
Having finished their mid-day lunch,all the men lay in the shade of a
tree peacefully napping.The goodwife determined to teach them 2 lesson,
gso she quietly picked up a gun and fired.The rebound nearly xnocked her
off her feet,but the fright of ths men was ample reward to Mrs.Farring-
ton.

Every able-bodied man in town took hig turn scouting and the Min-
ister sent to Andover for a new gun,reputed to be the finest in Rumford .
There were frequent warnings of trowble during those éummer days and
%ights— and the Minister's diary notes:"Alarm over y° River on account
of Indians being éeeri *-’*Z‘xlsg:cas Hall(Nrs.Eh*m&#)saw an Indian at nightt
**% George Haﬁxiay abroad and saw six Indians."Often the town wag wak-
ened at night by guns in surrounding woods,and waited with anxious
heart for the dawn.

During this summer of I1746,Dr.Ezra €arter had a narrow escape
from Indian foes.He had cut the hay in hig field and gathered 1t 1nto

"winnows" .During the night a party of savages hid in the hay intending
v MR - Ca. 369 )
X Prebibly Georoe Mull tn b\u_\'\ne,y Qaprison, Hall ozcer aomn
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to attack him upon his return in the morning;but a storm of rain broke
before daylight and continﬁed for several days preventing work in the
hayfield.After peace was restored,one of the Indians visited Rumford
and told Dr.Carter of the plot,saying that the Indians concluded that
the Great Spirit had sent the raln to protect the good doctor. '
Under conditions of ever present danger,the men and women of Rum=
ford kept to their accustomed tasks and life continued as nearly normal
as falth and high courage could sustain 1t.Thers was marrying this year
of I746,and a considerable number of babies first saw ths light in the
little cabins within the garrisons.Death in”a peaceful way,came now and
again.Sometimes a daring visitor made the trip intd town,or a venture-
gome youth rode to Andover and brought back news of another expedition
to Canada.Capt.Ebenezervﬁastman went to Canada again-perhaps with this
second expedition-for,on July I0,the Minister records in his diary-
"Capt.Eastman returned from Cape Ereton." ‘

Among the families from outlying towns who took refuge in our
garrisons were thé two famllies from Dunbarton.Some years earlier,James
Rogers and Joseph Pudney of Léndonderry had gone on a hunting trip into
the wilds.They came upon a large meadow cleared by beaver,and found 1t
a tempting place for piloneering.It ig still a lovely place,lying on the
gsouthwest slope of a high hill,well-shelteréd from north winds,open to
ghersun,fertile and grassy-In I739 or 40,Rogers and Pudney moved to
"Great Meadow",built their cabins and became the first settlers in Dun-.
barton:Because it reminded him of the home of his youth in far-away
lreland,James Rogers named the place Mountalqpa.

A path was made through the woods and spotted trees marked the
trail to,the mills on Turkey rivef/for it was there the ploneers brouglh
their corn to be ground.Suddenly the peaceful,secluded 1lifs of Mounta-

lona wag invaded by terror when scouts brought warning that Indians

were abroad,and urged lnstant flight.One housewife was cooking'@upper;’
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the other was<churning butter;but everything was left and the families

fled to Rumford in the gathering darkhess.Next day theimen returned for
their cattle only to find them lying dead %hsre the savages had struck

them down.The cabins were smoking ruins and the young orchard had been’
hacked down except for one lone apple tree.

Untll I749,James Rogers gnd hisg family lived in a Rumford garrison
except for his son,Robert,who was off scouting and developing those re-
markable gifts which made him the famous leadsr of the Rangers and evene
tually the deliverer of our valley from all Indian foes.Joseph Pudney
(probably the father of other Pudneys in Rumford garrisons)lived with
his wife in the garrison at Eleven Lots.One day he started odt carrying
a bottle of beer to men working in nearby fields when an Indian shot
from ambush and shattered his arm.Dropping the beer,he fled to shelter
permanently crippled so.that he was unfit for active scout duty.May 28,
I748,Gov.Wentworth granted his petition to be "posted as a garrison sole
dier®? After the years of exile,Rogers and Pudney returned to Mountalona
and rebuilt their hémes and the cellar holes may still be found in "Great
Meadow."Obadiah Fogter of Rumford joined the group and it is probable
that Robert Rogers sometimeg lived at his father's home between campalgns.

The climax of two anxious years came to R&mford in mid-gummer of
I746.In July even the New Hampshire authorities began to fesl concern fox
the town and its nelghbors and Capt.Ladd of Exeter was ordered thither
with a force of fifty militiamen.They did scout duty in the neighborhood
and,their asslignment belng ended,returned to Exeter on furlough.On August
5 they re-assembled to march north again,but at Massabeslic two days later
they found the trail of a dozen or more savages and Capt.lLadd with thir-
ty of his men turned to follow the trail toward Chester.The other men un-
der Lieut.Jonathan Bradley proceeded to Rumford where a part of the group
remained while the others went on to Canterbury.lieut.Bradley,thirty yeare

0ld,was the son of Abraham Bradley.Me had married an Exeter girl,sold his
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land in Rumford and then removed to Exster.It was a Sabbath day ,August
101, . when Capt.Danlel Ladd'marched into Rumford with his detachment of
militlia,bringing ease of mind to ankious town folk.

According to invarlable custom,Rumford men and their familieg went
to the log meeting-house that Sabbath morning.The main street was a
quiet place as befitted ths Lord's Day,but its silence was further em-
phasized by the abandoned houses.It 1s a grim main street in retrospect,
with its log forts and gentrlies on guard.The big gate of the garrison
at the Minister's house opems wide and ths families march out in orderly
file and down the dusty highway.The Minister carries his fine new gun
in the crook of his arm and his Bible in his hand,whils the other men
march guarding the women and children.From each gerrison similar groups
march quietly to enter the meeting-house,wﬁére the men sgtaek their guns
about a center post.But the Minister keeps his own gun handy in the puie-
pit.

On that particular Sabbath day there were foes in hiding who knew
the Sabbath day habits of the townsfolk.It seems evldent that a consid-
grable force of savages had closed in near the meeting-house intending
to attack whlle the pebple'were gathered at service.During that service
Abligail Carter,ths doctor's sister,let her eyes stray to the open door
and across the highway,she saw an Indian's feather-decked head in an
alder thicket.So strong was the dlscipline to reverence that she made
no outery but waited till close of the meeting.Another group of Indlans
was seen that day in bushes near the corner of present No.State and
Franklin Sts.,but,aware of the presgence of militia,they delayed attack.
Meanwhile the people marched back to their garrigsons unmolested and the
savages thwarted,awai%ed the opportunity to vent their lust for killing.

Monday wasg grinding day at Turkey river mlll and early that morn-
ing,Lieut.Bradley and five other men set out for the Jonathan Eastman

garrison.In the party were Obafiah Peters,militia man ¥mCapt.Nathamiel
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Abbeﬁ{s company,who was antlclpating a visit with his family at the gar-
rison:Samuel Bradley,brother of Lieut.Jonathan,ahd Willlam Stickney,
gon of Jeremiah Stickney,who,being a lad in his teens,was perhaps car-
rying grist to the mill.Sergeant Alexander Roberts and militiamen,ibhn
Lufkin,John Bean and Daniel @ilman complsted the party and it is under-
gtood that some of the msn"rid double on horses.”

50 used were the people to alarms that,in spite of the knowledge
that Indians were iIn the neighborhood,there sesms to have been little
apprehengion as the men set put on this trip.Indeed,when Daniel Gilman
slghted a hawk,he ran sahead blithely hoping to bring 1t down witﬁ his
gun,as he afterward explained.This wopld indicate that he may not have
bedn a militia man.Gllman,some sixty rods in advance,heard three shots
but felt no special alarm,thinkling his ecompanions had sighted game.He
did,however,take the precaution to climb a rige of ground to look back.

To hisg horror,&ilman saw the Indians attacking and heard Lieut.
Bradley shout-"Lord,have mercy on me:——ﬁfght?"%n a ‘moment his gun went
off,and three more guns of our men's were shot,and then the Indians
rose up and shot a volley,and run out into the path,and making all sort

of howling and yelling#****".* yYoung Gilman"did not stay long to see 1t"

but ran to give the alarm.

The garrison at Turkey river was less than a mile beyond and the
gun shots were warning there.A post was sent to the village street where
bgcause"the wind walpnt fair to Qear?tha people were ignorant of the trags
edy4Such was the delay in summoning the militia that a search for the
foe wasg of little avail,for the cowardly savages,estimated at not less
than fifty,and perhaps as many &as a hundred-‘had fled in such haste
that their packs were left behind.

John Lufkin and Obadiah Peters were killed before they had a chance

#Heport of Danlel Gilman 1n Journal of Abner Clough,clerk of
Capt.Ladd's Company(Bouton)



VIIf, IO
to fight.Lieut.Bradley gallantly rushsd into the midst of the Indilans
and fought at close quarters until he was literally hacked to death.
His brothsr Samuel was shot ag he advanced to fight and €hot a second
time as he struggled forward.John Bean and John Lufkin evidently had
no chance to fight before they wers killed.Alexander Roberts and young
William Stickney were carried captiv@ to Canada

When the news arrived in Rumford,alarm guns were gsounded from gap-
rison to garrison and over on the Mguntain,Philip Eastman and,his wife
who had leftithelir children for‘the day in Grandsir Egstman's garrison,
heard the dread alarm.Saddling his horse with all speed,Mr.Eagtman rode
to the door and called-"Come,Abiah,lat us go!".She replied-"I am ready"
and,at a gsingle bound,sprung to the horse's back behind her husband.At
full canter they rode down to the fort and there they heard the tragic
news that Ablal's two brothers were among the victims. A ‘

In his vory old age,Reuben Abbot(b.I723),one of the sons of James
Abbot on Rattlesnake Phain,gave an account of that dreadful day,which
was taken down 1in writing by two of Samuel Bradley's grandsons.The doc-
ument tells that Reuben with Ablel Chandler,was "at work in the Fang,n
near Sugar Ball,making hay"when they heard the alarm of three guns from-
Parson Walker's fort.They ran to the garrison and found that the soldie%
on guard and as many other men ag could be spared,had gone to the scene
of the massacre.The two young men hurrieq after,taking a path through
‘the woods south of present Franklin St.,"and arrived at the spot where
the bodlies lay as soon as those who went around by the road."More than
seventy years had passed since'the tragedy,but Reuben Abbot described
the horror of the sight as if it had besn but yesterday. ‘

An ox-catt had been brought and in it the poor mangled bodies-

somé of thsm stripped of all clothing-were laid side by side to be tak-
en back to the village street.The men of Rumford were no weaklings,but

thare was not one wno was willing to drive this ghastly load.Flnally
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Reuben Abbot volunteered and the tragic procession slowly took its
way down the Mill road to the nearest garrison at James Osgood's house.
All the town gathered there and the strong reserve of those hardy men
and courageous women gave way.'There was a great multitude of memgwomen
and children collected to see the dreadful sight;they wept aloud.Moth-
ers 1lifted up thelr young children to see the dead bodies in the cart."
Samuel Bradley's wicow,Mary Folsom,held her little four year
old son,John,in her arms to looflon his mangled father.The child never
forgot the horror and,during all his childhood,he wasg haunted by fear
of the Tndians.His grandfather's faithful slave,Pompsey,was his constant
attenﬁant for this reason,and the little boy riding on black Pompey's
back was a familiar sight in Rumford during the next few years.Mrs.
Bradley and her two children continued to live at the Bradley place
until her second marriagse to Robert Calfe of Chsster.Left widow a sec-
ond time,she returned to Concord to livs with her grandson,Richard Brad-
ley at the homestead,unitil her own death seventy-one years after the
magsacre.In her last years she often talked of the husband of her youth
with great affection/and repeatad the phrases which he used in the last
family prayees offered that moruning of August II,IT46,together with the

*»

chapter from the Scriptures which he choée for that last morning's wor-
ship. . .

The day following thé massacre,two graves were prepared in the
Burying-ground; the Bradley brothers were buried in one and Lufkin,?eter§
and Bean in the other. The location cannot be identified positively,but
in later years,the shaft which now memorializes the victims,was erected
very near those graves.Upon a large tree near the spot of the massacre,
the initials of the five men were carved,buﬂ in time this tree was de-
stroyed.In I837,5amuel Bradley's grandson,Richard,erscted the granite
shaft which stands on the north side of Hopkinton road in the vicinity

of the actual site of the tragedy.
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One last service was randered when Abner Clough,clerk of Capt.Laddh
company of militia,paid th= bill w¥hich Jamnes Osgood ssnt for the fune—
ral expvenses:

"To bords'for making 5 coffins;and making of 5 coffinsi{ T .I0 §

To expense for drink for the peopel, I 00 O

In old tenor /7 ' L 2 100

<

Willlam Stickney was held capt®ve for a year and then escapedmwith
a friendly Indian,but the Indian arrived in Rumford alone with the tale
that Stickney had been drewned in crossing a river.The Indian was wear-
ing clothing which belonged to the youtg2%§he susplcion was felt as to
the actual facts.Roberts,the second of the captives,escaped and returned
to Rumford in I747,bringing the first intimate account of the massacre.
He declarad that four Indians were killed and a number seversly wounded,
two of whom died later.He claimed and collected a bounty for one of
these dead Indians by showing tﬁe rlace of his burial not far from the
place where the fight took place.The General Assembly made a grant to
Daniel Gilman and to the wldows or heirs of each victim of the massacre.
Indian depredatiops continued in the vieinity of Rumford b;t
continual vigilance prevented further loss of 1ife to townspeople.On
November 20,I746,the Minister's diary, records-"Our soldiers wers dis-
missed",for approaching wint®r brought relative safety from savage at-
tgck,in spite of the fact that only & few days befo}e/Dr.Carter had anoth
er narrow escape.A Mr.Estabrooks from Hopkinton came riding in haste to
summon him for sickness in hig family.For safsty the doctor's horse was
pastured near Dea.George Abbot's garrison,so the doctor walked down to
call him.But the horse refused to come to_ the bridle and Dr.Carter,kno@w
ing Sstabrooks's anxlely,waved to him and called-"Go on" .The man rode on
and shortly a gun shot was heard and a party hurrylng to investlgate,

found Egtabrooks dead near Rum hill.

Occasionally there were raids on outlying farms whose owners were
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living in garrisons.BenJamin Abbot had a large fleld of rye and Indians
watched,intending to kill the harvesters;but when'the day came the peo-
ple turned out in such force and finilshed-ths work so speedily that the
gsavages were outwitted.In revenge,as it would seem,they kllled cows and
oxen, sheep and horses in nearby pastures.lerry Bradley who lived a short
distance west of present St.Paul's,School,héa a fine field for fall gragz-
ing and,as Indian raids became less frequent,many of the village folk
paétured cattlé there.Again and again the Indjans stole the cattle un-
til the men of Rumford gathsred and marched in two well-armed parties to
the field.They walted in ambush for the savages to appear,but a gun went
off prematurely and frightened the raiders away .One Indian was mortally
wqunded and gome time later his body was found in a hollow log whither
he had crawled to die.

Loss af livestock, interruption of farm work during the summer sea-
son,expense of garrisgons and of scouting,made a financlal burden which
the men of Rumford-found digficult indeed,but"Notwlithstanding all these
discouragements they have stood their ground against the enemy;supported
themselves with all the necessariesg of life;and also yearly spared con-
gslderable quantities of provisions to the neighboring villages in the
gaid Province-which must have suffe;ed very much if they had not had
their assistance.And that they have been always ready,upon notice of
distress or danger among theilr nelighbors,during the war,to go to their
relief many times in considerable companles,to places at a grest distanée
all 8t thelr own expense." Such was the testimony of a deposition made
during the Bow controversy(IT57) by Jacob Pilsberfy and Isaac Chandler.
The former was in the Stickney garrison in I746 and Lieut.Isaac Chandler
and his son,Isaac,seem to have been at the same garrlson.Although their
names ars notjon the official list of I746,in an order dated March 2I or
the following year the Chandlers are ordered to leave the Stickney gar-

rison with two other men"to do their duty"at the Minister's gabrison.
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The deposition referred to ls eloquent of the trials of Rumford
and 1t was made as part of the effort to persuade the government of
New Hampshire to deal Justly with the town of Rumford during the years
following the Ind.ian terror.The Bow controversy will be recorded in
w future chapter.

gchool in Rumford had suffgred from the abnormal condidions.After
Schoolmaster Scales 1laft town in IT742,ihere is no re€ord of higﬁsucces-
sor,if any,and 1t seems probable that the tdwn lacked funds for the
purnose.In I744 the record reads-"Such persons as wers inclined to hire
a schoolmistress at their own cost,had leave to keep school in the
schoolhouse." From that timo on school kdeping must have been impracti-
cal because of continued hazards,but in I749 Joseph Holt is mentioned
as Schoolmaster.A native of Andover and a graduate of Harvard college,
he had charge of the Rumford school for several years and his daughter,
Doily,married into the Farnum family.

The year following the massacre,certain changes were ordered in
Rumford éarrisons and the fort on Rattlesnake brook_ and that on Turkey
river were digcontinued pending theilr giving better protestion.The
closing of ths Lovejoy garrison was a real hardship for the consider-
able number of families dependent‘upon its grist mill.Settlers at the
North End of the village street,at Rattlesnzke Praih,Canterbury and
Eoscavwen petitioned Gov.Wentworth to provide a sufficient guard of sol-
dlers so ﬁhat the garrison might be re-opened.As a further inducement,
the petition suggested that Lovejoy,himself,was ready"to erect a forge
for the making of Barr Iron"near the garrison-the first enterprise of
the kind in all this sectlilon.

Regarcless of this petition or its success,the hazards of In-
dian warfare were so lessened by the pegce declared in Europe in the
fall of IT48,that Henry Lgvejoy began his new enterpriss.In that very

year he built his second dam.on Rattlesnake brook about forty rods west
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of his garrison house.This flooded the swamp and the sheet of water
became known as Forge pond.Near the dam he built"a shop containing a
water wheel and a Forge"and there he wrought into iron the ore which
wag found on the banks of the Merrimack river above Merrill's ferry at

the South End.A century later,cinders and scraps of iron could still be

found around this old shop.‘

.

Naturally,Capt.Lovejoy,living as he did far from the viilage street,
was bound to have some adventure with the Indians.One night as he rode
home from Osgood's tavern(the garrison was used fer tavern purposes)
he Instinctively felt apprehension,espscially as he approached the"Gulfﬁ
south of Bea.fphraim Farnum's.With wise stratsgy he prstended to be in )
command of a band of men and,as he galloped at full speed down into the
hollow and across the brook,he yelled-" Rush on,my boys,be ready to fir;
ﬁeaehing home in safety,he turned higs horse to pasture on ths north «i
slope of Rattlesnake hill,and,as he let down the bars,he noted a stir
among hls cattle.Feeling that Indlans were near,he hid under a large w
wind-fall tree instead of golng on to his house.Almost at once two In-
dians with guns trotted over the tree,and,failing t§ find their quarry,
soon returned and seérched his‘vicinity.ﬁut Lovejoy lay safely hidden
until they finally went away.

These years were not wholly tragic and tense with dread,for the
spirit.of youth bubbled over now and then.After the Lovejoy garrison
waé closed,the young folk in the Abbot stockadelsite of Swenson Granite
Co.)1liked to visit the Farnums down the highway.Their elders felt con-
cern lest Indians attack them in the dark on the lonely strétch of road
but thse youngsters~paid little @eed.So Reuben Abbot,still young himself
determined to teach them a lesson and,on a night when the group had
gone to‘Bea.Farnum's,he disguised himself as an Indian and hid in the

bushes beside the road.As the gay little party approached on 1ts way

home,he rustled thse bushes,grunted like a savage and showed:his feathef
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decked head for a moment.The ruse was a complete success and from then
on hls younger brothers and slsters showed little desire to venture
forth after dark.

In the early summer of IT48 there was a real jollification when
Capt.Ebenezer Eastman raised the.frame heavy with great oaken tlﬁbers,
for his two-story mansion house.The raising was excuse,even inp§ Puritan
community,for merry-making,feasting and dancing to a fiddle- if a fiddle:
could be found;if not,the young folk danced to singing of ths tunes.No
one,least of all Abigail Carter,the doctéf's gigter,wanted to miss the
occasion.Dutifully she asked her parents' consent although she was all

of elghteen yesrs old.Their reply was- "Yes,if Parson Walker's girls go"
The Barson,it seems,was planning to attend and would take his two young

. daughters,Sarah and Mary.When the raising was accomplished,the girls
begged to stay for the early evening dancing and he acquiesced: "Yes,yes
only come home in good season."Abigall stayed also and they forgoﬁ the
hour,but when the dance was over they were"waited on by young gentlemen
to go home across the river." Alas,for Abigail and romance! At the othe
er end of the ferpy they found the qpxious Pargson waiting to take thenm
home.

And so Rumford men and women lived gallantly through these years of
terror.Thus did they hold the town secure,forming a bulwark for the low=-
er Mlerrimack valley agalnst savage invasion.The years tested thelr char-
acter but that character held firm for it was grounded 1n unconquerable
Faith.

Capt.Bastman never completed his house for in July of that summer
he dled at the age of fifty-nine.Bouton gives him first place in his bi-
ographies of men prominent in the makiqﬂbf our town and calls him"the
strong man of the town's Among the ploneers he was conspicuous for cour-

age,a cheerful spirit,good judgment and inexhaustible energy.No other

man in Pennycook approached him in enterprise during the two éébrEyeafs
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years of his 1life in our town and his accomplishment Waé far beyond

that of any other pioneer.

Coming to this wilderness in his maturity,this"inholder" from Hav-
erhill with some means and six growigg song,could not be content with
a houselot on the main street and a homelot of a few acres over in the
Fan:le could not walt for the surveying ané avportioning of more land
by the Proprietors.When,in the second survey,he was given four and a
half acres on the Mill Brook Intervale acrosgs the river,hils decision
wes made.Thére on the beautiful interval lying west and north of our
present Federal bridge,was the level land and uplénd,the brook with
ample mill power,the enticing spot whers the.grantees had hoped to build
thelr town-at least in part.That plan had been abandoned upon the unhap.'
py dlscovery that the Judge Sewall farm of five hundred acres had prior
claim.

Thies dilemma was Ebenezer Esstpan's opportunity:he began to build

a log house on his new grant and negotiated a lease of the Sewall farm
on terms which only a2 man of courage could have dared.The scope of his
ambition and activity was ever-widening as recorded in an earlier chap-
ter.In addition to this development,he accompanied two military expe-
ditions to Cape Breton,returning from the last trip just a month before
the exciting events of the massacre.When Ebenezer Eastman went to his
“iong home"his will,made before his first trip to Cape Breton,provided
for his wife,Sarah,the 0ld homestead in Haverhill which they had left
for the toil and peril of 1life in Pennycook Plantation.He bequeathed
to her a pagture,a negro man,Cesar,ﬁe;,choicé of threes cows,and such of
the housgehold furnishings as she.desifed.Io his six sons he.left the
rich inheritance of lands in Rumford,and to his descendents,even unto

this generation,an honored name.



